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THE  HOLY  CITY 
ITS  HISTORY  AND   HOPE 


TO   MY 
DEAR   CIHLDRES   AND   COMl'AXIOSS 


NOTE. 


The  writer  scarcely  needs  to  say  that  tliis  book  is 
no  record  of  Eastern  travel:  her  expericiiees  in  the 
Holy  Land  Iiuving  no  special  imiiortance,  save  as 
making  more  vivid  to  herself  the  si-enew  to  which  the 
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HE  story  of  Jerusalem  is  one  of  the  most  wonderful 
id  tlie  world,  besides  being  of  unpanillcliHl  impor- 
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tories  of  living  men.  A  leanit'tl  sect  studipa  and  scruti- 
iiises  with  p.ainful  confusion  of  images  what  a  threat 
Eamcsos  iiiiiy  or  may  not  have  done;  but  the  chilii  of 
t.o-da.y  wiiiits  no  better  entertainment  than  that  etory  of 
.liis('i>h  iiiid  his  brethren  which  is  told  iu  every  language 
anil  nevi-r  fails  to  touch  the  simple  heart.  Uefore  Homer 
had  begun  his  primitive  minstrel  strain  to  celebrate  the 
fights  and  wiles  of  the  chiefs  siuil  kings,  Isaiah  had  risen 
to  tlie  highest  heights  of  poetry,  had  opened  the  great 
dijn  gates  of  Hades,  and  had  revealed,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  d!ii^/.Hiig  glimpse  of  a  Heaven  in  which  one  God  sat 
upon  u  throne  of  light,  and  judged  and  tried  the  spirits 
of  nu>n.  Tliore  is  no  such  record  in  all  the  histories. 
The  jisalnis  which  beg.in  with  David,  breathe  forth  the 
dce]"'st  I'liiutions  of  our  race  tn-ilay.  The  wisdom  which 
throu;;li„iii  all  the  ten.iciiins  Kast  Ix-ars  the  name  of  S.d- 
ouiini.  li:i,i  iii'V-er  Ijecn  ontpas.ied  by  any  sueces.mu-.     ATid 
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forms  the  sole  standing-ground  for  this  demand.  Very 
few  people  know  the  Hebrew  language,  or  are  able  to 
test  these  assertions,  except  by  such  light  of  ordinary 
criticism  as  they  may  happen  to  jiossess,  by  the  laws  of 
literature  and  the  force  of  nature ;  but  I  think  that  few, 
comparatively,  will  be  temptetl  to  ti'aiisfer  a  faith,  in 
which  they  have  been  trained  from  their  childhood,  to 
a  small  group  of  unknown  persons,  whose  motives  arc 
dubious,  and  their  methods  more  ingenious  than  ingenu- 
ous ;  and  to  reject  on  their  authority,  as  a  series  of  often 
fraudulent  fables,  the  history  so  full  of  nature,  so  instinct 
with  every  feeling  of  humanity,  which  has  Ih'co  tlie  food 
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-lUiTe  private  ititelligence  on  the  Hubject,  if  not  that  the 
.different  editions,  "redactions,"  of  which  he  discourses 
.  W  glibly,  must  have  been  entered  at  some  ancient  Sta- 
.  tioners'  Hall,  of  which  the  register  has  fallen  into  his 
hmodfl.     M.  Renan  tells  us  cheerfully  that  no  such  per- 
Mm  as  Abraham  ever  existed,  an<l  that  on  another  page 
of  his  own  book  {Le  Peuple  d' Israel)  there  will  be  foiuul 
"des  donn4es  plus  solides"  upon  this  imaginary  person- 
age.    But  when  we  turn,  somewhat  anxiously,  to  that 
previous  page,   we   find   nothing  but  the   statement  of 
M,  Renan,  unsupported  even  by  any  suggestion  of  proof 
— a  statement  which  seems  to  me  the  least  solid  of  all 
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their  country  while  occupied  with  smaller  matters,  sucli 
as  inventing  instruments  of  music,  like  David.  The 
reader  will  judge  whether  his  faith  in  Abraham  or  in 
David — men  whom  he  has  known  from  his  youth  up,  ol 
whom  he  has  in  his  hands  the  unvarnished  record,  in 
whieh  there  is  naught  extenuate,  but  everything  good 
and  bad  impartially  set  down — is  shaken  by  such  asser- 
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everything  they  do  is  done  with  the  distinct  motive  of  prov- 
ing their  own  negative.  M.  Renan  rejoices,  as  the  accom- 
plished end  of  their  inquiries,  that  every  one  is  now  able 
to  form  his  own  romance  about  the  origin  of  religion,  it 
being  clearly  proved  that  no  religion  has  any  supernat- 
ural origin,  and  that  God,  if  there  is  a  God,  never  spoke 
to  man  at  all.  In  what  then  can  the  unlearned  take 
refuge?  In  proofs  like  those  quoted  above?  in  tlic  dis- 
integration of  a  consistent  and  living  record?  My  own 
conclusion  is  very  simple.  I  will  take  Herr  Wellhausen's 
word  for  nothing,  above  all  for  nothing  on  which  lie  has 
formed  his  theory  Ijefore  he  began  to  inquire  into  the 
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suffered  with  him,  rejoiced  with  him,  if  it  is  not  himself 
who  thus  pours  forth  bis  heart,  in  the  fields  of  Uethle- 
hem,  under  the  great  stars  almost  projected  out  of  heaven 
in  their  grandeur — or  in  the  high  places  of  Israel,  and 
the  gates  through  which,  with  songs  and  rejoicing,  he 
carried  the  Ai-k  of  the  Lord.  Who  is  it?  what  closest 
comrade  ?  what  dearest  friend  ?  what  all-devoted  jjoet '.' 
if  it  is  not  David,  the  sinner  and  sorrowful,  the  man  uf 
passion  and  strife,  of  penitence  and  conffssion,  the  man 
we  know  ?  To  another  man  whom  I  do  not  know,  whom 
no  one  ventures  to  name,  I  will  not  transfer  the  songs 
that  have  been  sung  as  his  for  three  thousand  years,  the 
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king,  auil  uiiitetl,  after  civil  war  unci  many  distiirbanws, 
the  wliole  iiatiou  of  Isnuil  uiiilor  ouc?  heiul,  soinethiug 
iu  the  form  of  a  capital,  or  centre  of  royal  authority, 
from  whLuiee  laws  might  jji-oceeil,  ami  where  governinonl 
should  dwell,  must  have  beuomy  necessary.  Itavid  wa« 
;Lt  this-time  living  in  Hebron,  at  the  farther  end  of  liis 
kingdom,  a.  jjlace  with  no  elaiin  pith<?r  to  ut^ntral  [Kisitinn 
(ir  sperial  strength,  Waul,  liin  predc«'ssni',  tisid,  il.  would 
(i|ip.-iir,  I'litertiiined  no  idea  of  royal  state  or  central 
authority.  He  was  a  man  of  war,  and  no  statesman ;  the 
I'xperiiiiniit  of  kingship  was  new,  against  all  the  previous 
id('as  iif  tlie  tribes:  and  the  first  king,  in  bis  confused 
ami  troiil>l,'il  intelligence,  and  life  of  excitement, 
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greeD  but  rocky  liill  wliich  lay  opi)osite  tlip  Jebusitc  city, 
it  must  have  been  faint  and  dim,  especially  as,  at  that  time, 
when  places  of  sacrifice  were  many,  and  every  famous 
inhabitant  had  somewhere  built  an  altar,  even  so  grtat 
and  memorable  a  aacritice  as  that  of  Abraliaiii's  would 
scarcely  bear  the  imi>ortance  wliich  has  attached  to  it  in 
later  days.  IVe  have  no  reason  to  supjiose  that  the 
young  warrior  had  as  yet  conceived  the  great  idea  of  a 
temple  to  be  placed  ui>on  tliat  twin  hill,  and  the  doiilih' 
strength  of  altar  and  throne  to  lie  thus  given  to  the  eajiitiil 
of  his  kiugihmi.  l!ut  the  Jelmsite  city  at  oiicc  jileased 
his  eye  and  satisfied  his  mind  as  adapteil  for  liis  iiurjHisc. 
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thp  towiisiiien  could  keep  out  the  victorious  bauds  of 
Judiili.  The  city  was  taken,  the  fortrpas,  hi|j;h  iiiwn  tin? 
western  height,  and  all  the  low  square  »ui]  wiiukiwleas 
liovcls  wliieh  hung  about  it,  Tn  nil  ju'i'bability  there 
hiis  been  little  eliangi^  since  thuii  in  the  strange  little 
(link  dwellings  which  Arabs  and  Syrians  still  inhabit  in 
niiv  own  ibiys,  and  which  are  rather  shelters  from  the 
Sim  by  <[ay  ;ind  the  dew  by  night  for  a  people  whose  life 
is  ehiofly  sjient  in  the  open  air,  than  dwellings  such  as 
we  iiii(l(T,>t.iiid.  Many-  a  hillside  throughout  I'alestitie 
still  shows  around  the  one  point  of  distinction,  the  fort 
or  mosipii'  which  is  its  centre,  those  level  lines,  square 
iiiid  hnw  with  openings  of  wi<ie  doorivaj*s  and  Hut  roofs 
oT  min^'K'il  play  and  straw,  or  sometliing  less  savoury 
>lill,  wliii'li  ;ire  the  houses  natural  to  the  soil,  often  ex- 
|i;iiiiliii,i~'  iiii"  chambei-s  darker,  yet  cooler  wtill,  wroujjlit 
o„l  in  111..  r."'k  below  orb-hind. 
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Iiistory,  and  tliat  of  tli<^  EiWteni  hero  and  warrior,  tlip 
sbepJierd,  the  poet,  tin*  feudatory  chieftain,  the  king  of 
Israel,  who  lirst  made  for  it  an  eve rlaating  name. 

David,  tlip  son  of  .fesse,  of  the  tribe  of  Judali  and 
the  town  of  Bethlehem  or  Kphrath — the  latter  being  the 
ancient  name  of  the  time  of  the  ]«itriarelis — \v;is  the 
youngest  of  a.  large  fninily  iiossessing  hind  anti  sdiiie 
iin[)ortanne  in  tlie  district,  which  was  one  of  mueh  afjii- 
cultnral  and  iiastorul  wealth.     The  soft  shi|n's  on  whicli 
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f.iithor  slopes  and  edge  of  the  valley.  Though  Jesse 
'.\iis  ;i  substantial  man.  rich  eiioiigli  to  send  supplies  to 
Lis  sons  with  the  army,  aud  oHeriiiga  to  propitiate  their 
ciiptaiu,  liis  household,  like  nil  families  of  the  time,  was 
fuUy  (ii'<-upied  by  the  care  of  the  family  property  and 
jtossessioiis,  on  a  footing  very  little  different  from  tliat 
of  the  si.'rvaiita  boiii  in  the  house,  who  were  a  sort  of 
liumlili>  liii-thron  BUd  counted  among  its  children.  David 
\v;is  IW  .sliciiherd*boy,  tlie  lowest  and  least  skillfd  of  the 
briitli'Ts  ii)  those  early  days,  it'lieii  >Sanii]el,  the  old 
pru]>)i<'t  from  Bamah,  paid  a  visit  to  tlieir  city,  and 
hniioiiifd  tlie  house  of  Jesse  by  choosing  it  for  his  rest- 
in  ^'-]>l;t('i-.  The  public  reason  for  this  visit  was  to  offer  a 
siicriliri',  :in  object  apparently  accepted  as  natural  and 
jii-(  )iv  ilii'  idders  of  the  town  ;  but  Sauiuel's  chief  motivi- 
J II. I  iulriv>l  was  inlLisi-.'vi,-wiif  the  sous  of  .Icsse.  seven 
>niih;4   iLMii   of  fill.-   M;ituiv   ;iii<l   i;,i,.,i   h.oks.  any  -m-  ..f 


I,]  THE  HOUSE  OP  DAVID.  7 

silently  proclaiming  the  praises  of  the  Lord.  All  these 
natural  sounds  and  sights  had  entered  into  his  heart, 
which  was  full  of  that  tender  piety  of  youth  not  always 
maintained  in  maturer  life,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  aspects  of  humanity.  That  he  also  possessed 
great  courage  and  strength  is  evident  from  the  statement 
of  his  stru^le  with  the  lion  and  tlie  bear  in  defence  of 
his  flocks.  But  great  as  was  the  promise  of  his  early 
years,  young  David,  amid  the  members  of  the  household, 
was  but  the  junior — a  youth  unaoipuiinted  with  the 
world  and  its  fiercer  enjoynients  of  battle  and  raid,  at 
the  time  of  the  old  prophet's  visit.     How  it  ivas  that  the 
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[chap. 


nimble  youths  that  ran  by  the  old  man's  side  as  he 
ambled  upon  his  mule  along  the  narrow  paths  between 
the  iitslds,  cOs  still  the  young  attendants  run,  to  anticipate 
any  wish  of  the  great  man  they  escort  and  accompany, 
to  lead  his  beast  over  the  hard  places  of  the  way,  and 
render  him  that  reverential  homage  which  is  never  so 
perfect  as  in  the  East.  And  then  the  soft  landscape, 
the  young  shepherd-lad  disappear  from  our  vision  for  a 
time,  and  the  prophet  goes  his  way  to  the  disappoint- 
ments tluit  awaited  him — the  endless  chidings  and  heart- 
burnings which  attended  the  troubled  path  of  Saul. 
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'■  Yea,  though  I  walk  in  cleatli'a  dark  vale, 

Yet  wiU  1  fear  iiouc  ill : 
For  Tliou  Hit  with  me ;  anil  Tliy  ml 

And  Stan  me  ciimfort  BtUl. 
My  table  Thou  host  tuniinlit-d 

In  presence  iif  my  fuew  ; 
My  hend  Thou  di.wt  witli  uil  anoint. 

And  my  cup  overflows. 

■  GomlneHs  anil  ineiv'v  all  itiv  life 
Shall  Kiirelyf.illu'w  me: 
And  in  (iixl'fl  house  for  evennnre 
My  dwellins;-plafe  sliall  be,'' 

Another  picture  iievpv  Ui  lie  obliterated  canii'  into  hi; 
dreaming  soul  wlieii   he  Miit  l>_v  iiij,'ht,  witli  tli;tt  ^hm 
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Thus  ha  sat  and  sang  his  happy  songs  in  the  pleasant 
valley  and  upon  the  fragrant  liill,  with  the  low  line  uf. 
the  roof^  uf  Bethlehem,  and  the  distant  euolosure  of  his 
father's  house  shining  under  the  hroad  radiance  of  thut 
Eastern  moon,  and  all  manner  of  great  thoughts  swelling 
in  his  youthful  boaoni,  ambitions  perhaps — the  vague 
ecstasy  of  those  riaiona  of  dlstincrtion  and  fame,  and  of 
making  a  great  nauip,  whioh  are  coniimm  to  tlie  dreaniiug 
boy,  whi'tliiT  in  tlie  i?;ist  or  in  tlie  wi^st,  in  ancient  ages 
or  iit  this  day.  He  who  invented  instruments  of  music 
ill  his  luttiT  days,  and  took  so  much  i>ains  with  the  choirs 
audanihi'iiis  of  the  national  worship,  we  maybe  sure  liad 
made  liinisi-lf  some  shepherd's  pipe  upon  which  to  play, 
11H11I'  iiirlndious,  let  us  hope,  than  the  doleful  Arab  pijte 
uliiili  miiiiilIs  upon  those  slopes  in  the  present  age.  In 
lliul  s-.oiw  v;dli'y.  S.J  fidl  nf  asswiation.f.  Rntli.  tlie  young 
^vi.l..^^  li,.],i  lli,^  himi  .if  .Moah.  wlii.se  nam.-  lias  l.(Tonn- 
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while  he  fulfilled  his  youthful  occupation  about  the  pleas- 
ant hills.  An  English  youth  with  ])erha](S  a  Sjiauish 
grandmother,  with  the  tra<litiou  of  some  dazzling  beauty 
from  the  East  among  his  pragenitors,  might  thus  fet-l 
himself  the  inheritor  of  all  the  races,  minglini,'  tht'  roiiiauce 
of  his  foreign  ancestresses  with  the  iiiiisterful  coufiih'ure 
of  the  Englishmen  who  have  comiuered  and  assimiUited 
all  these  alien  glories.  And  I>;ivid,  in  the  fair  country 
in  which  lie  was  born,  nmst  have  felt  tlie  thrill  of  the 
stranger  inspiration,  the  [wetry  of  the  bfaiitiful  women 
thus  made  to  contribute  to  the  perfention  of  liis  raci".  1 
have  heard  a  hot  theorist  di'iiy  tlie  ])roposition  ilis:ii,'ri'e- 
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pendent   of  elironology  ;    yet  this  must   have   occurred 
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here  and  there,  and  slopes  of  pastureland,  David  had  come 
eager  and  ex^iectant  from  liethleliem,  with  liis  biirdon  of 
parched  com  for  his  brothers,  and  home-made  cheeses 
for  a  present  to  their  captain ;  and  one  of  tJie  first  things 
that  attracted  him,  eager  for  every  sign  of  biittle,  wouM 
be  the  sight  at  which  the  two  armies  were  looking  on, 
and  which  interrupted  every  movement.  Between  tlie 
opposing  hosts  npon  the  bank  of  the  stream,  in  sight  of 
l)oth,  strode  forth  tlie  swaslibufkler,  (ioliath.  daring  tlie 
armies  of  Israel,  a  big  man,  blazing  in  his  rich  arinonr 
nnder  the  sun,  with  the  huge,  sjicir  in  liis  hand  whioh 
has  been  part  of  the  eiiuipiiicnt  of  so  many  giants  sini'i: 
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David  made  no  more  rejAy  tlian  any  other  young  liero 
made  light  of  among  his  kindred.  He  took  his  way  into 
Koiue  otbiM'  indifferent  group,  indifferent  to  himsplf, 
^^llally  oiiiipied  with  the  lirag  of  the  Philistine  and  the 
liinuiliatioii  of  having  no  man  among  them  who  would 
\(ntiiiv  to  meet  Mm:  and  listened  to  every  word  that 
\\;is  .siiid.  Great  promotion  and  honour,  the  king's 
(l^ni;,rhti'i'  to  be  his  wife,  a  iila.ee  nnoijnalled  among  the 
host  wliidi  stood  there  overawed  at  the  sight  of  the 
liully.  It  is  too  early  an  a^e  for  love-stories,  or  it  might 
he  iui^ifjiiicd  that  David  had  already  raised  his  eyes,  as 
to  ime  altogether  out  of  his  reach,  to  the  danghter  of 
Sanl.  the  sister  of  Jonathan  who  loved  him.  liut  it 
must  111'  I'cmembered  also  that  love  had  already  l>eg\in 
I"  l"';iv  a  ]>art  in  the  history  of  the  Hebrews,  wlnc'l]  no 
Ml], If  aiLri.'iit  history  has  allnwi-d.     Jitcoh,  th:it  m;Lii  of 
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the  heavens  the  work  of  God's  hands,  and  where,  in  the 
fervour  of  his  youth  he  had  felt  liioiself  to  be  the  object 
of  a  heavenly  care  and  love  more  deep  than  his  own 
devotion  to  the  few  sheep  in  the  wilderness,  which  yet 
he  had  guarded  at  risk  of  his  life — tlie  i)assioii  of  his 
young  soul  for  the  honour  of  the  God  of  Israel,  the  living 
God,  the  Lord  who  needed  not  that  His  chamiiinu 
should  bear  sword  or  spear,  was  as  a  file  in  liis  heart. 
Something  of  the  absolute  trust  which  is  more  easy  to 
youth  than  to  any  other  period  of  life,  im  almost  brng- 
gadocio  of  self-abnegation,  generous  seorn  of  all  precau- 
tion, the  confidence  not  so  mucli  of  a  hero  as  of  a  cliild. 
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fall.  In  the  same  way  Saul,  fallen  from  his  high  estate, 
cast  down  to  the  very  depths  of  that  excitable  and  sen- 
sitive nature  which  made  him  so  subject  to  all  external 
influences,  makes  the  heart  of  the  reader  ache  with  pity : 
and  but  for  the  wild  chivalry  and  generosity  which  soon 
show  themselves  in  David,  would  draw  away  our  sym- 
pathies altogether  in  his  forlorn  and  heaven-abandoned 
kinghood,  in  his  wild  impetuous  hastiness  and  the  mis- 
takes of  his  desperation,  from  that  yomig  and  applauded 
hero,  of  whom  it  is  said  that  all  he  did  pleased  the 
people.  David,  however,  escapes  that  uupleasing  con- 
trast of  the    prosperous   with    the    unfni'tiuiate  hy  the 
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hearts  of  men,  anr)  one  cannot  but  womlpr  how  tlie  cnjii- 
nteotaturs,  whose  criticisins  :vre  Huppogoil  hi  destroy  the 
consiateiicy  of  these  records,  inakiliR  of  them  a  mass 
of  disjointed  snmps  put  to^i'ther  to  nevvi'.  tertiiiii  pur- 
poses of  statecraft  by  various  hands  at  various  times,  have 
been  able  to  free  themselves  from  th«  churin  jimi  sjielt  of 
human  sympathy  which  is  in  these  marvelloufl  iian-a- 
tivps.  Two  more  distinct  huiuaii  ei-eaturos  tliaii  Saul 
and  Davi<i  never  existed,  nor  can  we  imagine  a  story 
more  lieeply  moving,  more  tragically  tnie  to  nature. 
'I'lii'  !,'i'i':it  warrior,  now  fadinjj  from  tlie  glory  of  his 
youth,  never  a  man  of  judgment,  hiisty,  passionate,  luis- 
biken.  un:ilile  to  learn  the  self-cnuiuiand  and  ohey  the 
restraints  t.liat  hem  alwiut  tlie  footsteps  of  a  ruler,  yet 
hill  of  :,  rcrtain  primitive  greatm-ss,  standini;  hij^-h  alHivc 

11 ;iss   ..f  onlinarv   men,   iH.tli    in   the   hev.liiV   of  his 

vah.iir  :in.l    )li.-   In-.'dv   nt    liis  .U'spiiii  ;   ^ni.'l    jiin,|,.>t   in 
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called  forth,  as  such  nieni:ils  <lo,  a  crrtuiii  ti'iliiiti> 
j>raise,  to  whom  the  ejfs  of  ;ill  iiicu  were  tiiriiiii 
David  the  Eplinitliite,  the  son  of  Jesse — tit  hi 
had  been  nobody  till  the  other  ihiy,  iiiid  ums  noliui 
aa  the  kiii);'s  fiivoiir  miidi'  him!  It  is  but  I'hi  i 
underst-and  tliu  exsisjHtration,  the  kct'ii  sense  ;is  ot 
less  struggle,  yet  fierec  detenniuiiticiu  to  j,'et  lid 
overthrow  this  disturljer  of  his  life,  wliieh  w;is 
mind  of  Kuul. 

And  how  full  of  life  Jind  nrtluiv  is  tli'>  whol,' 
the  consultations  of  tho  yoiii !;,'.■  r  iiieud)eis  of  llie 
hold  who  love  him  with  tlic  i.eis.'i'uted  :i 
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r'>nviin?pil  of  the  deadly  peril  in  wliich  he  stood,  and  not 
kiiuwiii;^  M-lw?re  to  find  refuge.  To  go  home  to  Hethlehem 
does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  him.  Probabiy  he 
Wiia  not  aiisored  of  .tny  welcome  there  if  he  jvrrived  sud- 
fleid y,  .1  fngitive  from  the  wrath  of  the  king;  jierhajja 
I'ven  more  Hkoly,  for  bia  father  and  mother  were  wtill 
livinji  who  eould  not  have  refused  him  a  shelter,  he  w.is 
nir.ud  to  iliriw  upon  his  kinilred  the  anger  and  wnyeiinee 
of  Sind.  liut  more  near  than  Bethlehem,  more  secure 
llian  ;uiy  I'ommon  house,  there  was  the  old  prophet  at 
Hamah  to  appeal  to,  he  who  had  shown  so  much  kind- 
ness to  l>avid,  who  had  refused  to  allow  the  feast  to 
lie-in  till  the  shephevd-boy  had  been  called,  and  who  had 
kissed  and  anointed  the  ruddy  lad  fresh  from  the  fields, 
as  111'  had  nut  done  to  Kliab  or  any  of  the  stalwart  breth- 
v.'ii.      Ilinu^'li  1  think  it  is  quite  clear  that  David  did  not 
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was  probably  what  we  should  call  the  college  of  the  con- 
secrated Levite  youths,  studying  their  future  functions 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  deeply  ex]>ei'ieiieeil  and 
highly  gifted  old  man,  who  liad  served  God  from  his 
infancy,  and  was  the  acknowledged  head  of  all  sacred 
science  in  Israel.  That  this  instruction,  however,  wan 
accompjuiied  by  ecstatic  manifestations  now  coming  njiou 
one,  now  upon  anotlier,  would  .seem  to  lie  implied  in  the 
strautte  narratives  that  fuUow.  Tin-  messengers,  men  of 
the  swoi-d,  soldiers  of  Siiul'.s  irregvdar  suid  lately  formed 
army,  came  .suddenly,  unaware,  we  may  sujipusi-,  iif  wliat 
they  were  al.oiit   to   see,   tlLiiikiiig  only   of  tlicir  tierce 
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of    (iod's    Doonle:    and    now  wliat  was  this  errino*  and 
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forbid,"  eaid  the  generoas  young  man,  trying  ovon  i 
to  defend  botli  father  and  friend.  "It  is  not  so; 
father  will  do  nothing  great  or  ainall  without  letting 
know :  and  why  should  he  hide  this  from  nif  / " 
would  appear  from  these  words  thiit  Jonathan  liml 
Iveen  aware  of  that  expedition  to  liamidi.  A  tontli 
arrangemeut  was  then  made  Ijetween  thi-  two  yoini^'  n 
It  was  tdose  to  the  time  of  the  new  moon,  when  Sunl  i 
all  great  men  made  feasts  for  their  lumseholds.  and  wli 
iMvid's  place  would  naturally  he  an  iuiportaiit  oiih,  1j 
as  the  king's  son-in-law,  ami  as  tine  of  tlic  great  warrj 
and  captains  of  Israel.     Jo]iatli;Ln  eciiisentcil  to  ujukr 
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ailviaable  to  make  uo  fiirtlier  shuw  of  his  hostility  to 
J^avid,  who  was  one  of  the  props  tif  his  throne :  and  pif- 
pared  as  ti.^ual  for  the  feast  of  the  new  moon,  himsplf 
jirf'sidiiin,  seated  "as  at  other  times  upon  a  st-at  Ky  the 
w  all/'  tlic  head  of  the  primitive  table,  witli  Abiier  by  his 
siile,  liis  eumiiia»der-in-chief.  For  the  first  day  he  took 
lu)  iLutii'e  of  David's  vacant  ]>Iat:e;  but  on  the  semiud 
ih-iu;iud('d  ;iii  esplanation.  "AVliy  does  not  the  sou  of 
J^.ihp  (.-odie  to  meat,  ueither  yesterday  not  to-Uay  '/  " 
I'piiu  this  (|uestion,  Jonathan  made  the  excuse  that  had 
1m-l'ii  :i','ieeil  upon.  There  was  a  feast  of  the  family  at 
Hi'tlili'liciii.  and  David's  brother — which  looks  as  if 
Kliali  was  now  head  of  the  family,  jverhaps  iu;tinj:  so  on 
iiiTiMiiit  of  the  aj^'C  and  weakness  of  Jesse,  for  tliere  is 
still    iii.iuiuu  of  the  father   later  on — had  commanded 
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ul  burst  forth  into  fury 
■■!)n   n.it  1  know  tli:it 
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transport  of  hia  auger  and  disappointment  and  fierce 
incapacity  to  bear  opposition,  snatched  a  javelin  from 
the  wall  behind  him,  and  fluug  it  at  his  son,  as  he  had 
before  done  at  the  object  of  their  quarrel.  It  became 
evident  that  no  more  was  to  be  said,  nor  the  name  of 
David  named  again  in  that  primitive  court,  where  it 
would  appear  no  voice  was  raised  for  the  ambitious  joung 
captain  but  that  of  the  heir  alone. 

The  reader's  heart  goes  with  Jonathan,  as  so  often  in 
these  records.  Saul  and  l>avi<l  ai'e  tlic  chief  t:f,'ui'es  in 
the  struggle,  one  with  the  jiuiuful  crown  of  tragedy,  the 
other  the  lauixds  and  the  pa'ans  of  sui'ces.s.      liut  lict 
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tiou  is  one  that  calls  forth  every  sympathy  and  makes 
of  this  ^urc  and  i.'hiv»lrous  figure  the  higltest  liglit  in 
the  woiidfiful  picture.  Jonathau  went  forth  aad  aud 
augry,  with  that  wrath  of  love  that  ■'  wotka  like  madness 
in  thu  hraiu,"  as  soon  as  the  morning  dawned  after  tlii« 
troublous  amine,  and  took  down  his  how  from  thy  wall, 
aud  ualled  a  boy  fi'om  aiuong  the  many  retainera  to  go 
with  hiiji,  striding  forth  with  a  clouded  brow,  na  all 
would  understand,  to  divert  his  troubled  mind  with  a 
favouiiti'  exercise,  "  The  field  "  in  which  these  meetings 
took  ])lace  must  have  been  some  sheltered  spot,  some 
liullow  nil  tlie  other  side  of  the  hill,  where  there  were 
i-oi'ks  and  i^tves,  such  aa  abound  everywhere  in  I'alestiui', 
ill  wliiri[  a  fugitive  could  be  hid;  for  it  would  seem  tliitt 
:i]l  llii".  thiLc  David  biul  been  hirking  near,  no  doubt  in 

III f  ihi'si;  cavea.     Thei-e  .Touathan    shot    his  arrows 

ii<-,,,nlniM  lo  rlip  sign  ugrei'd   iiiii.u.  and   iierliap^   with 
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jamin.  But  when  the  friends  met  all  these  artificial  dis- 
"  tinctions  would  seem  to  have  been  swept  away,  .iikI 
Jonathan  and  David  kissed  each  other  and  wept.  It 
was  as  if  the  friendly  earth,  uiJon  which  their  young 
swift  steps  had  gone  together  on  many  an  errand  both 
of  war  and  peace,  bad  been  rent  between  them.  I'ew 
words  were  needed,  if  any  :  tbo  abyss  was  not  one  wbiih 
could  be  bridged  over  with  hopeful  speech  of  better  days 
and  other  meetings.  They  were  silent  in  the  rending 
asunder  of  their  lives.  •'  Gn  in  peace  ;  and  the  Lonl  be 
witness  of  tliat  which  is  between  me  and  thee,"'  was 
all  that  Jonathan  could  say.  "They  wept  one  with 
another  till  David  e.^cecled." 
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"  The  Lord  is  in  His  holy  temple, 
The  Lord's  seat  is  in  heaven : 

His  eyes  behold,  His  eyelids  try,  the  children  of  men. 
The  L(jrd  trieth  the  righteous  : 
Hut  the  ungodly  and  him  that  loveth  wickedness 
Doth  His  soul  abhor. 


For  the  righteous  Lord  loveth  righteousness  ; 
His  countenance  will  behold 
The  thing  that  is  just.-' 


CHAPTER   II. 


THE   OlTTI:AW    [X    THK    WILllKKN'KSf 


THIS  was  the  bpginiiiug  of  tlie  most  [lainfiil  portin 
of  Dayjd's  lite:   t][;Lt  tiroliatlon  iii  tlie  wilderiii 
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the  hostile  races  which  surrouuiied  Isiaol  on  ever 
iiiid  witli  110  established  ceiiti'e  of  autharitj-  either  i 
or  sacred.     For  Saul's  lieadiguarteiH  at  Uiii'iili  w 

□lore  a  royj.\  capital  tliaii  the  dweltiii)^  rmiii  will 
judges  who  preceded  liiin  hiid  partially  iind  conf 
niled  tho  jieopte,  each  in  Liij  own  house.  And  i 
the  aiiuieut  tabernacle  of  tho  wilderness  which  ' 

Gileiul,  nor  the  teniimraTy  ve-t^stiiblishmeiit  of  til 
at  .Kii'Jiith-Jeariiu  (the  latter,  it  would  .seem,  ti\ 
fallfii  into  forget  fulness),  had  lieen  rewivwl  as  ii  lu 
.sliHiic:  Init  each  triljc  or  district  formed,  as  it 
Ki'i'iiL,  their  own  religious  centre  for  themselves  v 
iiiiirli  ol'  ilio  established  ritual  as  wsifi  within  tlieir 
Dinirl  :iiciv.'d  fiiint  and  weary  ut  tho  house  of  tiie 
;Mi>Mi'nii^'  ut  the  fiatonialied  ipn-stioii  of  lii>w  hi'  i-i 
W  iiloii,',  ;,-•.  with  tio  l'oriii:d  ivliinie.  \>y  t!n'  ex.'ii.- 
-II. Mm    ....iinuissioi,    ;(ii,l   iii-i'iit"   i.iisiiir>.-^    lor    Ihi' 
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asked  if  there  were  any  weapons  in  the  jioaceful  fihrinr; 
and  it  must  have  been  a  great  enfoiii'asement  to  his  soul 
when  the  priest  drew  forth  out  of  its  wiappings  no  other 
than  the  sword  of  Goliatli,  ••  whom  thou  sh(\ve,st  in  the 
valley  of  Elah."  It  must  have  heeii  as  if  (iod  ILimsolf 
had  thus  laid  up  iu  store  for  liini  ihc  weapon  to  w1ill-1l 
iio  mail  had  so  clear  a  riyht — the  sif,'n  of  his  tiist  and 
'greatest  victory.  "Thi'rf  is  none  lik.'  that;  ijivc  it  to 
me,"  he  said,  with  a  fervoni-y  of  iittcramte  in  wliich  we 
can  fully  sympathise. 

It  is  less  easiy,  however,  to  nnd.n-stnnd  aft.-r  tliis  si^n, 
whieh  must,  one  woiijil  sitpposi'.  Imvi'   apiiruli'iJ   to  his 
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baron  on  either  side.  But  terror  was  in  tlif  smil  nf  tin/ 
fugitive.  He  would  seeiu  to  have  found  threatening  faci's 
about  hi(n  from  the  moment  he  entered  the  foreign  cilv, 
which  wjis  not  wonderful  considering  what  bis  achiyvi-- 
ments  had  been.  He  was  like  t'oriolanns  in  (Jwioli,  a 
man  who  had  gained  his  name  at  the  expense  of  those 
whost  succour  he  aoufjht ;  and  it  was  soon  apparent  to 
him  that  siifety  waa  not  to  !>e  found  there.  I'erhap.s  he 
had  hojicil  that  he  would  not  be  reeogniseil,  Vmt  mifilit 
])ass  as  a  mere  Hebrew  refugee  in  trouble  with  his  own 
people,  seeking  service  in  the  neighlmuring  court.  But 
lie  soon  bceaine  aware  that  a  soldier  so  distinguished 
could  not  remain  unknown.  '"Is  not  this  llavid  '!  "  said 
die  very  lirst  officials  to  whom  he  addressed  himself, 
■  Diivii!  till'  king  of  the  land:'  did  they  not  siu;;  one  to 


iikI  ]>.i 


■i.S.^f    til 
Arliisll 


\\"li.-ri    \.'l,i-li. 
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plentiful  householder,  of  honest  and  well-known  folk, 
who  had  probably  known  what  it  was  to  suffer  from  the 
incursions  of  such  wanderers,  it  niiglit  luive  appeared  to 
him  a  better  way  to  join  tlie  enemy  as  Coriolanns  did,  to 
be  able  to  enforce  terms  ufMin  his  old  persecutor,  tlian 
to  become  in  liis  turn  a  persecutor  of  the  peaceful  dwellers 
in  the  land,  with  whom  all  his  sym]iathies  wei-e.  Hut 
David  bad  now  no  resource.  He  went  hack  from  Gath 
towards  his  own  country  again,  a  troubled  aiui  discour- 
aged soul,  tlie  few  n'taincrs  who  liail  followed  him  droop- 
ing their  crests  as  tliey  toiled  aliuig  the  plain,  until  they 
reached  that  strange  and  wild  district  lying  between  the 
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vriloiif      f]u>n<r]«     Tw»f     art    <li«f  iiMTiiicVio/l     oc     fl^«     fivcf     flii«oo 
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would  bring  with  him  for  aa  lung  aa  it  lasted  his  easily 
carried  provision  of  pai'cheil  corn,  his  cakes  of  bread  and 
handful  of  fruit.  There  would  need  no  hecatombs  of  slain 
cattle  to  maintain  these  eastern  warriors  :  yet  many  a  raid 
must  have  gone  out  from  tlie  strongli(tld  of  Adiillam,  to 
keep  foTir  hundred  men  aVwv — rnids,  however,  in  which 
the  prey  carried  off  was  pniliiibly  stores  of  bread,  raisiuN, 
and  figs  and  parched  corn,  as  in  the  Ktoiy  of  Naiial,  with 
an  occasional  sheep,  rather  than  the  ''  lifted ''  rattle  and 
utter  desolation  left  bobind  tJiem  nf  modern  reivers,  a 
much  less  destructive  kind  of  ])liiniler.  Tliere  must  have 
vild  animals  in  tli 
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orG^anised  rol)ellion,  no  attempt  upon  the  crown,  was  yet  in 
arms,  in  self -defence,  no  more  to  be  dealt  with  as  an  indi- 
vidual. Though  he  had  been  driven  to  it  by  the  force  of 
cireunistaiieos,  and  though  he  never  raised  his  arm  in 
otTt'iisive  hostilities,  not  even  Jonathan,  who  loved  him, 
oould  plead  now  as  in  former  times  for  the  pardon  of  the 
misLjuidiMl  brother.  Once  again  indeed  that  faithful 
friend  eaiiie  to  him  in  the  wilds  where  he  had  taken 
refuge,  to  warn  him  of  renewed  pursuit,  and  to  rej)eat 
the  covenant  or  oath  of  brotherhood  between  them:  but 
after  this  hurried  and  secret  meetiuLf  these  two  friends 


n.]  THE  HOUSE   OF   DAVID.  30 

was  the  latter  argument  which  moved  hitn  he  was  soon 
destined  to  discover  how  futile  was  any  sui-h  trust. 
King  Saul,  who  had  not  stirred  to  rescue  the  city,  lie.ird 
with  delight  that  David  ha<l  ventured  into  ''a  town  that 
hath  gates  and  bars,"  and  at  once  gathered  toRi-tlii-r  his 
followers  to  besiege  the  rebel,  fonidudinf;  with  jiri'ma- 
ture  triumph  that  "  the  Lord  hath  delivered  him  into  my 
hands";  not  so  quickly,  however,  bnt  thiit  ]>iivi<i  had 
time  to  escape,  having  first  assured  himself  that  Kuilah 
had  no  mind  to  stand  a  siege  on  hi;i  htdialf.  We  may 
well  imagine  that  the  addition  of  six  hundrt'd  outlaws 
(to  which  numbtT  tlie  band  bad  now  iniTcased).  with  Ihe 


40 


jerusalp:m. 


[chap. 


feast    was    less   a   petition    than   an    inference :    **  Thy 
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leaving,  one  would  fear,  but  little  for  the  disappointed 
sheept-shearerB  thus  forced  to  redeem  their  lives  at  the 
cost  of  their  feast — ■'  two  hundred  loaves,  and  two 
bottles  of  wiue  "  (skius  no  doubt  like  those  in  the  gro- 
tesque blunted  sliape  of  the  animal  to  whom  they  be- 
longed, which  are  still  employed  by  the  wiiter-sellers 
about  the  streets  of  ISyrian  cities),  "  five  sheep  rcudy 
dressed,  and  tive  measures  of  puirlied  corn,"  i>esides  a 
liberal  snjiply  of  Inut.  Abii,'ail  was  not  a  momeiit  too 
soon  ;  she  met  David  and  bis  nn-n  "  by  thp  covert  of  the 
hill  "  in  warlike  array  with  thi'ir  swords  girded  on  thoni, 
cominy;  swiftly   on   to  execute  judj;uient.      The   record 

lb»-'S    llut    ^'.n-    llri    it    d.» 
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idioms  may  occupy  the  learned  philologist  for  ever  if  he 
will,  but  will  never  roako  him  aware  how  it  was  that 
in  this  primitive  age  a  story  wortliy  of  the  most  mag- 
nanimous Christian  chivalry  could  find  a  place — or  more 
wonderful  still  he  invented,  where  no  coile  of  manners 
or  of  morals  existed  to  make  such  an  incident  possible 
had  it  not  been  tnie. 

We  are  all  acquainted  from  nur  cradles  with  these 
twin  tales.  David,  hunted  from  jilaee  to  place,  now 
driven  from  the  city  he  had  resmiod.  now  from  the  woods 
and  wild  recesses  of  the  desert,  was  lurking  with  a  band 
of  his  followers  in  a  deep  cave  where  perhaps  they  were 
listening  breathless  to  the  crash  of  i-'auVs  stjlilj 


44 


JERUSALEM. 


[cnAP. 


■i-N*  « 


«.] 


THE   HOCSE   OF  DAVID. 


45 


looked  out  from  the  heights  iiiion  thv  encainpmeiit  below 
and  saw  the  place  where  Saul  lay  with  Abner  Ins  general 
close  by.  "Who  will  go  Jown  with  me  to  Saul  to  the 
c.imp'"  he  aiked  after  long  giiziug  at  the  spot  where 
his  pursuers  1 1\  Abisliai,  his  sistfr's  son,  was  the  man 
who  offered  himself  for  that  dangerous  servii-e,  and 
when  the  ni„'ht  c  ime,  tlie  two  Eastern  heroes,  lightly 
clad,  and  softh  shod,  desrfndcd  iioiseh'ss  into  tliv  midst 
of  the  (slumberinj,'  multitude.  Again  we  are  ri'inindi'rl 
of  the  agts  of  chivalry,  of  the  minstr-ds'  t;tles,  and 
romance  of  modern  thonglit.  Tbc  two  gliding  tigures 
reached  the  \<r\  centre  of  tln'  eneaiuinm-nt  whrn-  tlie 
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the  greater  shame  to  the  ineffectual  guard  that  it  was 
one  of  the  people,  any  man  so  to  speak,  who  had  been 
able  to  thread  the  sleeping  ranks  and  carry  off  the  king's 
spear.  Saul  was  a  man  of  unusual  statui'C,  and  uo  doubt 
his  spear  was  known  among  the  pcojiie  like  that  of 
Goliath,  "like  a  weaver's  beam."  And  to  see  it,  with 
its  glittering  blade  shining  in  the  morning  sun  on  the 
Other  side  of  the  ravine  in  tlie  haiid  of  the  poet-urator, 
whose  indignant  yet  tender  renionstranee  came  jiealing 
over  those  depths,  must  have  affected  powerfully  the 
listening  anil  eager  ho.'it,  as  it  atfei-ted  the  niihappy  king 
hiiuself,  in  whom  om-e  more  his  better  nature  burst 
Hut  ? 


ml  ii  pumllul  to  D;iviJ"s  irase  iu  tliat  of  a  Scots  iiublf  iii 
isgrace  betaking  liitiist^lf  with  shame  and  wrath  to  the 
rotection  of  the  Kiiylish,  with  whom  hu  hiul  been  in 
arfare  all  his  lifu.  In  the  samp  way  the  Douglas  baii- 
hed  sought  refuyo  in  Eugland,  iiay  eveu  a  Stuart, 
lexaDder  of  Albany,  why  was  peraecuted  by  his  brother 
ames  III.  on  wairaiit  uo  greater  than  that  of  Saul, 
>lIowed  the  same  eXLiiuple;  botli,  however,  falliug  into 
le  guilt  of  plots  against  their  native  kiugdoui  from 
hich  David  kept  himst'lf  free. 

The  story  of  David  is  indeed  that  of  a  blami-lfes 
night,  a  cavalier  .luns  pent-  et  sans  rfproche  up  to  this 
me.  He  had  done  all  in  litiuour  from  the  first  moment 
f  his  app'arance,  iiiitliiig  forth  no  pretensions,  behaving 
iiusclf  with  all  the  graw  of  a  perfect  hfro.  What  little 
■ansai'tions  thfre  may  liave  been  ill  tha  wilderness  with 
losi'  six  liuiidred  ,iiiil  tht-ir  train  of  Women  and  chddreu 
I  proviric  fill',  tlii-ji'  L-i  no  record;  but  at  all  events  ho 
niild  siTiji  to  liav.'  Iiri'ii  cDurteona  and  cuneiliatory  even 

'  tli.K,.  upon  ul 1„.  1,'viud  mipplics,  iLs  iu  tliu  I'lise  of 

aKal,  ttli.ri'  lln'ii-  i.^  .,u  iii;,'ratia.tin),'  tone  of  friemlhiifss 
:i.|  iinMl,.,t>  in  111,,  liisi  demand,  renmrkiilile  in  the  eiise 
f  a  l.H:_Mn.l   elii. •!,;,.   |l;,vr,l   li.is  e.mManllv  l"rn  eidleil. 
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defenceless  people.  Any  defence  of  David,  however,  on 
this  score  is  sophistry  tu  ua,  and  would  have  been  the 
most  unnecessary  thing  in  the  world  to  him. 

At  all  eventd  the  severest  critic  can  find  little  else  to 
reproach  David  with  in  this  period  of  his  career.  He 
was  forced  into — not  rebellion,  for  no  act  against  tSaiil's 
authority  is  evpr  snggested — but  into  a  wild  and  feuda- 
tory life  by  incessant  pursuit  and  persecution  ;  yet  he 
raised  no  hostile  banner,  put  forth  no  pretensions  to  the 
crown.  And  when  in  despair  and  sickness  of  heart  he 
turned  away  and  directed  hia  stejjS  once  more  to  the 
Philistine  court  to  swk  the  proti-ction  of  thf  eiu'mics  of 


60 


JEKIWALEM. 


[CI 


or  iit  the  door  of  his  tent  in  the  clear  Easteru  iiiglits,  in 
tlio.sR  iiitiTvala  of  peiice  wheii  the  pursuers  were  iiot 
at  liis  heels,  was  probably  a  mere  chant  with  cadences, 
that  nild  natural  strain  nothing  in  itself  but  an  aid  to 
the  iittemiiee  of  the  poem — the  minstrel's  story,  or  the 
mourner's  liiment,  or  the  psalm  of  triumph  aud  joy — 
which  is  the  beginning  of  all  primitive  music.  And 
siii'h  as  thi'  following  were  the  songs  of  the  desert,  tJie 
cry  of  the  exile  and  outlaw — 


0  lAird  my  God,  In  Thee  do  I  put  my  truat : 
•ave  me  Trom  all  them  that  persecute  me  ; 
>ellver  iiic' :  lest  he  t«ar  my  soul  like  n  lion, 
leii(liti<;  i1  in  pieces,  while  there  is  none  lo  del 

1  I.'ihi  iiiv  licxl,  if  I  have  done  this  ; 
f  \\frr  1>i'  liiiijiiity  in  iii,v  lianiU; 

[■  I  liiiii-  ri«;irdt-d  evil  linto  him  tliat  was  at  p 
Vim.  i:iiIi<t  I  Imve  ddivert^l  him 
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He  Uaih  conceived  mischief, 

And  bruu^lit  forth  falseliood. 

He  made  a  pit,  and  digged  it. 

And  la  fallen  into  the  dltcb  whicli  he  hath  ma 

For  his  mischief  shall  return  upon  himself. 

And  his  violent  dealing  upon  hia  own  head. 


Another  psalm  wliich  breathes  the  same  spirit  of 
almost  despair,  rising  by  the  heulitig  action  of  jwi'tii; 
utterance  and  deep  i-ertectiou  niwii  the  grau«  of  (iod  into 
conhdeiiue  and  hotx',  wu  hiive  iilready  identified  with  that 
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It  is,  as  has  been  already  remai'keti,  a  commonplace 

3  say — what  every  devimt  reader  must  have  felt  in  per- 
3nal  use  of  tlie  Psalms — how  often  the  denunuiations  of 
3e  enemies  of  the  writer  come  in  with  a  jarring  discord 
ito  the  prayers  and  vows  of  the  supplicant:  yet  so  far 
3  David  peraoually  is  concerned  there  is  not  only  much 
Kcnse,  but  his  force  of  malediction  is  in  reality  much 
?8s  thau  is  siip]io8ed.  Doeg  the  Edomite,  who  betrayed 
10  fact  (if  his  brief  passage  through  Nob,  and  the  kind 
ffices  of  the  inif(irtiiii:ite  priest,  thus  bringing  about 
le  miissitcre  ot  tli;it  priest  and  all  hia  family,  was,  for 
istiiiii'c.  ;i  nirtiiiii  will!  would  have  had  short  shift  in 
ny  riiiiiuuHiily  ;  uliil.'  on  the  other  hand  it  is  to  be 
■}ii:iikcd  lliiii  haviil'-^  )>rayer8  for  vcngi'ance  are  limited 
•  tin-  ih-Miv  ili:,i.  his  r.i.'mies  should  fall  into  the  net 
■liii'li  ihrv  ],.,sr  UA  iui-  him.  and  the  pit  thev  have 
i^--..l.  Tliiil  llu'ir  rr.,\i  and  rvil  ili-vhvs  slumld  M\ 
■.u-]i  iii-ii  llM.,u.-.hr-,  i-.  m  ilir  ;iL,'.^  uli.'K  an  •■\-  w,,s 


I 


II.]  THE   HOUSE  OF  DAVID.  58 

ment  of  despnir  which  led  him:  but  he  was  no  longer 
a  solitary  anit  powerless  man,  whose  life  uiiylit  have 
been  at  any  moment  the  forfeit  of  his  temeritj'  in  thus 
venturing  into  the  strongholil  of  his  enemies  r  but  at  the 
head  of  a  valiant  and  desperate  band,  certain  to  have 
sold  their  lives  dearly  if  hos]>itaUty  had  been  refused 
them.  It  is  clear,  as  has  been  already  said,  that  neither 
at  this  time  nor  at  any  other  during  Saul's  lifetime  had 
I>avid  any  thought  of  an  avoweil  and  formalised  I'elwllion. 
He  was  not  a  rival  candidate  for  the  thmne ;  nor  wns  he 
even  stung  by  (.'Oiititnial  and  iineeasirii,'  pursuit  tii  si-t  u]i 


JI-KI-iAl-KM,  [(  itM-. 

.eir  vantage  ground  uu  tin-  lull,  ui>on  that  sleeping  liost 
irougli  which  David  threaded  his  way  to  the  very  tent 
■  the  king,  who  coidd  doubt  that  the  result  would  have 
ma  most  disastrous  for  Suul  and  Ills  careless  foUowers? 
at  no  such  idea  ever  sfcnia  to  have  entorud  hia  mind. 
The  cynical  reader  niiiy  say  that  the  strength  was  too 
rtainly  on  Saul'.s  side  to  niake  any  such  attempt 
)ssible:  bnt  that  contiideration  has  nevui-  restraiiii'd 
ly  rebel  of  David's  prestige  and  imfHjrtiince,  nor 
■obably  could  any  onlinary  levy  of  three  or  four  times 
.eir  number  have  stood  Ijefore  these  tried  audri'nowiieil 
arriors  letl  by  siieli  a  chief.  It  is  most  singular  and 
niarkable  that  no  jirojcct  of  resistance  ever  seema  to 
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ive  been  consid.'rcil. 

David  and  hia  men  (lisai'i'eai'ed 

to  til.'  fastuosses  ^^■ 

l.i.h  thpy  knew  so  well,  when  they 

.re  piislM-dby  tli.'ir 

liiirMueiTs;  twic*,  aa  we  have  seen, 

:    att.i'iii|iti'd  to   ovi. 

ri'imif  the  Strong  hostility  aj^^iinst 

Ill  by  pai'h'v  ;,imI  Hi 

!■  I'vidciiws  of  his  own  veucrntiou 

I-   Ihr    Liivii-s    an... 11 

liil,     Ibit    when   neither  continual 

ihliv,  „..!■   lkn„.   M-M 

-  I.I  a  Til  agnail  imity  which  Saul  had 

t'  Ili'JH'l.  I>>  :i|>|>l'>'ri.,[ 

!■  ilii>iig]i  t\wy  made  no  iicrmnncnt 

DVn'iiiv  in  liis.-irij,, 

II-.  Tailed  to  cut  short  tin'  pursuit, 

,■   h;irn,.-od   i.uihiu' 

i'i.iiIlI  liulii  Mill    11,.  ],.u-iT,     ■■  And 
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found  it  difficult  to  pardon  a  Scottish  knight  who  had 
accepted  the  protection  of  England.  And  the  result  was 
that  the  pursuit  was  stopped,  and  David  was  left  alone 
in  his  exile.  It  was  no  doubt  an  advantage  also  to  the 
harassed  country,  continually  troubled  by  a  kind  of  civil 
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his  protector  "the  Geshurites,  the  Gezrites  and  tht 
Ainah^kites,''  all,  it  must  be  allowed,  ancient  enemies  oJ 
Israel,  and  accordingly  fair  prey  to  a  Hebrew  warrior- 
destroying  both  cities  and  people  and  carrying  away  al- 
their  substance.  That  this  was  recognised  as  his  niean.^ 
of  li\  inic  is  evident  from  the  highly  characteristic;  qiies 
tion,  put  in  all  civility  and  friendliness  by  Acliish,  ovei 
whom  th(*  Hebrew  chief  had  exercised  his  usual  charm, 
"  \\']iitli»n'  liave  ve  made  a  raid  to-dav  '/  ''  said  this  indul- 
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lag,  doubtless  employing  himself  in  various  expeditions 
of  the  kind  above  recorded,  and  settling  himself  more 
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which  the  stronger  ties  of  patriotism  and  kindred  might 
have  justified  to  himself?  A  more  exciting  moral  crisis 
could  not  be.  But  we  shall  never  know  how  it  would 
hiive  ended :  whether  faith  unfaithful,  and  the  honour 
of  a  fui^itivo  so  deeply  indebted  to  his  protector,  or  nat- 
ural feeling  and  all  the  strong  inducements  of  ambition 
and  ])oli(y  would  have  carried  the  day.     Fortunately  foi 
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David  must  have  listened  to  the  echoes  of  this  contro- 
versy, which  no  doubt  had  flown  through  all  the  cainp  as 
every  new  detachment  arrived,  and  booh  penetrated  to 
where  the  Hebrews — heavy  and  sad — pitched  their  tents 
among  the  alien  host.  "Their  honour  rooted  in  dis- 
honour stood:"  every  claim  of  gratitude  and  loyalty 
bound  them  to  the  generous  king:  and  yet  when  they 
saw  before  them  the  standard  of  their  country,  and  rec- 
ognised the  ensigns,  each  man  of  his  tribe,  what  pangs 
must  have  been  in  every  heart!  The  rage  of  the  Philis- 
tine leaders  no  doubt  fell  like  balm  from  heaven  ujwn 
David  and  his  men.     He  made  a  little  iKiYxte  objection,  a 
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greet  their  return,  and  every  aign  of  a  sticceBsful  raid 
Buch  as  those  witli  which  they  were  tliemBcIves  familiar, 
not  a  living  t^reatils^l(;J)^aMJ.JS9(il»te.illa«E.teJ«lUlfc 
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of  repose,  when  they  had  stopped  for  the  night,  aiid 
secure  in  the  absence  of  all  the  warriors  of  the  couotry 
and  the  impossibility  of  pursuit,  had  given  themselves 
up  to  feasting  and  rejoicing.  It  was  not  only  Ziklag 
that  had  been  spoiled  but  the  borders  of  Judah,  and  those 
of  Philistia,  both  nations  in  preparation  for  the  coming 
conflict  having  been  compelled  to  leave  their  frontiers 
unguarded ;  and  the  night  camp  was  surrounded  by  bleat- 
ing of  sheep  and  lowing  of  cattle,  as  well  as  by  the 
unhappy  groups  of  women  and  children  liuddled  together, 
not  knowing  perhaps  the  moment  when  the  caprice  of 
;ht  inflict  still  j;rcater  misery.    Uprm 
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and  ijrovirig  how  very  differently  he  ha  1  been  emplojel 
thitii  in  the  anny  of  the  Philistines  v.]  ere  o  1  ubt  tl  e 
rumour  had  already  run  that  he  ^  as  arms  a(,a  st 
rarael,  Mu<-h  the  reverse  !  pursuing  the  Vu  lek  t  s  n 
a  totally  differeut  direction,  aveug  ng  h  s  w  .juir  el 
and  those  of  hia  compatriots,  recover  ng  tl  e  spo  \  v.\  1 
he  thus  generously  shared  with  all  his  friends.  The 
generosity  and  chivalry  of  David's  character,  so  unex- 
ampled ill  his  time,  need  not  make  us  overlook  those 
qualities  of  policy  and  astute  calculation  in  which  he 
was  likewise  strong.  He  was  not  a  kniglit  of  romance 
alone,  tlioiigh  he  was  so  in  a  manner  unknown  to  aiiy 
otlii'r  piimitive  literature  of  any  nation — but  at  the 
sauii-  tiiiu'  he  was  a  far-seeing  and  clear-headed  Uriental 
ihit'l,  uw^Liv  of  a  great  future  before  hiiu,  and  with  no 
iiiiud  to  ni'j,'lcct  any  just  means  of  I'oiU'iliiitinj;  the  ]>opu- 
V.u-  favour.      That  he  sjioulii  have  l.e.^n   able  to  tuni  that 
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all  the  signs  of  woe  upon  him,  his  garments  rent  and 
earth  upon  his  head,  ostentatious  in  his  show  of  mourn- 
ing, arrived  with  news  of  the  fight.  The  Israelites  had 
been  beaten;  they  had  been  driven  back  dispersed  and 
flying  before  the  Philistines,  and  Saul  and  Jonathan 
were  both  killed.  It  was  not  a  Hebrew  but  an  Amalekite 
who  brought  the  news,  a  man  with  no  natural  occasion 
for  such  lamentation,  whose  attempt  to  curry  favour  with 
himself  was  evidently  more  clear  to  David  than  his 
sorrow  for  the  calamity.  And  when  he  proceeded  to  tell 
a  fabulous  story  of  liow  it  was  he  who  had  killed  Siiul  at 
the  prayer  of  the  defeated  king  "because  I   v 
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liiti  misiry  aud  downfall  he  fell  upou  his  sword.  It 
recalls  the  fervour  with  which  the  first  James  of  Scot- 
luod  i)Lirsiit:(I  the  siuue  exercise,  apparently  without 
effi^ct  ill  I'ither  ease-  But  the  wonderful  soug  of  both 
iiatioii;il  aiul  peraoual  sorrow,  the  lament  of  iBrael  at 
cmcp  auil  (if  I>avid,  whose  affectious  liad  never  been 
altoyetlifi-  alienated  from  Saul,  the  first  jiatrou  of  his 
youth,  by  any  intervening  events,  and  who  loved  .fona- 
than  as  a  brother:  is  one  of  those  immortal  songs  which 
to  all  nations  and  in  all  languages  b«come  the  utterance 
of  tlie  heart. 

■■  [liiw  are  the  mighty  fallen  1 
I'lii'  lieauty  of  Isratl 
Is  r-l-.iiii  u[X)n  thy  liigh  [)lai.'es. 
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"O  Jonathan, 
Thou  waBl  slain  in  thy  high  placet 
I  am  dlstresHed  for  thee, 
Mj  brother  Jonathan  : 

"  Very  pleasant  haat  thou  been  to  ir 
Thy  love  to  me  waa  wonderful, 
Passing  the  love  i>[  women. 


Thus  the  first  [wrtioii  of  the  lifu  of  David,  liis  pro- 


rpill-:  r<,iii;iiM-,.  ,.|  Davi.l's  HIV  is  s..  full  <if  (vttnifti.ili 
J-  tli;it  «t'  aiv  A  liuij:  tiiiii'  iirriviiifj  iit  ■IcniKuli.'m, 
wliic'li  is  till'  .siH'L'jul  ;iiru  of  tins  utirnitivt-.  We  will  not 
tlifrrf'iiri-  liii^<-c  uyi-u  tlu'  ititrnjii'djnti-  sU>|is  iir  tln'  run- 
fu.s.-<l  [„Ti.„l  wl.i.li  .■hiiisr.l  iM'fniv  llis  full  r.r,,HlUtiun  11^ 
King  nf  IsiMrl.  Il  \ni*  only  afttT  N'l'l'ivill;,'  tln'  I>iviiifl 
i-.mniiaii<l  tliat  li,.  I,.ft  Zikh^  ami  mlvNiImrJ  liimwlf  ii) 
Hrlnnii.  in  tlir  s,,„tU.-ni  ]-un  "[  .hi.li.li.  iir.  lar  irim.wil 
us  til.-  iM.iiiiiluiiis  nf  till-  ti'iljf  iifnuilt.'d  fritm  tlu'  iKUiie 
iif  Saul :  ulii.li  ha.|  jUwuyn  U-eii  lui  imi«irla!U  jjlawi,  tll« 
aiiri.-iif  filv  uf  ADahaiil.  htill  lin-pl.V  vi-iicriiti'.l  iUt  silcli 

rvfl,  in  llir  ]-i-rsri,t  .lay.       Ik-l'f  Ij.-  ».'Uj<v)  «-j-[|,  «  .vrtHiH 

Mlla-rs.  iiiaMV.  (!■>  .loLiht.  Hiuliiig  aft.T  all  tliuir  wamlcr- 
iii->  rli.-ir  iiiM  ix  .■  h<mi.-s  aijaiu.  His  tril--  wliirli.  uu  ilimlit, 
Im.I  l>,!l,,u,-a  I,.-,  riniti..  .■;iiv.T  u-itli  iiit.'n^st,  aii.i  li-^anl  a 
rli.in-.iii.i  iin".!!-.  jh.l  half-faliiiloiis  tiili's  of  liis  |ir<m-,.,s,. 


■  if  1 


I   hail  I 
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retain  their  jjower,  of  anointing  David  king.  (Jne  of  liis 
first  acts  was  to  reward  and  promise  si)euial  protection 
to  the  men  of  Jabesh-Gilead  who  had  recovered  Saul's 
remains  from  the  Philistine:!  am)  given  them  honourable 
Inirial;  and  no  doubt  the  strains  of  tlie  funeral  song 
were  sung  over  tlie  whole  country  at  once  in  celebration 
of  the  dt'a^l  and  lionour  to  tlie  living.  Hut  David  liad 
yet  m;uiy  dittirulties  before  liiui  ere  bis  positiun  was 
establi,slied.  These  difficulties  wen-  not  only  with  his 
enemies  but  among  his  friends  and  defenders;  for  it  is 
oidy  now  that  another  figure,  more  rugged  and  far  less 
attractive  than  ]>avid,  but  full  of  .-liaractiT  and  power,  a 
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(li'aiij;lit  to  thp  tent  door  where  their  leader  sat.  Wliat 
M,  \v:isl.c  of  strength  and  effort  lie  must  lisive  thoiijiht  it! 
hut  wlieii  llie  {|[iii^8tion  was  out-  iif  hurd  lighting  and  the 
ri'spiiii^iliilitiEis  of  a  great  (rommaml,  Joiib  ami  his  iittend- 
aiit  linitlLiTs  were  never  at  fault. 

Till'  lirst  great  event  in  David's  reign  waa  the  Uittle 
lict»i'i>n  the  siipjiortova  of  Saul's  family  under  iiia  great 
tii'iu'iiil  Aimer,  and  thu  host  nf  Jiiihili  juid  Bcivants  of 
David  \inder  Joab.  Abner,  though  he  ot'Ciijues  but  a 
small  jilai'i'  in  the  record,  is  so  set  before  us  ah  to  jicf]uii-o 
all  i"iv  symiiathies.      Tt  would  Iks  hard  to  say  i.recisely 


hjs  is.  for 


ve  have  few  dptai 


i  of  tliis  iimulv  and 
ve  ;.   riMsim    lor  tli.> 
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Wcare  not  told  what  was  the  issue  of  that  preliminary 
struggle — though  no  doubt  it  was  mutual  slaughter;  but 
in  the  end  Abner  was  beaten  and  his  followers  broken 
and  dispersed,  though  not  without  a  inelaucholy  iiu'ident 
to  spoil  the  triumph  of  the  victors.  The  youngest  of  the 
three  bi-others,  Asahel,  was  '"  as  light  of  foot  as  a  wild 
roe,"  and  as  Abner  reti-eatwl  pursued  him,  no  doubt  tired 
by  the  tliought  of  distinjjuisliing  himself  and  emulating 
the  exploits  of  his  unele  David  in  his  youth.  Abner 
tunied  to  wani  the  hot-headed  lad  again  and  again,  bid- 
ding liim  seek  a  more  tit  antagonist,  almost  ini]diiri]ig 
liiin  to  save  liimself.     Hut  wJien  snili  avgumeLits  proved 
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speak  with  him  quietly  "  killed  him  there.  According 
to  tlie  moriils  of  his  age  he  had  a  right  thus  to  avenge 
his  brother;  but  it  was  a  tragic  incident  with  whicOi  to 
b(\u:in  a  reign.  There  was  a  universal  mourning  over  the 
great  general,  who  was  honoured  even  by  his  adversaries: 
and  some  three  thousand  years  after  the  pe()])le  wept 
for  Abner  we,  too,  who  reiul  the  story  acknowledge  a 
r«'Hiors<*tiil  regret  for  the  great  career  cut  sliort,  the 
iiol»h'  kiiiglit  laid  low.  David's  wail  over  him  is  not  so 
tine,  n(»r  so  clear  as  his  lament  for  Saul,  being  dictated 
l)y  no  Midi  intimate  connection.  Tlie  untoward  event, 
liowcvcr.  called  forth  indignation  as  well  as  regret. 
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eigD^  of  the  nation,  or  to  disturb  the  feeble  nwav  of 
IshboBhetli  in  the  midkiiil  triict  of  Palestine  which 
recognised  his  authority :  not withstiut ding  the  constant 
muttering  of  hostilities,  never  brought  to  any  decisive 
battle,  which  existed  between  them,  In  any  case  it  is 
apparent  that  his  views  of  kingship  were  very  different 
from  those  elementary  views  of  Saul  who  waa  more  the 
champion  of  Israel  than  its  monarch,  and  had  not 
changed  his  residence  nor  probably  much  moditied  his 
living  on  account  of  that  imperfectly  comprehended 
charge.  The  kings  of  the  surrounding  nations  were 
kings  of  cities,  of  small  subdivisions  of  the  countr\\_ 
without  importance  enough  to  favo; 
the  royal  o 


7  1  .IKUrSAI.KM.  [,ii.u>. 

^l>-lls  til  |iri'i;ipitate  uiattiTs,  hut  to  Iiavc  kfjit  in  luli 
fi(i<'litj'  Ills  iiroiiiiHe  to  Saul  not  to  cut  off  liia  houHe. 
In  the  iiiciuitiini',  liowfver,  it  ia  iinjMissiblf  t*)  doubt 
tliat  his  iiiiTid  was  hill  of  tlioufjlit  iiud  ili-lilieviiticiii  ovi-r 
tlie  liigli  [liii-t  whiuli  lie  liad  yet  tu  jiliiy  luul  tin-  Wht 
menus  uf  I'lmsulidatiii^  and  pstiilili.sliing  mi  tin-  suiiiidest 
finuulatioiis  that  kiugdoin  which  he  fiiivsaw. 

H«bvoii  WM  iit  the  extreme  eiul  (it  tin-  tL'vi'it<iry  uf 
.lud.ili,  niiii'h  ]«H8  t)iiit«d  than  Ciibeuli  hml  been  fur  a 
i';i])ital.  With  our  present  ideas  it  ■would  havt'  tK<eiiied 
to  us  veiy  natural  that  tlie  historian  should  have  sjnjkfii 
hiTe  of  til.'  navivd  WOoUeetions  of  Mount  MoiiiiJi.  anil  of 
that  t;r.-iit  act  of  Abraham  wliiHi  Inid  HtmU-  it  ko  nu-nnn- 
;ibl,-.  To  the  .Tew  of  later  times,  as  well  as  to  the 
I'ltristiaii.  and  to  the  Mohanuiiedan,  tluit  assix'iutioti 
wnuld  asMiiedly  have  occurred,  and  have  In-en  .st;.t.-d.  as 
;ni  Jni]ioit,uit  iiiotiv,-  in  thf  <-lioi,-e  of  .I.-bns  turtbe  future 
r^q.it.il;  lm(  ani-i.-lit  tradition  is  by  U..  nu-ans  clear  n|Hin 
llic   tan.    Mtid   tlie  more  aliri.'nt  writer  on-oi.ies   hiiiis.-ir 
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dent  that  this  occurred  with  no  small  miiiil>ei'  of  the 
towns  which  had  heeii  given  over  on  jKii>er,  as  we  slunilil 
say,  to  the  invading  tribes,  hut  whitdi  sloth  or  an  unusu- 
ally finn  resistance,  or  the  intervention  of  other  motives 
of  a  more  immediately  urgent  kind,  luid  induced  them 
to  leave  alone  until  a  more  convenient  season. 

It  would  almost  appear  as  if  David  hail  made  overtures 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  little  city  of  some  [wacefnl 
mode  of  acquiring  possession,  for  we  have  their  answer 
full  of  defiance  and  vain  conhdcnc-e.  'I'lie  message  is 
confused  in  pliraseoh)gy  or  has  heronie  so  tliroii^-li  deflec- 
tive translations.      '■  Kveu  the  hliii<l  and   tlic   Ian..'.      lie 
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of  this  futuie  c-iintal  ui  orif  sense  nf  the  world.  Two 
hills,  which  are  not  mu<h  more  moinitauiii  than  are  the 
seven  hills  of  Rome,  may  be  triced  in  profile  from  the 
higher  ground  on  the  other  side  nf  the  valley  of  Him- 
mon;  The  western  hill  iisnifj  to  a  ]Kniit  against  the 
niorniii);  sun  s]o|)es  downw  ird  the  modtin  wall  marking 
the  outline  of  the  di scent  th.  ii  tint  line  of  ilefem-e 
rises  to  tjie  summit  of  an    iiigiilii  ]ilitf()rin  on  another 


eminence,    s-jmie   and  U.ld     fioi 

n   tthdi.e  the  easter: 

slope  falls  abriii>th,  ilniost  it  on. 

jionit  1  iireei|iire,  t 

the  second  m11<\    I.el  h       I>.  \  .u 

1  tins    niMeparalile,  i 

the  third  hill  <  t  tin    jittl.   i  ui^ 

11.    M   lint  of  Oliver 
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Wfsti?rn  liill  alone.  Thi-  little  towii  lay,  ax  the  towns  of 
Judah  tttill  tie,  upon  the  side  of  the  euiinoiic^,  itii  little 
sti'UHghold  [jiaated  ujiuii  iiic  height,  its  low  huiiaes  cling- 
ing to  till'  rotiky  sides,  prohalily  in  many  euses  with  a 
cave  for  the  innermost  i-oom,  and  fonuded  njion  the  Iwlgea 
and  layers  of  thw  living  stone.  They  were  so  niueh  liigher 
it  would  seeni,  in  civiliHatioii  then,  than  »re  the  Arnlis 
i^ven  of  tlie  present  day  who  eoiitent  tlieniselves  with 
nuid  huts  plastered  against  the  protecting  aloj^e — that 
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upon  the  western  slope  looking  towards  Jerusalem,  and 
that  the  farmer  had  placed  his  wiimowiiig  Hoor  u|K)n  the 
height  where  all  the  winds  would  help  him  in  his  work, 
close  by  the  rocky  altar  oh  which  Abraliaiu  had  made 
his  saeritice.  There  must  have  been  so  many  nidoly- 
liuilt  altars  all  about  the  country,  that  jierliaps  that 
traditional  place  was  less  runiurked — or  it  nii^'ht  tw 
that  the  farmer  hopt-d  it  wcmld  bring  him  good  fortiiiif 
to  thresh  his  corn  ni'ar  a  sa<:red  place.  It  must,  Imw- 
ever,  again  l)e  noted  that  we  know  nothing  of  :iny  ancient 
Jewish  traditions  as  to  this  s|>ot,  which  fX|dains  why  it 
is  that  no  mention  of  the  sacred  iussocijitions  of  Mount 
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flours  unknown  to  Israel,  was  evidently  enough  for  the 
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nee,  whose  mere  physical  necessities  were  so  overwhelm- 
ing, and  who  had  to  hold  their  own  on  every  side  against 
strong  and  watchful  enemies.  Xothing  can  be  more 
deceptive  than  our  calculations  of  policy  as  solely  act- 
uating such  a  movement.  Ha<l  David  not  been  moved 
by  strong  religious  faith,  and  a  boundless  conviction 
that  God  was  with  liim,  and  all  things  in  the  Divine 
hand,  he  never  would  liave  attained  the  position  he  now 
held;  and  it  would  be  out  of  harmony  with  all  that  we 
know  of  him  could  we  aujiixwe  that  he  was  not  himself 
the  most  fervent  of  the  worshippers  wjio  tilled  the  %-alh'y 
with  their  songs  as  they  went  along  towards  the  village 
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i-iiriims  \v;iy  w)lU;1i  It  IM  Mo  liuni  t*>  uiiiltTRUiiiil.  Hut 
th.'si'  «i-ii>  iimtmlily  uUl  sliiincs  Kitlii-r  mliijiUnl  t'miii  tlie 
siin-iuiiiiiinn  itiUiiUus  i»r  iiiBtituti-J  liiialily  Ui  uu'et  nii 
cvM-yihiy  lu'reHSity.  KirjatU-.Ji'H4'iui  lii's  on  a  suft.  littli- 
kiiull  ill  I.Ik'  sunaliiue,  its  lnvel  liwa  of  low  liimscs  stir- 
rmiiirii'il  \i\  Uvm  iiKiru  tuxiiriant  tliaii  .ire  iiniiiil  in  I'ulcs- 

tin.-.  ii-  |".>in s|iiriitlly  [waiHiful  ititil  suiiliiig — thmigli 

s ■.,!  'Ii.    iM.iiiir  line,  wlifiv  till' liftt'c  I'liilistiiU'S  must 
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delight  and  excitement  of  the  festival  had  made  the 
crowd  of  followers  almost  forget  what  was  the  sacred 
occasion  of  tlieir  rejoicing:  and  l)y  the  time  that  the 
music  and  the  rhythmic  dance — those  convolutions  of 
almost  solemn  movement,  wliicli  are  so  unlike  aiiythinf,' 
that  we  know  under  the  name  of  dancing — haf)  reached 
the  aouthei-n  valley  iindor  the  hill  «f  Zion  the  wild  ex- 
citement of  the  crowd  had  probiildy  reaelied  a  climax. 
As  we  liave  no  reason  to  sup]>ose  that  natural  i.'auses  are 
not  used  by  Providence  in  all  ages,  it  is  legitimate,  wc 
think,  to  believe  that  the  sudden  deatli  of  U^nali,  who  is 
said  til  have  taken  hold  of  the  Ark  to  steadv  it.  and  thus 


s|  .IKKl'SAl.KM,  [^  ii.U'. 

Kiy  that  Wf  were  '■  liisijk'ust'ir'  with  wliiit  w;i.s  ivcnguiscil 
to  Ik;  an  a<-t  of  (Jod. 

But  tins  mood  did  not  last.  The  king  Inokwl  down 
from  his  lurtreas  night  (iiid  day  tiiwin  t\w  vatlny  in  whieh 
was  hidden  that  ftanrod  syiiilml :  mid  as  he  canii'  and  went 
behehl  on  hia  way  the  eiiijity  talkjrnacle,  thy  fohla  of  ttie 
closed  and  vacant  tent  where-  he  hjul  meant  to  idaei-  thi' 
venerable  token  of  God'a  pi'eaenee  with  Win  yfo\iW.  It 
must  ha^-o  l)ecoine  a  gi'owiiig  preocoujiatioii,  an  cagi-i' 
longing  and  desire;  indeed  from  this  period  the  fixed 
idea  of  a  Honso  of  God,  more  splendid  than  any  tent 
or  tal)erna.i'le,  seems  to  have  taken  iwsatission  of  Havid's 
mind.  And  then  there  came  tales  of  how  everything 
throve  in  the  household  of  the  man  who  had  given  to 
tli;tt  saori'd  symbol  the  shelter  of  his  roof,  until  by 
dc^'reos  the  superstitious  terrors  wore  off,  the  iiroject 
u':ii  t:iki>ii  up  again,  and  the  wish  of  t.ho  king's  heart 
was  t.nu|")rarily  fulfilled.  A  fe.ast  more  joyous  still  than 
till'  Inrnir]-  whieh  ended  in  so  mnrh  tr<>uld.'.  iiiadi>  tlie 
^li..m  ,.r  111,-  lu'wly  nam.-d.TKiirsAi.KM  .■chu  t<.  tlu- slurs. 
a-=  :illtl,r.|,l,.|,doiirof  Israel,  fv.'iTtliini;  that  111. ■ivavliki' 
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brothers-in-anns :  and  all  tlie  commoner  train  that 
crowded  after  them.  We  have  no  clear  information 
where  it  wau  exiictly  that  Ubed-edom  and  his  suiis 
wielded  their  flails,  while  the  winnowing  winds  through 
the  open  sUed  drove  tlie  useless  chafE  away.  But  no  corn 
would  l)e  threshed  or  labour  of  the  field  go  on  on  tliat 
great  day.  All  the  way  up  to  tlie  city  gates  thrmigh  the 
nivine,  all  gay  with  many  coloured  crowds,  what  a  sight 
to  see  that  pr(M-^ssion  wind.' — the  fir.st  of  niuny  won- 
dei-ful  sights,  the  Ix'ginning  of  the  link  which  Iwiiind  the 
lesser  hill  to  the  loftier,  the  thnuie  .if  niitii-niil  worship 
to  the  throne  of  tlic  house  (.f  l>;.vid.      And  as  the  .-lioirs 
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"  Who  is  (lie  King  of  glory  '' 
The  U>Td  (.f  Ii.«t8. 
He  u  iln'  King  of  gU'ry." 
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The  (iiiriuiis  story  which  follows  shows  lis  from  sonw 
window  in  the  wall  a  ivonian  looking  out  upon  the  ap- 
[iroiu.'hiiig  [irocession,  a  woniau  ssjI  at  h("art.  tnni  fi'iiiii 
ii'iit.   siirrouiuliiigs,   hroujilit    liack    [»< 


iishnin!  who 


she  hud  .■ 


1   U<   \u\ 


I'll  t 


i-c  of  joy  at  the  establish nient  of  a  new  kingdom  over 
ruins  of  her  father's  house.  Midial  had  loved  David 
suvi'il  his  life  in  the  early  days  of  their  devotion, 
siui-i'  then  years  of  ti-ouble  and  elutnge  liad  elapsed 
ulhiT  hives  had  taken  the  ])lac-e  of  tliat  i-onianee.  She 
lii'i'ii  ii'stored  not  without  rclni'tjince  on  her  [uut, 
<-i{  i.i-rli;ips  l.y  the  e.vtnioniinary  nmnnei-s  of  tju- 
■.  hn.u-lit  hark  with  w.M-|iiij-  to  timi  olli.T  wouirn 
';nhlV  liousi^alid  ;M-Lo«-a  of  i-liil-ivii  uitli  wl ^hr 
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had  no  doubt  been  as  sw[«irior  to  t!ie 
she  attributed  to  him  as  art?  to  tliis 
whom  angry  kinsfolk  throw  like  ar 
awerefl  indignantly :  "  I  will  yft  Ih-  tii 
I  will  he  Iwist  in  my  own  sijjht,'"  lit'  I'li 
the  Lord,  who  idujsf  lui-  li.'for,-  rliv  iui 
his  lioiise."  This  alt.-reiition  l>r.-aks 
beautiful  sceiif  full  of  uiitional 
nmiih,  but  eniliittciTil.  as  so  ufi 


■  vile  tlm 
"It  wits 
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worthy  of  the  age  in  whicli  such  sheer  devotioa  was  the 
ideal  of  the  spotless  character.     And  like  the  higl)  hero 

of  the  poet's  dreani,  the  Arthur  who  never  was  by  sea 
or  shore,  David  whom  we  all  discuss  with  so  many  dis- 
]>aragement3,  the  ambitious,  the  s<^hemer,  the  voluptuary 
— David  received  this  proof  of  siiprt'iue  devotion  like  the 
prince  and  jioet  he  was.  "My  (JikI  forhid  it  me,"  lie 
cries,  "that  I  should  ilo  this  tiling' :  shall  1  diiiik  tlic 
blood  of  these  luen  that  liavo  put  their  lives  in  jeop- 
ardy? for  with  tlie  jeiipardy  of  tlicir  lives  have  they 
biwijiht  it."  Xo  ilri)p  of  tliat  preciuiis  i-nuse  was  fur 
human  lips.     He  iMiure<I  it  out  i«dorf  tlie  l.ord.      Wliere 
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unfolding  drama,  with  its  gn'.'it  rolls  of  shiry  full  within 
and  withinit  of  lainenfcition  itiiil  moiiriiiug.  It  is  the 
rommon  idea  of  hitiaaiiity  thut  its  owe  extniordiuary  and 
incoiiiiirplii'nsible  beiug  is  in  some  sort  the  centre  of  the 
universe,  mi  idea  of  whicll  it  wnulil  be  iiu]>"wsible  Ut  illH- 
abnse  the  [irimitivp  uiiml,  and  whifh  it  is  dJIHi'tilt  even 
for  the  most  fully  informed  to  foreKf.  \\'i'  kuM\s'  tliat  thf 
stars  are  ^Teatei"  worlds  tliaii  imr  uwii  and  tliat  they  arts 
iiummeralde  in  their  greatness,  but  still  the  inalienable 
jmctry  <>i  iiatni-e  comjiels  us  to  see  in  them  the  lights 
that  till  iiiir  nights  with  beauty,  the  spettitors  of  our 
wayward  iiiurses.  It  may  be  that  we  an-  indeed  the 
obji-rt  ci  ciintinual  interest  in  this  other  way.  The  rei'ord 
of  ha|i|iiiii-ss  is  blank;  the  moviuj;  storv,  the  elociiieiiri-, 
Ih.-  |K».iiy.  .-veuthe  keener  Haslie.s  of  ileli,L;ht.  must  all 
lir  111.'  aivMiiiiiunimeuts  <.f  mortal  distress.     We  ran  imr- 
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ac;  of  David,  and  the  great  traders  of  Tyre,  perhajw 
to  divert  his  attention  from  their  wealth,  and  the  fact 
that  they  hatl  no  army  on  land  sufficient  to  resist  him, 
made  haste  to  offer  their  frienilship  and  their  gifts  and 
their  skilful  worknipn  to  buikl  the  new  king  a  palace 
worthy  his  great  name.  It  was  perha|is  the  first  in- 
trodnetion  of  aiiythiiif;  that  (lowhl  1>h  called  luxury  into 
the  spare  dwellings  of  the  hitherto  hut  partially  settled 
triltes :  and  the  wonder  inu.st  have  sjirciul  through  the 
little  rocky  city  as  the  caiiivans  arrived  with  their  s]i(iils, 
and  the  Tyriaus  with  their  lnud.i  of  cedar;  anil  the  gi-eut 
hewn  stones,  Cychijiean  ni;u!scs  wliiirh  still  an'  tlie  won- 
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which  already  had  shaped  itself  iii  his  fervent  iinagitiii- 
t'lnn.  Not  for  him,  with  blood  upon  his  haiKls.  wa-s  this 
great  and  crowning  achievement  of  life  to  lie.  To  the 
poet,  framing  in  his  mind  iill  glorious  things,  who  had 
already  liegim  to  muse  aiid  dream  of  the  great  wails,  tlie 
fragrant  portala  of  eeda.r,  the  wreathed  work  of  the  cor^ 
itiees  and  rapitals,  thi:^  was  no  doubt  a  terrible  ehei-lc 
nini  di,s;ip|Hiint]Qent.  Many  years  after  when  lie  unfi.jhleil 
his  [iliiLis  to  his  son  Solomon,  David  described  all  the 
li.'i'oniiiiiris  which  he  desired  to  be  carried  out  in  the  yet 
iiiibmU.  Tfmple,  with  a  sigh  of  unaecomplished  desire. 
■■  All  tliis,"  he  said,  "the  Lord  maile  nie  underKtaiid  in 
wvjtiiij,' by  hand  upon  me,"  an  expression  in  which  there 
is  (ill  tlicViitbos  of  a  cherished  hope  unfnllilled. 

Wli.-ii  Nathan  left  liini  after  this  interview  David  en- 
li'ri'd  iiitu  the  tent  wbere  the  Ark  dwelt  in  solemn  !,'li.oin 
i.iidiT  iu  .■urtubis,  imd  |.imrcd  out  liis  suul  in  thuiiks  1.. 
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bad  had  his  share  of  glory,  the  glory  of  great  fame  and 
honour  and  incalculable  promotion,  the  renown  of  a  great 
leader  and  ruler.  He  bad  established  the  dominion  of 
Israel,  and — crowning  happiness  in  the  eyes  of  an  East. 
em  prince — he  was  thus  proclaimed  father  of  a  never- 
ending  line  of  kings  to  be;  but  tliat  Temple  nf  bis  dreams, 
more  glorious  than  wiis  ever  built  witli  liiinds,  that  grent 
psalm  erected  in  everlasting  stone  and  lined  with  gold 
and  tilled  with  music,  tliat  beaiitifnl  imaftiniition  wah 
refused  to  him.  To  know  that  Solomon  should  do  it, 
was  no  doubt  a  great  thing:  but  yet  a  man's  son,  tliout;li 
dear,  is  not  bimseif.     His  was  tiie  imafjination,  his  the 
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clii.-f  iT]H'n.ach  of  liis  life.  Dy  this  timt'  lu'  hati  rctinnl 
Erwiii  tlif  active  conduct  of  tile  vriivs  wliicU  wei-e  etiU 
going  on  iill  arouiKl  under  tlie  gfnei-alship  of  the  re- 
doubtable Joab.  Daviil  liiiiisidf  lnul  Iwen  iireveiited  by 
the  strong'  i'i>muiistraui.:t'  of  his  rannseltorH  ami  tbr  [ii*»- 
]ile  gpueriilly  from  leading  his  own  ariuy  as  in  ffirmer 
tiiiH'ji  "Ifst  Thou  quencli  tlie  light  n(  Israt'I,"  and  hail 
yielded  tn  that  reiisonable  jii'ayer;  so  that  now  "at  tJiu 
time  when  kings  go  forth  to  battle,"  a  cuvions  indication 
iif  tin-  wnilike  habit  of  the  nations  round,  "David  sent 
Juab  and  his  servants  with  him,  and  all  Israel"  to  de- 
stroy Aiiimon,  or  whatsoevei  other  work  of  the  kind 
iiii;liit  Ih-  in  baud.  "And  Diivid  sat  in  liis  house  "—set 
a.-^ide.  altlinuf-h  on  tlie  couiidiuu-utary  arpnneiit  tliiit  his 
lilr  u:i-;  l.>"  valuable  to  U-  risked:   and   dream.-d   of  tli.- 
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nored.  David  dared  not,  it  would  seeiii,  risk  surIi  a 
scandal  in  his  new  capital,  and  to  hide  hit)  guilt  had  1*6- 
coiirse  first  to  mean  expedients  and  then  to  a  l)li)ncly  and 
desperate  act.  Failing  in  all  attempts  to  sediiw  t'viali 
lie  sent  to  Joab  in  the  field  that  commisaioii  of  immler 
iuid  treadiery.  "Set  Uriah  in  the  forefront  of  the  hot- 
test liattle."  To  be  in  the  van  is  at  all  times  a,  iTcdit  for 
iL  soldier,  the  post  of  honour,  as  of  danger:  [iroliahly 
Uriah  was  made  to  feel  himself  the  selected  ehiiuipioii, 
and  so,  let  us  hope,  met  Jiis  death  gloriously  with  no 
consciousness  of  the  slianieful  cause. 

It  is  curious  to  remark  that  the  uncompromisinp  Jonti, 
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tu  satisfy  ul]  his  ih'sirea.  Then?  w:ui  a  hiilwius 
ring  whioh  tb<-  wif.i  of  L'riah  mourii.ia  for  her 
which  spi'uis  to  thi-  reader  an  iulditioiml  horKU 
fki'iy  of  wjrraw-.  Hut  let  us  iicipc  tliat  Bath- 
■■iv  nothing  about  the  cause  uf  his  di'iith,  and 
,  this  piilty  aatisfaetion  witli  whieh  »he  must 
tlLiit  this  event  secnreil  her  own  safety,  would 
')ii])iinetio[iB  in  her  uiiiiil  iind  make  the  nioum- 
.1  -.1  pretence  ami  intnrkery.     Tu  f'iit<-r  iiitii  thi' 

tim  fciug  in  such  e.in.-ii]ust(iiR'e»  would  In'  nut 
■i]  by  trouble  we  may  be  KUie,  to  the  woman 
iry  woidd  be  whispered  with  many  a  i-ominen- 

nne  to  another  by  th<ise  free-s])ihk('u  women  of 
in,  notwithstaiidiuj,'  the  iKiuda^'i'  nf  i"'lyj;;nuy, 
rv  sluw  tn  exi.ri'ss  tlu'ir  o].iuioiis.  ev.-n  to  tlifir 
,11.  I'.ul  Irii'  I);ivid  tlii'n-  \v;is  rrsrrv.-d  a  more 
.  niid.'mii^ition-     Till'  imidi'ut  w.mld  liave  Ihvii 
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judge  of  Israel,  bound  to  see  right  and  justice  admin- 
istered everywhere,  with  his  brief  but  tremendous  indict- 
ment. 

"  There  were  two  men  in  one  city ;  the  one  rich,  and 
the  other  poor.  The  rich  man  had  exceeding  many 
flocks  and  lierds:  but  the  i>oor  man  had  nothing,  save 
one  little  ewe  lamb,  which  he  hail  Ijoiight  and  nourished 
up;  and  it  grew  u|i  toj^'ther  with  him,  and  with  hia 
children;  it  did  eat  of  his  own  meat,  and  drank  of  his 
own  cup,  and  lay  in  his  biisom,  and  was  to  him  as  a 
daughter.  And  there  came  a  traveller  unto  the  rich  man, 
and  he  spared  to  tiikc  of  his  own  flock  and  of  liis  own 
1  tliat  > 
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eouie,  nhicli  is  said  to  have  followed.  The  loss  of  a 
new-l«.ini  infant  would  seeiu  but  a  small  matter  in  tliat 
overflinviug  Kostern  house,  swarming  with  the  sons  of 
the  kins;;  vet  no  father  of  one  sole  heir  and  hope  could 
have  felt  it  more  di't'iily  than  Pavicl  aiipears  to  have 
done.  As  he  lies  on  the  ground  in  an  agony  of  huniilia- 
tioo  aud  I'rayer  all  thfi  night  throUKh,  hetieeching  tJod 
fo.thrlile  of  his  child,  al.s.  ilHd  md  s«  illowed  n\'  in 
his  [jenitence  as  he  was  before  in  his  pleasure,  the  heart 
of  the  reader  melts  over  the  stricken  man  His  puiiisli- 
uieiit  was  far  from  being  over  in  the  death  of  that  inno- 
cent. Ahsalom  lay  before  hiin  in  his  way.  and  Aninon, 
and  tiiaiiy  a  ^rivt  connected  with  his  ehildreii :  not  easily 
or  li,i;hlly  was  Ids  expiation  to  he  made:  but  no  man, 
uiiil  Mill  lis.s  any  woman,  who  has  jiasscd  throu'.di  siii-h 
;i    *i:.;il.  will  refuse  th.-  triliute  of  svuipiitliy  to   David. 


Wli 
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painful  and  revolting  to  our  ears,  of  Atnnoa  and  Tamar, 
nor  how  it  could  be  possible  that  a  legitimate  and  per- 
mitted bond  could  exist  between  the  eon  and  daughter, 
even  though  by  different  mothers,  of  the  same  man. 
But  the  vengeance  of  Absalom  is  quite  comprehensible, 
justifiable  Indeed  according  to  every  rule  of  that  ])riiui- 
tive  period.  It  opens  to  us  another  [,'linipse  of  the  e<'(in- 
omy  of  Israel  and  the  niannt:rs  of  the  time.  It  would 
seem  that  Absalom  was  in  Kpwiiil  favour  witli  his  father, 
one  of  the  chief  among  the  king's  sous,  U}  all  of  whom 
in  his  excess  of  parentil  love  Daviil  w:us  over-indiilgi'iit. 
His  mother  was  a  king's  daughter,  wlio  must  have  ean^'iit 
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children  in  their  glory  and  joy  of  youth,  than  there  waa 
in  that  joy  when  possessed  by  ourselves.  David  must 
have  turned  back  to  his  graver  life  with  the  smile  and 
the  blessing  still  upon  his  lips. 

But  very  difEereut  was  the  return.  Towards  the  even- 
ing while  it  was  scarcely  yet  time  to  look  for  the  liome- 
comiiig  of  the  revellers,  a  hasty  |X)st  came  wildly  up  the 
hill,  with  clang  of  hoofs  and  breathless  shout  of  evil 
tidings — the  king's  sons  all  killed,  the  shcei)-sheiiring 
turned  into  a  carnage.  Before  it  reached  David  the  cry 
had  become  more  dehnite.  "Ali^alum  lias  slain  all  the 
king's  sons,  and  there  is  not  one  of  them   left."     Tlie 
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paiiic  to  (leceivfl  the  possible  pursuer :  and  iniiuetl lately 
there  burist  iuto  the  hall  the  frightened  and  breathless 
eonipaiiy  i<{  the  young  men  who  had  left  home  so  gaily. 
"They  lifted  up  their  voice  and  wept  sore:  and  the  king 
and  all  !iis  serv'ants  wept."  They  were  safe,  but  one 
l)rother  w;is  dead,  and  one  fled  with  the  stain  of  blood 
upon  him.  There  would  be  among  that  distraeted  group 
some  foi-  Amnon  and  aome  for  Absalom;  the  brother 
wbd  had  brought  shajue  on  tlia  whole  faiwilj'  and  the 
brother  wlio  had  avenged  that  shame  so  bitterly:  but  they 
wei'o  iill  jirohably  verj-  young  and  in  their  sudden  terror 
unfit  for  anything  hut  flight.  And  was  it,  perhaps,  already 
fliiiitin^'  tliiciugli  all  minds  that  the  foolish  indulgeiice  of 
I>;i\  id.  «  ho  liiul  not  chastised  tlie  crime  of  the  first,  wiis 
tliiis  to  lil:i]iii'  for  the  whole  eataHtrophe?  hut  on  tliese 
piijnls  \vv  ■an  but  conjeeturi',  the  record  says  nutliing. 
Ai.iii.iii  w;is  the  firstlxirn  of  ])avid',s  sons,  imd  pmluips 
tli^ii  rli.iiiiriiuri  riindc  it  mure  ililliciilt:  fin-  liiin  in  visit 
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flourished  to  show  what  they  could  do  to  the  king.  The 
city  throve,  the  kingdom  increased  in  extent  and  order, 
the  soldiers  of  Israel  and  their  general  returned  to  their 
homes  in  the  stormy  season,  and  went  forth  with  their 
banners  flying  in  tlie  spring.  The  natural  course  and 
order  of  all  things  went  on  as  Iwfore.  Hut  the  King  of 
Israel  in  his  house  of  cedar,  the  jialaco  that  shone  in  the 
sunshine,  was  cheered  neither  by  coiu^uest  nor  tributi", 
nor  by  tlie  vessels  of  gold  and  silver  which  lie  was  laying 
Up,  nor  the  plans  which  lie  was  di-awing  out  for  the 
future  house  of  God.  His  heart  was  heavy  for  his  cliil- 
dren,  not  only  for  Ainiion  dead,  but  for  Absalom  in  exile, 
whose  gallant  presence  be  mi.ssed  at  every  jw 
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court.  But  moBt  likely  nobody  had  taken  the  handsome 
youth  seriously  until  that  deed  of  blood  which  distin- 
guished him  still  more  etTec-tually  than  his  good  looks 
and  royal  parentage,  from  among  the  crowd  of  his 
brethren — or  indeed  thought  of  that  action  now  as  any- 
thing but  a  well-deserved  and  not  dishonourable  revenge. 
Two  years  of  humiliation  followed  during  wliieh 
Absalom,  though  iiermitted  to  inhabit  Jenisalcui,  was 
not  allowed  to  enter  his  father's  liousc,  or  see  his  fiwe, 
years  which  were  no  doubt  more  liard  upon  the  king  wlio 
loved  his  son  than  u]>on  the  son  who  was  plotting  liow 
best  to  overthrow  his  father's  throne.  It  is  ditficult  to 
iLint  for  so  long  I'outini 
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hia  contimiiil  poring  over  those  plana  for  the  iniiMiaai- 
ble  Teniijli-,  hia  encouragement  of  foreign  artists,  tilling 
Jfrusalem  with  useless  dilettantism,  takin;;  tlie  lircml 
out.  nf  his  ivarriors'  mouths,  would  no  tloiibt  lie  the  siih- 
jVit  of  iii.iiiy  a  lampoon,  whispered  from  gucat  to  guest, 
with  liur.sts  of  profane  laughter.  Who  was  to  tarry  out 
tlio.sp  phmy  and  put  away  all  that  trt-asuR'  from  tlip  use 
of  those  who  were  young  and  full  of  the  faculty  of  eujoy- 
nieiit'.'  Xot  Ali^alom  one  iiii^ht  be  !iui'e,  wlio  luved  tti 
have  everytliing  beautiful  and  splendid  about  him,  and 
had  all  the  royal  instincts  of  niagnilicence  which  David, 
humlily  liorti,  directed  to  that  dreain  of  a  house  of  God. 
And  thi'  |ieople  who  loved  David  in  reality,  yet  never 
fan  n'sist  tlio  inllnenee  of  such  jests,  no  donlit  laughed 
tiio.  |il..iLSfd  to  make  that  harailfss  rclicllion  against eou- 
stitntrd  aiilhority,  aud  full  of  malicious  hostility  to  the 
|-uiTi-,i,.|s.  the  artists  who  wouhl  he  eh,seted  with  the 
kill-  Inr  liniirs  whil.'  fvrn  liis  ou-,i  s.m  ^^,ls  k^'pt  out. 
And    all    lli:it    was   y..iiii-   and   :,'.iv    «nii|,l   ,.<,l|,.rl    nl.out 
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Ahithopbel,  the  wisest  of  the  Israelites,  must  hare  been 
already  in  it,  though  that  great  counsellor  was  not  yet 
openly  on  Absalom's  side.  He  made  a  practice  of  going 
out  to  the  gate  where  it  was  the  king's  duty  to  sit  in 
judgment  and  hear  all  the  eases  that  were  brought  before 
him,  placing  himself  iD  all  his  bravery,  and  with  his 
gracious  bearing,  in  the  way  of  the  litigants.  It  is  im- 
plied though  not  said  that  David  bad  become  perliaiis 
careless  of  this  duty,  came  seldom  to  the  seat  of  justice, 
was  more  and  more  preoccupied  and  absorbed,  as  it  ivoiiM 
be  the  policy  of  the  plotters  to  represent,  with  that 
Temple  of  bis,  and  his  plan  of  hiding  away  for  its  fiituri' 
.ill  those  treasiirns  of  l'uIcI  and  silver 
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throne  tliire.  The  rebel  jilpaded  a  vow  which  he  had 
taken  to  ]nTfomi  aacriUcos  at  Hebron,  and  «■  i-eived  his 
father's  [it'i'inisaion  tii  leave  Jt^nisiilt^m  for  th;it  purpose 
wit.h  ik  strung  following,  all  his  own  intimates  and  their 
tiiiins,  iiiid  two  hundred  men  in  addition  who  apparently 
fiiniH'd  the  PHCort  of  the  pretended  ]iil(;riius.  Some  time 
cliipHed  liefore  it  beeame  known  in  .Jerusalein  what  this 
expi-ditiim  meant,  and  then  we  must  sup]jose  frnni  his 
after  cDmhiet  that  it  burst  like  a  thunderbolt  upon  David, 
who  liad  either  been  unaware  of  all  that  was  happening, 
'■r  li^id  tinned  a  deaf  ear  to  any  further  accusation  against 
liis  Mill  ;itt.i-r  having  been  separated  fi-om  him  so  long. 
Tlir  riiii-iiu't  of  David  seems  unaecouiitalde  in  this  sudden 
mill  !,'ir;it  I'tiiergenoy.  Not  a  thiiutjlit  of  n 
tjiailitrij:iiii-e  of  his  owu  ri«bt  seed.s  to  lia\-f 
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out  of  the  old  warrior  and  all  his  courage?   Was  it  those 
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His  sanction  and  guardianship.  How  could  a  guilty  wan- 
derer flying  from  the  vengeance  that  had  been  denounced 
upon  him  lay  that  flattering  unction  to  his  soul?  It 
seems  to  have  brought  a  faint  glimmer  of  hope,  however, 
into  his  mind  to  see  the  sacred  symbol  and  feel  that  the 
sympathies  of  the  priests  were  with  him;  for  a  thought 
of  coming  back  breaks  in  now  for  the  first  time  into  liis 
despair.  "Carry  back  the  Ark  of  God  into  the  city/'  he 
says.  ^'  If  1  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  He  will 
bring  me  again,  and  show  me  both  it,  and  His  habita- 
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cannot  but  remember  how  often  in  after  days  Ho  who 
was  tlie  Hon  of  Davitl  passed  over  tbat  brook,  going  to 
His  sa<;iTd  meditations  in  the  garden,  or  coming  back  to 
the  cross  ;iud  the  grave. 

"David  went  up  the  ascent  of  (tljvdt,  ftnd  wi'pt  as  ho 
Mint  n]i,  and  bad  his  head  covered,  ami  he  went  bare- 
lont. :  !iud  all  the  [teople  tliut  wax  with  him  covered 
I  viTv  iii;in  his  head,  and  they  went  Uj).  weejiiuj;  us  they 
wtnf."  Tliis  was  evidently  more  than  a  mere  tlight:  it 
was  a  ])i'iiitential  procession,  a  confession  of  the  lialf- 
forjiiitti'ii  sing  for  which  now,  at  last,  retribution  liad 
ciiiiii'.  Hi-  was  going  back  to  those  old  haunts  where 
his  trnidili'd  youth  had  been  spent :  and  he  remembered 
bis  eirufs  ;md  U.wed  liis  head  before  tbat  justice  wiiiiOi 
hiid  tarried  long  but  never  ha.l  for-ottcii.  It  mitjlit  hiive 
be.ii  ^ji.l  nf  I);ividas  itw;i,sof  Jol^liiulheserved  ih'A 
r..r  iM.ii-iit?     \Vli;it  pr..m<.ti<.n  liad  been   -iveii  to  him. 
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prosperous  years :  but  God  had  not  forgotten  it.  Wha 
else  but  this  could  have  taken  the  heart  out  of  the  ol< 
warrior,  the  mighty  man  of  valour?  We  all  remembe 
against  him  the  death  of  Uriah:  but  few  take  any  ac 
count  of  the  stricken  father,  the  fugitive  king,  the  self 
humiliated  penitent,  his  head  bowed  under  the  veil  o 
mourning,  Ins  feet  torn  upon  the  stony  ways,  his  glor 
departed  from  him,  and  most  of  all  his  son  turned  agains 
him,  his  son  whom  he  loved.  Not  only  tin-  death  o 
Uriah,  but  many  an  error  besides  was  no  doubt  in  David': 
mind,  and  that  sense  of  supreme  failure  wbioh  is  so  bitte 
in  the  heart  of  a  parent  vrhone  r.hildren  arp  unkind  n.ni 
undutiful :  —  the  consciuuauess  t 
misplaced  severity,  i 
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ami  wlii-n  the  mournful  party  came  to  a  halt,  the  liheral 
sui-cours  Lifforded  both  by  friends  and  former  enemies — 
till'  Kiuj,'  iif  Ammoii  among  othei-a,  with  geuei-ims  for^t- 
fiihii'ss  ul'  rild  feuds,  sending-  sii[i|ilies  tu  tlie  eninji — must 
h;ivf  -SDfti'iied  tlie  firat  senaatiori  of  uiiriiitiguted  distress, 
as  till'  nccfssity  for  exertion  in  itself  and  the  experietiee 
of  every  new  event  inuat  always  do  more  or  less.  Pavid 
\v;is  still  sii  self-aliased  in  hiskeen  fonseioLisness  uf  Diviue 
i-liastisenieut,  that  he  would  permit  no  vengeance  to  be 
tiiken  u]iou  the  vulgar  abuse  of  Shiniei  who  threw  stones 
at  him  ;is  lie  passed.  "  Behold,  my  son  seeketh  my  life : 
biiw  imii'li  more  now  may  tliis  Henjamite  do  it?"  he  says 

iis  l.r  [Kisses  on. 

Ill  till'  meantime  a  terrible  scene  was  In'ins  enaeti'd  in 
-liiiis:iliTii,  r.iie  of  insult  and  affront  to  the  kliij;,  which 
i^  iiH  Ml,,-.. jvahh- to  modern  minds,  not  t..  s|..-;ik  of  indi- 
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bility  of  forgetting  that  any  one  is  injured,  in  tlie  satis- 
faction of  restored  brightness  and  triumph.  And  the 
throng  would  surge  on  after  him,  pushing  up  the  streets, 
pouring  out  of  every  house,  towards  the  jalace  whioli 
stood  vacant  in  the  guardianship  of  those  ten  poor 
women — empty  for  any  man  to  seize  and  take  posses- 
sion of  it.  One  wonders  whether  tluit  dark  counsellor  hy 
Absalom's  side,  a  mere  speck  ainotig  the  bravery  of  the 
brilliant  train,  hail  wrongs  or  slights  to  avenge  against 
David  who  knew  his  force,  at  least,  whether  lie  had 
employed  him  or  not?  or  if  it  were  mere  cold  wisdom 
and  policy  which  di<;tated  his  iuhice?'     Ahitliophel  w.is 
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own  bouse  and  his  people  was  all  that  Absalom  wanted. 
But  now  that  he  was  undeceived  there  was  no  indulgence 
.in  Joab's  heart.  Had  he  been  a  uuin  of  policy  alone  we 
might  imagine  that  the  certainty  that  Absalom  so  long  as 
he  lived  would  l)e  a  standing  danger  to  the  crown,  was 
what  moved  him  most:  but  tbiiugb  his  stroug  sense 
made  that  too  apparent  to  him,  Joab  had  thus  more  poig- 
nant reiisons  still  for  being  remorseless  towards  Absalom 
who  liatl  deceived  Iiim, 

Nothing  could  be  more  vivid,  or  mure  touching,  than 
tlie  picture  of  the  setting  out  of  tlie  forces  from  tlii-ir  city 
of  refuge  to  meet  the  rt-bela.    Tin- 


118 


JERUSALEM. 


[ci 


that,  if  hp  found  tliat  dainty  gallant  in  his  way  tliere 
slioulil  1m'  i^hort  shrift.  Thus  the  army  w*ent  forth  to 
the  battle. 

And  David  "sat  between  the  two  pites."  He  was 
atill  the  liRht  of  Israel,  not  to  be  riskeil  in  such  a  cou- 
flic't,  ami  jierhaps  his  heart  wiw  too  faint  with  the  unnat- 
ural strufjt;!^!  to  seek  a  i>oint  of  vantage  whence  he 
Could  MCf  the  approach  of  the  ruessenKers  or  tlie  far-off 
dust  of  the  battle.  He  sat  where  he  could  catch  the  first 
runner  from  the  field,  and  hear  the  first  news,  but  not 
see,  ]ier!]ii])s,  the  rush  of  fugitives  retiring,  perhaps  his 
son  diaii^'ed  hither  a  prisoner.  'When  the  watchman 
CLilh'd  i>ut  from  above  that  some  one  was  visible  on  the 
way  ;nid  tli:it  his  running  iva-s  like  tjiiit  of  Aliiui.aaz  the 
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son ! "  This  was  the  cry  that  the  returning  victors  heard 
as  they  came  back  triumphant  to  the  gates  of  the  city, 
where,  no  doubt,  the  scared  and  sorrowful  people  were 
standing  about,  wrung  to  the  heart  by  that  outcry.  The 
music  stopped,  the  warriors  huddled  together,  feeling, 
each  man,  as  if  he  were  a  murderer.  They  broke  out  of 
their  ranks  and  "gat  them  by  stealth  into  the  city,  as 
people  being  asliamed  st(\al  away  wlien  they  flee  in 
battle."  Nothing  could  be  added  that  would  not  dimin- 
ish the  wonderful  effect  of  such  a  description.     The  day 
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sat  in  till'  gate,  and  rewived  the  naptams  wlio  came 
before  liliii,  (lisrouraged,  with  droopiOK  ereMti*,  and  such 
of  the  wari'iors  as  had  not  disperaeii  already,  Jialf  indig- 
nant, half  sorr}-  to  their  homes.  All  that  he  cuiild  do  to 
make  up  for  his  mometitary  failure  it  is  clear  that  he 
did,  but  probably  with  but  partial  effect.  And  it  is 
equa,lly  ck-ar  that  Joab,  never  beloved,  w;ta  in  rlisjjrai'e 
from  that  day.  No  doubt  David  heard  of  tlie  pt'isuniil 
share  he  had  in  the  slaying  of  Absalom,  aud  reseuted 
doubly  on  this  account  the  abrupt  disturbance  of  his 
s->tdusioii  by  the  very  man  who  had  struck  the  blow. 
Hi'  niade  overtures  to  Ama.sa,  who  had  tjeen  Absalom's 
gi'uer;Ll.  with  some  thoiifjht  of  policy  perliaps,  hut 
assniTilly  more  in  bitterne.ss  and  deep  resentment.  He 
would  liavf  nothing  more  to  say  to  tliose  .sons  of  Zeniiali, 
who  )i:id  ;ilways  U-en  .is  tlionis  in  !iis  flvsli.  \Vh,-n 
AnL;is;i  f:LiI.-d  him.  or  s,-.-mo.l  to  fail,  un  a  ]-.,U-r  o,Ta>ion. 
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tress.  His  condTict  to  Mepbibosheth,  the  son  of  Jona- 
thaji,  Tbom  he  had  protected  allMs  life  U  less  creditable: 
he  had  made  a  hasty  promise  of  all  that  his  master 
possessed  to  Ziba,  the  steward  of  Mepliilwabeth,  who 
had  hurried  after  him  on  his  flight  with  provisions  for 
the  retinue,  and  a  false  story  of  his  master's  liopes  of 
recovering  the  kingdom.  AVhen  the  lame  prince  came 
hurrying  out  to  the  gate.'i  to  meet  the  king,  David — his 
heart  heavy  no  doubt  an  be  approacheil  that  fateful  plat't- 
where  such  orgies  had  liecn  held  in  his  al«ence,  where 
Altsalom  bad  flashed  through  his  brief  n?ign  of  a  day, 
where  all  the  events  of  that  brilliant  young  life,  wbicli 
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Perhaps  it  gave  him  a  little  ease  to  thrust  poor  Mephi- 
bosheth  from  him,  Mephibosheth  who  had  understanding, 
who  did  not  insist,  but  fell  back  from  the  path  of  the 
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careless  cruelty  practised  by  Absalom,  and  by  almost 
every  usnrper,  the  last  affront  that  could  be  offered  to  a 
'  deposed  monarch  without  any  consideration  of  the  imme- 
diate victims;  and  on  the  next  tind  a  woman  negotiating 
for  her  city,  describing  herself  with  the  confidence  of  an 
assured  superiority  as  "one  of  those  who  are  peacea- 
ble and  faithful  in  Israel."  "A  mother  in  Israel."  The 
same  anomaly,  however,  still  exists  in  the  Eaiit.  It  is 
no  doubt  an  instance  of  the  great  jiowpr  of  in<iividual 
character  in  the  primitive  conditions  of  life. 

There  ai-e  other  details  of  David's  life  into  which  we 
can  scar(*ly  enter.     His  conduct  to  the  house  of  Snul 
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made  his  people  greiit,  lie  welded  the  tribes  together  as 
never  had  been  done  before,  lutd  made  n  uciiteil  kingdom 
of  the  dillVring  clans  aud  districts  whJeh  liiid  been  so 
apt  each  to  fall  into  a  little  local  centre  of  its  own.  He 
turned  the  little  Jelmsite  city  into  a  ijapitai,  ilistinet  iu 
the  history  of  the  worlti,  and  to  be  renowned  tlirough 
all  time.  It  was  he  in  whose  fertile  uiind  first  rose  the 
ecjiii.'1'ptiuii  iif  that  greiit  Tenipte,  which  was  one  of  the 
marvels  of  the  ancient  world.  And  whatever  the  caviller 
and  I'ritii'  may  say  in  the  uncertain,  often  mistaken, 
(■(itistLiiitly  sTiperseded  suggestions  of  tJieir  science,  which 
at  the  lii'Kt  cannot  be  more  than  conjecture,  there  can 
surely  lie  no  evidence  lialf  so  weifrhty  as  tlie  trailition  of 
liis  rail-  auil  the  internal  witness  of  tliese  noble  (xwuis, 
:i.L,Miii,-t  his  I'hameter  as  a  jioet.     After  thousands  of  years 
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unto  day  attereth  speech,  and  night  unto  night  showeth 
knowledge,  are  to  us  as  they  were  to  the  ancient  singer, 
the  lamps  of  heaven,  the  lights  of  this  little  earth— of 
which  we  are  not  more  sure  in  our  advanced  knowledge 
that  it  is  but  an  atom  in  boundless  space,  than  he  felt 
it  to  be  ill  his  sublime  iguuraucc  when  he  cried  in  the 
midst  of  that  overwhelming  glory  "Wli.it  is  man  that 
thou  art  mindful  of  him?"  What  Xewton,  what  Her- 
schel  could  say  more? 

Thus  said  David,  if  the  evidence  of  the  most  (carefully 
preserved  records  in  the  world  .ire  not  altogether  with- 
out truth  :  and  if,  what  is  more  infallible  still,  the  indica- 
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whom  his  own  familiar  frieod,  his  almost  fother  in  one 
case,  bis  fovoarite  son  in  the  other,  had  turned.  In  both 
cases  that  quick  overwhelming  movement  and  sudden 
despair  has  something  cowardly  in  thein  to  our  more  self- 
restrained  and  impulse -eoncealing  race. 

But  it  is  this  very  play  of  feeling  wliich  makes  him 
80  full  of  attraction,  so  bupreuie  in  the  affections  of  his 
surroundings,  that  the  historian  tianslates  his  charm 
and  fascmation  of  nature  hy  that  superlative  phrase. 
His  life  is  a  poem  from  beginning  to  end,  not  a  point  in 
it  which  does  not  touch  the  spectator  His  early  youtli- 
ful  imaginatu  e  valour,  that  quintesiience  of  boyish  dar- 
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of  &  cornice;  or  &mngmgTith  Asaph  and  his  men  the 
service  that  was  to  be,  the  chorus  and  antiphon,  the 
adagio  and  allegro  o£  the  music,  and  liow  to  fit  to  its 
primitive  strain  the  verses  wliich  critics  tell  us  lire  so 
rude  and  ill-adapted  for  music,  of  his  primitive  Hebrew 
— which  nevertheless  must  have  heeu  the  lx*st  Hebrew 
going  in  that  day  or  long  after,  as  it  has  ranked  among 
the  noblest  poetry  going  through  all  the  centuries  since 
then.  But  a  chill  would  seem  to  have  come  over  that 
bright  spirit  in  his  later  years.  It  is  no  strain  of  the 
imagination  to  believe  that  it  was  said  in  Jerusalem  of 
tlie  ting  that  alter  the  death 
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"Ill  Tlim  will  I  trust:  • 

Il<'[^ni.v-Khle1d, 
«\iiil  tlir  horn  of  my  wilvaiion, 
!My  rtfxiye,  and  my  tower. 

"  I  will  c-all  upon  tlie  Loni. 
Wiirlliy  in  bi-  praincd  i 
S;i  sluill  I  be  iuvrd  from  mine  enoiiii 

"'J'he  wnves  af  ileacb  ctimpiuta^  me  n 
■ill,'  M.M.d3  0f  aiii^lly  men 
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With  such  strains  as  these  the  Levites  answered  to 
each  other  in  their  companies,  and  the  harps  and  the 
psalteries  thrilled  the  air,  while  the  king  in  his  high 
place,  and  the  warriors  fresli  from  battle  stood  by,  and 
the  concourse  of  the  women,  a  many-coloured  crowd, 
moved  and  murmured  tlirough  the  courts  outside,  around 
the  folded  curtains  which  concealed  the  Ark.  the  symbol 
of  God's  protecting  presence  and  of  so  many  victories 
past.  But  David  though  he  gave  ex]tression  to  this  cry 
of  triumph  went  back  niii-tbless  to  his  house  with  death 
in  his  heart. 

One  great  public  ceremonial  still  reniaitied  In  the  life 
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princes  of  Israel,  the  prineea  of  thr  trilw*.  and  the  cap- 
tains of  tlic  comiianies  that  ministeretl  to  the  king  by 
(Murse,  aiid  th«  taptains  over  the  thousands,  aiid  the 
(taptaioB  over  the  hiiudreds,  and  the  stewards  over  all 
the  Kubst.'itii'.e  and  {xrsseasiouii  of  thi*  king,  and  of  bis 
HonH,  with  the  offiu-rs,  and  with  the  mighty  men,  aud 
with  all  thi?  valiant  men,  unto  Jerusalem."  He  called 
toj,"'Hti'i".  iix  we  sbodld  say.  the  great  ottieials  of  the 
kinK'l""!.  lii^t  ministers,  the  heads  of  departments,  his 
jii'ivv-i'iiiitji'illora  and  oSicers  in  high  command,  the 
l,'r'-:il  iiii'ii  of  the  nation,  with  the  military  element  pre- 
ji'.mh  lilting  iw  was  natural — and  presented  to  them  his 
yiiii^'  ^iiii.  must  priikihly  to  the  gri'Ut  surprise  of  many, 
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and  hia  duappomtment,  and  the  promise  that  had  been 
made  to  him;  and  the  object  had  become  a  national  one, 
kept  always  before  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  and  the 
provincial  visitors  to  the  capital  by  the  immense  prepara- 
tions which  David  was  making,  the  hewing  of  tlie  great 
blocks  of  stone,  the  carviugs  which  were  intended  for  the 
interior,  the  treasures  of  gold  and  silver  wliich  were  lairl 
up  for  the  decoration  of  that  wonderful  place.  Jenisa- 
lem  must  have  been  per\-aded  with  the  wlrtur  of  the  cedar 
which  was  measured  and  piled  up  in  masses  of  fragrant 
planks  and  pillars :  and  throughout  all  Israel  the  women 
must  liave  been  at  work  wherever  there  was  one  wlio 
was  skilful  in  embroiderj-,  on  some  vestment  or  rnrtiiin 
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the  depths  of  the  country,  ivhat  encourapement  to  every 
industry,  what  comfort  to  every  heart  1  "1  will  give  him 
rest  from  all  his  enemies  round  about:  !  will  give  peace 
and  quietness  to  iHrael  in  hiH  days :  fov  his  name  shall 
lie  Sidomou,"  It  wa«  in  itself  a  iiromise  and  assurance 
to  maki?  tlie  harassed  land  rejoice. 

AVhfii  the  kiofr  had  made  this  oration  he  showed  to 
liis  iissi'Tiililpd  counsellors  tlie  preparations  he  had  made, 
tlic  wiissi's  iif  hewn  stone  all  ready  for  the  building,  the 
tiivwvivv  M]  of  jircciouB  metals,  the  jewels,  onyxes  and 
glisteuiii^r  "stones  of  divers  colours"  and  marble  in 
abiiiidaure.  and  gold  to  overlay  the  walls  of  tliat  precious 
house  thiit  was  to  be.  He  showed  them  what  lia<I  been 
till'  wink  of  all  bis  later  life,  his  eollectiims  of  every 
kinil,  till'  results  of  endless  labour  and  thought.  And 
tiled  ;is  llii-y  niiist  liave  been  by  the  sight  and  by  his 
glLwiu-  wiivds,  and  invitation  to  all  tn  take  tlieir  part 
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kingdom  as  his  adranciog  a,ge  permitted:  and  then  came 
that  pause  which  occurs  continually  in  every  history,  the 
interval  of  every  day  between  the  past  and  future,  which 
happily  has  no  record,  which  ia  only  our  human  life. 

Almost  the  last  stage  of  all  seems  to  have  been  reached 
in  David's  life,  when  another  sudden  disturbance  came 
upon  the  capital,  disjiei-sing  the  somewhat  heavy  and 
ominous  calm  which  Inmg  over  it,  the  wearj-  susjiense  of 
an  ending  life.  David  was  old,  shut  up  iu  his  diamiwr 
under  the  charge  of  his  young  nuree,  unable  for  the 
weight  of  sovereignty,  and  rarely  seen,  we  may  believe, 
in  the  city  of  whieh  he  was  the  life  and  pride:  and  all 
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as  well  an  that  of  the  nation,  to  set  asido  the  foo]ishii«^3 
of  Lis  d1<1  nge,  Aiitl  vstulilish  (i  HU(.-i:f8siir  uftcr  him  who 
shoiihl  fultow  thu  ol<l  (tonqiii'riiig  trtulitioiis,  hiuI  coiitinno 
thi'  oM  wiirlike  life.  Whut  was  this  Wiy  Suhmion  that 
he  sliiiiihl  \m}  cboBcn  from  ninuiig  thd  lowi'st  rnnkt)  of  the 
faiuily.  iiviT  tha  head  of  the  gallant  jirin™  wlio  was  the 
truf  hiMi-'.'  Ahiatliar  wa*  of  the  same  mind,  the  priest 
who  li;i(l  hivii  taithftil  t)>  Daviit  through  all  his  trrmbles, 
wdo  Il:i((  hcfu  with  him  in  the  wildernesa,  ami  aniong  the 
Philistines,  sharing  all  the  evil  as  wo II  as  the  good  of 
his  life.  It  is  very  pmbahle  thut  evpii  among  the  priest- 
hcwiil  thi'vi'  were  two  iKirties,  one  nniintiiining  that  a 
tiih.-ii,:i,l,'  Inr  the  Ark  was  all  that  O.ui  had  ordained, 
tliat  tlie  ■r.iiiplc  was  hut  a  dream,  ami  all  tlie  silv.-r  and 
i-nU  i.iun'  lit  to  hi'  divided  aninii-  tlu^  .-Iii.'Is  and  i»'"]do 
thai,  lu  hr  aiijiropriated  to  this  visiimavy  nsi-.  Tn  what 
piiiun-,.  j>iliis  wast.-r    I'r<.hal.lvl">tli.InahandAhi;,lliar 
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had.  ab(Iicat«'d,  the  fortunate  jiriiiw  who  was  to  Iniilii  the 
house  of  liod,  and  make  Isru>'l  glorious;  ami  while  the 
finiiiiy  tire  lasted  gave  liim  a  few  tierce  brief  i-ounsela.  hot 
and  bitttT  with  that  angpr  of  old  age  whic'li  is  all  the 
luori'  strong  that  it  has  no  longer  any  personaJ  iwtency. 
All  tliJit.Toab  had  done  camp  lx?fore  him  in  a  flash  of  aiigry 
recollect L01 1,  the  death  of  AhniT,  the  death  of  Amasa — 
ivlio  cnii  ilnubt,  alwvc  all,  tJie  deuth  of  Absali.iti.  *■  !>» 
tliou  tlu'ivfore  according  to  thy  wisdom,  and  let  not  his 
head  j,'o  down  to  the  grave  in  jieace."  Was  this  charge 
si>  ihv;idtu|  .03  appears  to  us?  Joab  ha<l  served  David 
Wi'll.  but  lir  liitdneveradmittedauy  obstacle  to  his  private 
vi'ii-,'i'iini'i',  ;ind  he  wivs  the  must  diuifjcrous  fue  that  young 
Solum. m  n.uld  have  while  yet  unassured  upon  tin-  tlirime. 
rii;ir  tlirre  .should  have  (-(.me  iut.i  tlie  old  kiu<,''s  mind 
iiltri-  llij-.  bis  oM-u  bitter  cueTny  and  veviler.  tlie  Heuja- 
u,\U:  ulin  l,:id  tlm.\vn  jibrs  Mml'cnrs.-s  iiml  st..u.-s  ;it  liim 
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Here  is  a  softer  recollection,  with  which  to  take  leave 
of  the  hero,  the  song  with  which  the  words  and  the  days 
of  the  son  of  Jesse  came  to  an  end.  *'Now  these  be  tlie 
last  words  of  David" — the  young  king,  his  eyes  lull  of 
ardour  and  of  melancholv,  the  newlv  anointed,  the  i^nrat 
thinker  and  poet  of  days  to  conic,  sittinj;  tlioiii^'litfidly 
bv. 

"He  that  riileth  over  men  sliouUl  be  ju.^t, 
Ruling  in  the  fear  of  God. 

"  And  he  sliall  be  as  llie  liglit  of  the  morning, 
When  tlie  sun  riseth. 
A  morning  without  clouds  ; 


"Like  the  teiuler  urass  out  <>f  the  eartli 
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between  the  circumstances  of  well-being  which  surround 
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history  and  invented,  to  their  own  glory,  a  whole  line  of 
visionary  kings:  but  liow  far  are  they  behind  the  splen- 
did iictiunists  (according  to  the  critics)  who  flourished 
nanudess  among  those  primitive  Jews  I  for  Scots  histo- 
rians i>ut  no  immortal  poetry  into  the  mouth  of  their 
fiihulous  Fergus,  no  essence  of  human  wisdom  to  the 
credit  cd"  any  Achaius.  Solomon  and  his  philosophy, 
and  David  and  his  Psalms  on  the  contrarv  are  rooted 
anioni;  the  deepest  certainties  of  the  wide  Eastern  world 
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to  take.  Adoiiijah's  guests,  in  all  their  bravery,  had 
gone  by  but  a  few  hours  before  to  the  great  feast  in  the 
valley  wliich  the  s])leni:lid  heir-presumptive,  the  legiti- 
mate successor,  was  giving — and  what  was  this  young 
prince,  the  man  of  peace,  utuUstitigiiished  yet  by  either 
valour  or  greatness  ? 

The  crowd  must  have  gathered  dumbly  afti-i-  bini. 
pouriny;  down  to  the  door  of  the  tulwrnacle.  I'lit  wln-Ji 
the  priest  came  out  from  within  the  niystcrioiis  curtains 
with  the  conseorati'd  oil,  ami  in  tin-  si^lit  of  all  nion 
anointed  the  grave  ynmig  king,  a  sudden  entbiisiasni 
would  seem  to  liave  seiz.'d  tlic  ei'uwd.      The  sinind  uf  the 
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Siili^m  lookin;;  on,  that  this  new  kins  tliour.'h  u  in.in  of 
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The  burning  flesh  was  a  sweet  savour  unto  the  Lord. 
Close  examination,  however,  shows  that  the  amount  thus 
consumed  was  comparatively  small,  so  that,  perhaps,  the 
trial  to  the,  in  tliis  respect  not  very  keen,  perceptions 
of  the  East,  might  not  have  been  nearly  so  great  as  we 
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.stiuiiling  lioart  in  every  aeuse  of  the  words,  his  works 


accumulation  of  industries  raust  have  been  going  ou  for 
years  during  the  reign  of  David,  who  had  set  the  masons 
work  to  lii'W  th.-  stones,  am!  '■  ].rc]i;u'ed  iroii  in  abun- 
dance for  the  nails,  for  the  doors  of  the  gates  and  for  the 
joinings,  and  brass  in  abundance  without  weight " — not 
to  speak  of  the  designs  minutely  prepared,  and  the  calcula- 
tions of  quantities  and  values  required.  How  far  we 
may  trust  to  the  numbers  and  statements  of  weight  it 
would  be  difficult  to  say,  for  nothing  is  so  likely  to  have 
suffered  in  the  course  of  innumerable  transcriptions  as 
these  details,  which  in  many  cases,  and  especially  in  the 
successive  numberiugs  of  the  people,  seem  inconceivably 
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future  iiiiinipulatoi-a  of  K\irope.in  tinance  liiul  found  out 
the  way  of  exchanging  tlie  proiliietioua  of  their  vassals, 
the  tiibeutiites  ftiid  Jebusites,  who  laboni-etl  the  fields 
and  worked  the  wiuepresa  )Uid  crii.shed  the  nil-l>erries  for 
them,  for  the  manufactures  of  tUi."  trading  Tyrians,  ami 
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est  raid,  expanded  in  one  generation  into   a   great   city 
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with  a  Mi!,'li  fop  tlic  good  old  timps,  wheu  liis  own  Jubusite 
cliii'f  lii.'lil  the  Uttle  town,  and  all  vna  silence  aronnd: 
anil  so,  too.  must  have  thought  the  i^roup  of  old  Roldiere 
wIjo  would  look  out,  GOiit«mptuous,  upon  idl  th'isu  arta 
of  iipni'c,  and  remind  i'acli  other  of  the  stirrin),'  trumpt^t 
niiti's  wlii'u  gtvat  Joiih,  now  dnnd  nnil  gone,  or  greater 
David,  had  called  thc'iu  togotlicr  and  led  them  down, 
with  chilli;  of  sword  and  shimmer  of  spent,  down  into 
the  plain  to  viptory  and  spciil. 

JSijt  wiiUf  these  old  C'onsei-vatiFea  had  thc-ir  grumble 
apiiit,  \vh:it  robust  life  must  have  poured  through  the 
land  wlii-ri'  everybody  was  busy,  what  commotion  and 
ai'livity  in  all  the  streets!  Solomon,  IIli^  young  king, 
liriii  nth.'v  lastes  tlian  bis  father.  Hf  made  a  splendid 
alli:ine,>  «  itii  tlic  greatest  of  ancient  kinadnnis.  bringing 
IlK.iaoh's  .buightcr  to  his  iiulacc  u)i  tlie  Jiill.    not  eon- 
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slowly  growiDg  in  wh.it«ness  and  noble  proportion  lik* 
a  magic  dKelliog.  The  great  stones  must  have  been 
dragged  up  the  hill  with  shoutings  and  outories  of  men. 
and  labouring  breath  of  animals  tiikiitg  their  share,  thev, 
too,  in  their  voitt-less  way,  in  the  offering;  but  oui'e 
there,  were  ]»ised,  without  noise  of  buildinji,  one  ni«in 
another  in  their  courses  n"ithout  sounil  of  the  hiunnior 
or  any  ti-jl.  It  would  U'come  the  tirst  iileii  in  the  muni- 
iug  with  all  that  hiKhly-stiiuuhiteil  ami  exrited  i>eo\'h-  to 
look  out  and  sre  lii'w  uiurh  had  iHfii  done  in  tlie  [irevi- 
ous  twenty-four  limirs.  wliat  new  lU.urway  li;id  I»-.'.mu.' 
visible,  what  srulj.tur.-d  liniel  '.i.lA^^d.  or  w'hil;  of  .h.ruK, 


150 


JERUSALEM. 


[chap. 


corner  of  tln^  hill,  and  deep  down  in  the  valley  the  old, 
old  j^nouj)  of  ho:iry  trends  which  mark  Gethsemano,  that 
spot  full  of  awr  and  anguish.  But  no  such  knowledge 
was  in  the  mind  of  the  lighthearted  groups  which  must 
have  leant  (Krr  to  see  the  hugt?  courses  of  new-laid 
stones,  the  men  <'xphiining,  the  women  wondering  as  in 
any  holiday  expedition  of  to-day.     These  blocks  of  deep- 
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of  slotM^  the  nrgoes  of  Tood  from  Jafb.  all  the  nider 
labonn  necessary.  The  Dumber  of  these  original  inhalNt- 
ants,  sometimes  holding  their  own  in  spnrts  of  little  wars, 
as  the  Jebnsites  had  held  their  town  against  Darid.  some^ 
times  tolerated  and  linked  by  bonds  of  familiarity  anil 
neighbourhood  with  the  conquering  race,  never  so  ojv 
pressed  as  were,  for  eiamiile.  the  Saxons  by  ihe  Xornians. 
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man.  Neither  mules  nor  camels  uouM  carry  conveniently 
the  grtiit  luga  of  cedar,  still  less  drag  forth  the  hlocks  of 
stone  from  the  quarries,  therf  fore  it  uiust  iii  some  cases 
have  iteeu  l>y  sheer  bard  labour  of  scores  of  men  that 
thi!  transport  was  accompliaheU.  All  this  heavy  work 
would  seuiii  to  Lave  been  laid  upon  the  trilmtaries,  the 
aborigines  of  the  country.  "Of  the  children  of  Israel 
did  Solomon  make  no  bondnieu,"  but  the  Amorites, 
Hittites,  I'tTrizites,  Hivites,  and  Jebusites  were  levied 
fit  vitisne  i'ur  this  forced  service.  The  I'or^'^e  would  lose 
its  nnpoi>ularity  when  thus  exacted  from  the  natural 
vassals,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  rebellious  senti- 
ment arose  among  those  labouring  crowds.  The  Israel- 
ites filled  their  places  of  overseers  and  caiitains,  and  they 
were  si*nt  to  Lebanon,  to  the  wood-cnttiug,  in  relays, 
their  iierinil  vt  service  being  one  muntli  in  three. 

II. .w  fill-  all  this  quickened  life  and   ilieirasc  of  work 
anda.'livilv  was  to  thf  iv;d  udv  inil:i,L;v  aiul  .■ii]  iriniient  of 
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must  have  caused  a  thrill  of  life  and  mutual  acquaintance 
through  all  the  tribes  as  it  went  and  caine,  with  its  new 
experiences,  so  much  to  tell  of  Jerusalem  on  one  hand, 
and  of  the  mountains  on  the  other :  not  to  speak  of  the 
wonders  of  the  caravans  from  Egypt,  the  rejwrts  of  the 
shipmen  who  went  so  far  into  fabulous  lands  across  in- 
credible seas.  The  country  folk  must  have  looked  for 
the  passing  of  that  train  with  all  the  excitement  of  rus- 
tics to  whom  a  glimpse  into  other  worlds  is  thus  afforded 
periodically.  It  is  said  in  our  own  days  that  nothing  has 
so  welded  the  m>wly  formed  kingdom  of  Italy  into  oni', 
as  the  military  service  wliiub  carries  the  ^'l■a])olLtan  into 
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record  does  not  enter  into  these  details.  The  voyages 
themselves  are  wonder  enough,  the  earliest  record  of 
extended  trading  and  the  navigation  of  the  unknown 
seas.  And  even  the  briefness  of  the  statement  adds  to 
its  interest.  What  strange  novelty,  unknown  to  us,  who 
have  so  little  left  to  surprise  us,  wliat  excitement  must 
have  been  in  that  vague  blundering  about  tliuse  brilliant 
seas,  what  tragic  experiences  of  cyclone  and  tempest, 
what  loitering  in  strange  places,  waiting  upon  wind 
and  weather,  in  the  long,  long  wandering  of  those  three 
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vi'alth  for  their  sakes,  but  m-vcr  once  as  in  this  case  to 
pivc  \^^  to  them  the  dearer  fame  of  poem  or  work  of 
Ri'iiiiis.  Such  a  pieoe  of  self-^fEacement  ia  unknown  to 
iiiiy  other  language,  to  any  race  that  ever  existed.  No 
Greek  tiavi'  the  credit  even  of  a  ballad  to  the  tyrant  of 
bis  rttiiti-,  or  cut  ofE  his  own  name  from  the  admiration 
sind  knowledge  of  posterity  in  order  to  give  fictitious 
glory  to  iiis  master.  On  what  inducement  the  poets  of 
.1  \uh-.\  ill  tlie  dawn  of  eonsciousnesa  should  have  done  so, 
wliy  iliev  were  so  far  different  (being  so  euiioitsly  like 
ill  other  partifiulars  the  most  tenacious  and  self-seeking 
of  men)  to  all  other  human  beings,is  too  deep  a  question 
for  tlie  onlinary  intelligence.  We  prefer  to  receive  them, 
as  lit.  Ii'iist  from  the  inspiration  of  Solomon,  whether  they 
iiiiiy  liavi'  been  written  out  or  not,  by  liis  own  hand.  We 
ail'  tiilil  i!i:it  "he  spake"  of  many  thiiijis  upon  which 
hU  nil. riiiivs  have  perished:  beasts  ami  birds,  und  trees 
:m,!  ].l:,]ii^.  Till,  b.^t.iiiy  :uid  naliind  hi-lory.  curious  as 
tlii-y  wuiil.l  hnxr  I o,  «.■  ran   ■]„   willi..iil,      Tlii>  -.-eater 
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Tlie  sentiment  is  universal  and  nins  throu),'li  all  the  Ages. 
He  is  the  uliiefest  ainoug  ten  tbousiuid:  and  of  her  she 
is  but  ciuf,  the  choice  one  of  her  mother;  "there  is  none 
like  her,  none."  Sometimes  she  is  even  terrible  in  her 
lii-nuty  '■  like  an  army  with  banners"  to  the  adoring  lover. 
'I'lip  Jerusiilpm  that  comes  vaguely  into  sight  behind  these 
twii  licfuitifid  figures  is  settled  and  orderly,  the  slopes  of 
its  hills  I'overed  with  gardens,  its  inner  eeonnmy  safe  and 
sure : — beyond  its  walls,  stretching  owt  in  the  valleys,  lie 
pleasiiiit  hi'lds  full  of  vines  and  pomegranates  and  apple- 
trees  :  the  rural  jiaths  are  sweet  with  flowers,  lilies  above 
all.  uf  wliii'h  it  was  said  a  thousand  j-ears  after,  that  Sol- 
iiiiiiiii  ill  (ill  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these : 
ii  dili'^lillul  link  of  association  between  that  far-distant 
siriii'  iiiid  the  past,  less  remote,  whieli  is  so  nuu'h  more 
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stands  on  the  eminence  nf  miiturity  and  experienee,  has 
by  his  own  showing  sought  with  ardour  all  the  trium]ilis 
and  pleasures  of  life,  and  tasted  every  joy,  and  fathomed 
every  sweetnesa.  Such  a  man  of  all  others  is  most  like 
to  have  expanded  himself  at  onee  in  the  refinements  iiiid 
tlie  ardours  of  sentiment,  and  could  scarcely  have  fallen 
into  the  monotonous  garbage  of  so-cailed  passion  during 
that  youth  of  genius  and  liigli  aspiration  "  feeding  among 
the  lilies"  which  was  capable  of  so  much  finer  things. 
He  liad  now  seen  the  emptiness  of  all.  Komance  bad 
died  out  from  him  ;  his  Shtdaniite  had  become  like  other 
women,  his  E.L:y|itian  pnnt'ess  a  fdlow-ereati 
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or  destitution  below.     Whether  there  had  never  been  any 
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— has  not  perceived  till  now  that  the  work  and  labour 
were  the  joy,  And  not  the  always  imperfect,  never  accom- 
plished end.  To  rejoice  in  his  labonr  because  God  aii- 
swereth  him  in  the  joy  of  his  heai't!  Here  is  the  one 
tiling  that  is  not  vanity.  It  is  in  the  happiness  of 
making,  of  producing,  of  exercising  all  the  faculties 
that  (lO)!  lias  given,  of  conceiving  in  his  heart  and  work- 
ing out  with  his  hands  the  work  which  he  loves.  A 
smile  comes  even  ui)on  that  sorrowful  face  at  the  thought 
of  the  working  days,  the  peai;ef«l  evening  of  rest,  the 
awaking  Ui  all  the  joys  of  active  life.  Xo  more  beautiful 
picture  of  the  cheerful  tenor  of  the  common  life,  the 
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was  more  happy  than  he  who  accomplished  everything. 
But  vet   Solomon  would  not  liave  had  this  revelation 

%■' 

had  not  he,  too,  recollections  of  the  fulness  of  his  career, 
when  he  worked  with  all  his  might  at  whatsoever  his 
han<l  found  to  do,  and  rejoiced  in  his  labour,  and  found 
everv  day  too  short  for  the  work  that  lilled  it.     How 


little   he   had   thought   of   that   in   his 


eager 


pressin 


<T 
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towards  tlie  end,  towards  the   result  I     Yet  it  was  his 
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that  is  not  vanity :  that  a  man  should  take  pleasure  in 
the  doing  of  his  work:   that  he  should  rejoice  in  his 
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his  choice,  the  most  delicate  homacre  that  could  be  ren- 
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the  idolatries  that  seem  to  have  had  at  all  times  so  many 
attractions  for  light  and  unwary  spirits.  The  Jewish 
priests  and  conservators  were  like  those  reformers  who 
looked  on  with  angry  and  jealous  eyes  at  the  royal  chapel 
in  which  the  foreign  queen  had  to  be  permitted  to  hear 
her  mass,  whatever  reasons  there  might  be  against  it. 
The  reasons  were  infinitely  stronger  on  the  side  of  the 
Jews.  But  with  Solomon,  wlio  probably  looked  on  all 
those  clinging  dependents  round  him  witli  a  certain  con- 
tempt as  far  too  slight  creatures  to  affect  any  man  except 
for  tlie  fleeting  moment  of  their  beauty  and  empire  over 
liis  senses — it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  the  facilitv 
with  wliich  he  might  he  persuaded  to  provide  for  each 
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Astarte  herself  meaning  nothing  more  terrible  even  to 
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the  darker  sentence  that  "all  is  vanity  "  has  been  adopteu 
by  acclaim,  a  conclusion  in  which  he  has  simply  fore- 
atalleil  every  generation  of  his  successors,  and  all  the 
wise  men  who  have  followed  him.  But  this,  too,  is  the 
burden  of  Solomon,  not  less  emphatic : — that  the  joy  of 
life  is  in  the  doing :  that  the  gift  of  God  is  that  satis- 
faction which  lies  in  a  man's  work  and  the  exercise  of 
his  faculties :  that  he  who  does  with  all  his  might  what 
his  hand  finds  to  do,  is  the  happy  man.  The  sage  and 
the  fool,  alike,  hurry  over  that  wholesome  happiness  of 
the  daily  round,  despising  it,  looking  for  something 
better,  for  some  pitiful  result,  some  poor  achievement 
which  is  to   make  them   demigods  among   men.      And 


THERE  could  be  no  more  trememloua  mniment  iiiioii 
that  conelusion  of  Moloiuoii'a  ])hilosfjiiltj'  tliaii  the 
history  of  liis  own  house  aud  kiiij;ilom.  The  lifV  of  this 
great  prince  was  wholly  ocpU|ii«l  in  buililing  ny  iiiul 
assuring  tlif  monarchy  wliii-h  his  father  liful  foiiiuleii. 
He  hail  I'utered  upon  an  iiiheritAiioe  full  of  piuharmss- 
loput  and  rare,  with  an  elder  brother  in  spiiii-n>liflliiiu, 
ami  the  gn-tit  chief  of  his  army,  the  head  of  :ili  wmlikc 
entcriirisc  in  Israel  ojiposed  to  hiiil — while  liiiiisrlf  sHll 
youufi,  uiitrii'd,  upon  thi.'  toii  of  that  n-avf  of  tiikle  jmiiu- 
lar  .■ilt.lin-.i;isiii  upon  whicli  no  our  Ciiu  i';ilcul;ili>  for  luoiv 
than  a  monient.  He  had  upon  his  shoulders  as  his  chief 
cliari^'e.  liis  yaison  d'etre,  so  to  sjtoak,  the  building,'  i^f  that 
jjriMt  Temple  which,  no  doubt,  was  to  ninny  a  devout 
iin;i,ui nation,  and  of  which,  pcrhaiis.  very  few  foresaiv 
tlie  futinv  importanee  as  the  one  centre  and  rallyiii- 
j^M.nnd  r.ir  tliR  national  spirit  and  heart.  Snhmnni  h;id 
helf.re  hih)  the  trcmcndnus  task  nnt  imly  of  hnihlin-  that 

Telin,le.     \.»\    of   making    it    aeeeliled    <>l   llie    |„.,>],1,.— t  lie 
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much  jjreat  national  work,  besides  the  priory  and  joy  of 


JEllUSALEM. 


extraordinary  inconsistency  ia,  however,  even  less  amaz- 
ing tbau  the  possibility  of  a  downfall  of  the  kind  in  Bimh 
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industries,  the  work  in  Lebanon,  the  pressgang,  perhaps, 
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to  enter  into  the  troubled  and  often  confused  story  which 
is  in  many  respects  the  moat  like  a  collection  of  legends 
fitnuift  u(jon  a  Spare  thread  of  history  of  anything  in  the 
St-rijitiires.  The  story  of  the  prophets  Klijah  and  Elisha 
coiifciiiied  some  of  the  finest  and  most  pieturesque  scenes 
niid  some  of  the  most  rude  and  trivial.  Nothing  can 
esi'ced  the  majesty  of  the  lonely  figure  in  the  desert,  his 
liL'iui  tt-riijipi'il  in  his  cloak,  his  soul  enveloped  in  ilark- 
ncss,  who  stands  before  the  great  invisible  God  through 
thunder  and  earthquake  in  an  extraordinary  mingling  of 
submission  and  defiance,  with  a  proud  desolation  and 
sense  of  abandonment  which  is  a  reproach  to  his  Maker, 
"1.  [  iilciiu'  am  left": — neither  is  there  anythins  more 
wnnili'rful  in  those  ancient  records  than  the  still  small 
vniic  wliicli  is  the  voice  of  God,  nor  that  which  it  says, 
a  statrmmt  so  nnex|iectcd.  an  answer  wliicli  cuts  the 
vciy  ;;n.mi,t  from  th.^  f.-et  of  the  scH-iibsorbcd  ;iiid  seli- 
:i-.M.i-tiii.L;  i.n.].hi-l:  -  A  rt  luiv  1  M-vn,  tli.m.-.;ifi.]  iiir,i  in 
iM.irl    ^vll,,    liiiv    lint    i,,.|it     111..    Uur<.    In    nual."       Iliiiiiail 
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only  lost,  I  think,  and  for  a  very  short  time,  in  thes 
confused,  probably  abridged  and  bewildering  narrative 
of  a  period  of  anarcliy  and  trouble.  Tliis  history  o 
continual  overthrow  and  re-estiblisliment,  the  reigu  o 
might  over  riglit, — in  which  such  suprennicy  as  tlior 
was,  was  witliin  tlie  reach  of  every  strong  man  tliN 
might  arise,  and  no  jiriiiL-iple  of  iiatrintisni  or  fe;ilt 
survived  to  jirotect  the  distracted  race, — lusted  lor  sniu 
hundi-ed  and  fifty  years:  when  Israel  was  obliterati'd  b, 
the  Assyrians  and  their  ra<-e  and  rei-ord  swej't  olf  witlioii 
i-ecovery.  Tliat  tluJSe  '■seven  tlionsLind  "— a  nuin.'val  o 
multitude  not  to  be.  rigidly  in1ei|i]i'ti'd— ihc  iimlefilei 
souls,  incapable  of  infidelity.  v.'\\o  \t<Ti^N|y^|^f^^H 
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those  (lays  were  part  of  the  economy  of  moral  govern- 
iiKMit,  the  strong  and  unmistakable  language  of  a  tyi)ieal 
and  })riniitive  age.  **  But  Israel  would  not  hear,  my 
l)e()|)le  would  not  consider."  The  ferocity  of  nature,  the 
wild  forces  of  rebellion  and  anarchy,  the  im])ure  religions 
that  were  the  special  altiiction  and  temptation  of  the 
time,   swept  like  a  tiood  over  the  people,  who  had  not 
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have  entertained  a  grudge  against  his  supplanters,  and 
set  up  its  grievance  as  a  motive  for  withdrawal  more 
keen  than  any  other  of  the  tribes  coukl  claim,  should  be 
the  one  faithful  to  the  house  of  David  which  had  humil- 
iated and  overthrown  its  cliief:  but  perliaps  the  local 
bond,  and  the  fact  that  Jerusalem  was  within  its  borders 


102 


JERUSALEM. 


[chap. 


their  very  gates  before  tliey  gathered,  cowed  aiid  vacil- 
lating, round  the  king  wliom  they  had  already  so  sorely 

misled. 

"Oh  for  one  hour  of  Wallace  wight 

Or  well- tried  Hruce  to  nile  the  light !  '* 
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pui'fitietl  Liinong  the  Hebrews,  who  werfi  iiotliiii(;  if  not 
religions,  with  greater  fervtmr  thiiii  among  t\w  cari- 
]«sa  peopleii  who  knew  no  better — Involved  ik>l)3,senient 
in  every  fliaracteristitt  faculty:  yet,  no  doubt,  ii.U  was 
worked  out  according  to  the  ordinary  rulfa  of  life  with- 
out bearing  any  apeeially  miraenhmB  oharactpr  in  the 
eyes  of  thoae  to  whom  it  was  the  course  of  every  ilay. 

And  tlii'ie  were  great  priuws  in  tlii-.  line  of  nilci-n  who 
succeeded  each  other  for  nearly  three  hundred  years, 
Hon  following  father  with  an  extraoi-diuary  (.'ontinnance, 
while  the  other  kingdoms  about  rose  and  fell,  and  Isr;iel, 
tlie  jury  of  one  vietorious  captain  iifter  another,  at  last 
dis;i|i]"'ari'd  altogether  from  the  wrne.  Asa.  .lebosha- 
liliat.  He/ekiah,  Josiah,  brought  biw-k  soniethin;;  of  tlie 
wiMlth  ;iiid  su].reni:u-y  of  Solomon's  (biy.s  ;i,i;ain  ;in<l;i^'ain 
to  tlir  .ilv  ^tmong  tbV   bills:   tlicv   li;i(!  tlu'ir  littl.-  wars, 


K<{nm 

.irlllv 


1st    tbl^il 


I    Inrs  .. 


v.] 


THE  HOUSE  OF  DAVID. 


195 


additions  and  restorations  of  ornament  and  wealth  as 
were  possible,  and  the  advent  of  each  new  monarch  of 
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many  uutional  convulsions !  The  other  goils  would  not 
have  objected  to  share  their  Olyiujms,  such  aa  it  was,  with 
im  luiditioiial  pretentler  to  IMvine  lionoiirs.  There  nt-ed 
][:ivQ  lif-eii  111)  trouble  al)Oiit  t)it'  iriattt-i-.  A  god  the  more 
^^,ls  fill-  l.'ss  olfeU{'«  thiLn  a  tialioniOity  tin-  uions  in  that 
I  riiwdi'd  iiroa,  iind  what  with  iii-iiM-t.im]  IkhiUs  of  tiglitiug 
!iiid  eiidlfss  treiitiea  und  iwctM  Itetivct^u  tlii'iiisflvfs  in  aii 
ever-(.-hiii)giiig  balanci>  of  jiowfr,  these  crowded  uiitionB 
niaiutged  to  exist  together  and  make  wliat  progress  was 
possible.  Hut  between  the  great  God  of  heaven  and 
earth  and  the  idols  that  were  stocks  and  stones  there 
could  he  no  pact  or  compromise.  Tlie  light  in  this  ease 
was  unci'asing,  everlasting.  Tlieiv  wiis  no  rcuiaining 
silt'ut  while  that  controversy  went  on.  It  was  as  a  fii-e 
hnniii.-   iii   tlie  veins  .if  iii'tu   win.  «as  cuiiipelled   to  U' 
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for  a  time,  at  leaxt,  the  authorised  and  esUiblished  ser- 
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sioii,  uo  iluulit,  i\\\  bad  Iweii  looking  with  ituxiety  and 
hope.  The  strei^ts  of  Jerusalem  we  art;  Wiii'i'siuted  in 
Ijelieving  are  little  cliimged  from  that  tluy:  with  the  same 
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inclining  often  towards  each  other,  keeping  out  the  hot 
and  fervid  day :  or  covered  with  sombre  arcades,  here  and 
there  debouching  into  a  little  opening  which  shows  a 
bhizp  of  sunlight  at  the  end  of  the  darkness:  and  now 
and  then  i)enetrated  by  some  arrow  of  light  from  a  win- 
dow or  slit  in  the  lofty  arches  overhead.  The  crowd  still 
streams  uj)  and  (h)wn  ui)on  the  steej)  causeway  and  con- 
tinual rough  steps  of  stone  that  dive  into  the  hollow 
witii  an  abruptness  moditied  by  no  thought  or  j)ossibility 
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priests  with  the  silver  trumpets  sounded  forth  a  welcome 
as  the  procession  drew  nigh.  **And  when  the  burnt 
offering  began,  the  song  of  the  Lord  began  also  with  the 
tninii)ets,  and  with  the  instruments  ordained  by  David 
the  king.''     Wliat  was  the  song  tliey  sang? 

^>  (jreat  is  tlie  Ix)rd,  and  greatly  to  be  praised 
In  the  city  of  oiir  God, 
In  the  mountain  of  Ilis  holiness. 

'•  Beautiful  for  situation, 
The  joy  of  the  whole  earth, 
Is  Mount  Zion, 

"  Tlie  city  of  the  great  King, 
(iod  is  known  in  her  pahioes  for  a  refuse." 
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'*  I  will  praise  Thee  : 
For  Thou  hast  heard  me, 
And  art  become  my  salvation. 


*'  Blessed  be  he  that  rometh 
In  the  name  of  the  Lord  : 
We  have  blessed  you 
Out  of  the  house  of  the  Lord." 
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up  to  tile  skies  with  many  a  lieavy  bass  aiid  many  an 
iiiitntiiii'd  treble  joining  in  (and,  uo  drinbl,  also  muiiy  a, 
Sob  inni  mitcry  of  religious  fervciui')  as  tlie  iiiultitmlp 
]iiiiirwl  H,  lung  siugiug — "Open  to  me  the  gati-s  of  riglit- 
lon-iueMs":  and  was  answered  by  the  elear  pealing  not*B 
of  the  eiUiciited  voices — ■"  Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  tlie 
name  rif  the  Lord:  we  have  blessed  you  out  of  the  house 
of  the  Lord,"  the  effect  of  an  ajipeal  and  answer  bo  uni- 
versal, so  comprehensible,  the  real  voice  of  the  iteojile 
;iini  reply  of  its  leaders  must  have  been  far  greater  thaji 
tlie  most  iidniirably  constnieted  service.  T  once  heard,  in 
Ndtie  Il;imc  in  Paris,  at  oneof  the  fOH/^reii<'esrfes  ftowiHic,*, 
tlie  Lenten  eoiirse  of  instniction  whicli  i.eciiNionall.v  tills 
tljat  w..ijderfnl  ebnruh  witli  an  assembly  of  nie.i.'tliou- 
san.ls  to-j,'tb<T,  the  {jR-at  hymn  of  the  St.;di;it  Mater  snug 
in  i^hiin  SON-,  innnisun.  by  the  whnleasseiidily.     Musical 
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plflhoratp  pprpnionials  of  Jewish  worsliin  wpr«^  invpnt.pfl 
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of  tlie  times.  orWcauso  the  other  part*  of  the  territory 
of  Israel  hiul  been  alrejuiy  colonised  by  foreign  nuseti, 
iu-eomijlisheii  only  a  jiart  of  their  miwaiiin.  The  poHtit 
I^atised  from  uity  to  i>ity  throiigli  the  country  of  Kphniim 
and  Manii.ss(?h  even  unto  Zt'hiiliiii.  Tliey  wi-n-  not  well 
received  iji  the  house  of  Joseph :  "  They  laughed  them 
t*>  scorn  !Lnd  mocked  them  "  we  are  told.  "Nevertheless 
(livers  of  Asher  and  Maiiasseli  and  of  Zelmlon  humbled 
tliemsplvps,  and  came  to  .Teriisalem" — the  remnant  of 
hiunhlo  :ind  faithful  people  which  is  always  left  in  every 
period  of  national  apostacy.  Had  the  passover  heen  a 
new  thing  this  cjill  to  the  Bcattcred  Israelites  would  have 
l)ecu  mere  arrogant  folly  alienatiuK  instead  of  conciliat- 
iii.l;:  I'or  what  interest  could  H|)]iraini  iir  the  other  trilies 
have  had  in  a  new  invention  of  the  .lews.' 

I'roin  all  tlii'  iinnu-diate  country,  tile  land  nt  .Indali  and 
Mruianiin.    tlie   h.aischold.s   came,  witli  th:i1  luiit.'d    Inire 
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pilgrimage  from  Jcnisalem  to  the  so-called  tomb  of 
Moses,  which  makes  a  sort  of  balance  to  the  feasts  of 
the  Jewisli  Passover  and  the  Christriiiii  Easter,  and  tlius 
calls  together  a  civwd  of  ])iou8  Miissuliuans  to  hold  in 
r!i^,-k  the  other  crnwds  that  jioiir  into  .li-nis;ileui  at  that 
s.'as.ni.  And  h  is  anion;,'  tlie  i.ilgrim  kiouiis.  ivl.ich  .-unn- 
fri.in  tlic  distant  dfS.-rt  and  ni;niy  a  lai-off  villai;.-,  lor 
tliis  <-i-ri'ni(.tHal  tli;it  tin-  most  |»-ifVi't  i.ii^tnie  of  tlir 
l.riniitiv,-  pilKriiun-r  is  fiirnisUrd.  The  |,i|.,n-in,  Iron, 
Assiiur  or  Z.-l.nlon  w.,iild  liav,-  no  riflf.  no  ].ist<d,  in  I, is 
Wit,  witli  ivliiidi  to  d^d.Mid  his  lionsriiold— Init  hr  would 
haw   lii^   knii.-,   liis   sii..;ii-,   jiorliaiis   ;i   l.iiw  shnij;   :it    liis 
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which  tho  fxistiii^  Tower  (if  Ihiviii  may  give  some  idea. 
Hczekiah  liimacU  liiul  "n-paired  tin-  wall  where  it  was 
broken,  niid  rauwil  it  up  to  tlie  tuwcrii,  oiit]  unuttier  wall 
witUimt,  and  reiiaired  Mitln  in  the  iMty  of  Oavid,  and, 
made  darts  and  Bhieliifl  in  aimndaiiee."  lie  liaii  even 
ilivL'i-ted  thit  course  ui  the  wat*!r8  whieli  stiniplied  Jeni- 
saleiu  and  stoppetl  iiji  tile,  fuiiiitaiiix,  tliat  thei-e  iiii^lit  be- 
no  water  fur  the  twsif  prs.  Perhajis  .some  of  the  iiticoutli 
iiiailiiiiiH  ■■  iiiveiit<'d  liy  wiiiiiiiig  men  t*i  !«■  on  tlip  towers, 
and  iijiuii  till'  bulwarks,  to  sliwit  arrows  and  great  stones 
wiilial."  iiiii,dit  still  ivmaiii  in  tlicir  old  jdaoes — means 
of  di's|)er;Lle  defence  nuidi  a,i  tli;it  niiide  in  later  times 
wJieu  tliv  .Ii-WH  I'ouKht  every  str[i  iif  their  doimied  town 
and  fortri'ss  aj;uirist  all  tin-  streii^rtli  ol  th.-  Itoman  army 
— ^n  tliiit  Hie  tow 
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Whether  he  had  tried  his  arguments  first  upon  the 
representatives  of  Hezekiah  before  he  lifted  his  voice, 
and  a<ldressed  the  crowd  upon  the  walls  which  had  come 
to  gaze  and  listen  to  the  parley,  we  are  not  tohl :  but  it 
is  clear  that  lie  perceived  the  advantage  of  raising  a 
pojiiilar  panic  anil  gaining  the  town  without  fighting. 

"In  what  does  Hezekiali  trust?"  cried  the  puvoy — 
■■  in  the  staff  of  this  hroken  reed,  on  Kgypt?  lint  if  tiioii 
say  to  me,  We  triist  in  the  Lord  our  God — am  I  now 
L-onie  Tip  witiiout  the  ]>ord  against  this  land  to  destroy 
it?  Tlie  Lord  said  unto  me,  Co  np  against,  this  land, 
and  destroy  it."     Habsliakeh  was  eviileiitly  a  iimn  aware 
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w-i'll  ciilciiljitPiI  bi  arou«f  ttii'  siijoiiltlfriiig  sii|nTfititioiiH 
iif  all  lliat  i':igcr  friiigo  uf  lislt'ui'i's  im  the  wnlls,  How 
I'lifiv  ii)  iiiaki'  tliem  U'lieve  Uiat  tlw  veiiKfiincf  nf  Haal 
juid  Asuiu-  lia.1  lirouKht  this  |.ii.uii  iiivmUT  upon  t.liom, 
jiiul  Unit  llii'SH  otTcmliil  dfiti(!n  wmiti'  li,V  liiit  iii'iii!  Tlii-y 
Ix'si.iinlil  til'-  Aawyi-iiiii  to  mn-iik  ill  Ihk  iiwn  Iniigua(fc, 
wliii'li  l.!i<-y  lunilii  iiiiik-wt:iiiil,  ami  iiiit  in  Unit  of  tlif 
|iii()]ilc.  Ilu-  \u\fty  iiin]  iiii'i)iii|ii-t.i-iit.  jinlj;''S  wtiosf  iianic 
liiii,'lit  ,.t  ;iiiy  riKMiii'iit  iii-n'i],i(:il.- iikiIU-i'k.  riill  tliih  vi-ry 
inayri'  wjs.  iii)  doubt,  iiu  iiiduci-iwiit  tin-  inoiv  ti)  make 
lliihshiiki'li  riiiMC  Iiin  voii-e  iiiul  stiriiKt.lii-u  his  :irt;iimt'Tit. 
■■  Unlh  my  imisU'v  sent  me  to  tliy  muster,  iiiiil  to  tlivc,  to 
S|"'uk  lli.-sr  words''"  lie  wlliil.  ■■li;ltli  Ijc  li.it  wilt  liu-  to 
Ihi-  iiirii  (hat  sit  uii-.M  til.'  «-air.'"  "Tliry  U.dil  tli.^iv 
|HMi-,..  :iii<lansw.-r..,]  liiru  not  a  w.inl."  nivs  tliM  ivnnd. 
.    .    .       Kilt     ^^lu■h     ll.'/i'kiair.-.     Diilii-tn-s    lia.l    ivl  uninl 
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Isaiah,  here  first  introduced  into  the  record,  when  called 
ui)on  to  answer  for  the  Lord,  rejissured,  however,  the 
trembling  questioners.  **I  will  send  a  blast  ujxm  him, 
and  he  sliall  hear  a  rumour.''  With  what  wondering 
suspense  must  these  words  liave  been  lu'ard!  for  wliat 
rumour  could  conjure  away  tlic  substantial  might  of  tlic 
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which  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter.     Perhans  that  eiacula- 
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known  ill  liistory,  j)(>otry  lull  of  the  suhliniost  sentiments 
and  ('n<l()\v(»(l  with  the  uiost  beautiful  power  of  expression, 
lu'sidcs  its  claim  of  ])ropheti(j  inspiration  and  of  openinj^ 
the  futuiT  to  the  j^limps(»s  of  men.  Sueh  a  threat  tipire 
as  Isaiah  sud<lenlv  arisin*'  in  a  liuiited  eirrh»  is  assuredly 
enough, — or  at  least  may  ap])ear  so  to  the  aftri*  historian 
— to  \)\\t  a  stami»  upon  his  ai^e.  We  know,  indeed,  that 
(Mil"  (jwii  L,n"eat  Milton,  not  to  speak  of  our  still  greater 
Slnikespeare,  made  very  little  inime<liate  difference  to  the 
time  ill  wliieh  they  lived,  an<l  owe<l  th<'ir  ^n'eatness  to 
no  loyal  p;it  roiiaLCe.  And  we  know  ;il>o,  what  i.s  ju'rliaps 
innir  connate  to  the  matter,  that  Isaiah's  writin;_!:s  are 
riill  dt"  a  p<'i-]M'tua]  ]»rotest  a^raiiist  his  tiini'  and  appeal  to 
a  Ih'IIit   l(t   conic,    as   are   tliosr   of   mo.st    '^i-cat    i-cli-Mous 
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under  these  inconsiderable  princes.  And  outside  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem  leigned  great  and  contending  forces 
between  which  no  little  kingdom  could  stand:  the  Egyp- 
tians in  whose  hands  one  party  of  the  Hebrews  would 
fain  have  placed  theiuselvcB,  iti  the  hope  of  t'scapiiig  the 
other,  the  terrible  adversary  who  came  from  tlic  nortli, 
Amirchy  and  iiiiseiy  arose  in  Uie  devoted  city  wJiere  no 
man  knew  wli;it  to  do,  ;ind  least  of  all  tlie  pocir  piiiipets 
of  kings,  one  succeeding  anothiT,  strugglint;  between  tin- 
pi-opliets  who  (tenouni'cd  and  tlic  priiiri^s  whu  ovi-iIkhc 
and  tivated  tliem  as  iioin-iitities.  'i'lit-  cuirstioii  oieiilire 
(lestnu-tion,   in  the  face  of  an  adversary  so  sl.rith^'.  and  in 
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state,  priests  and  scribes,  and  wealthy  persons,  liad  al- 
ready been  despatched  in  melancholy  bands  at  the  pleas- 
ure^ of  the  victors.  When  they  got  as  far  as  l^iblah, 
probably  coming  up  there  with  the  victorious  army,  tlie 
sons  of  Ze(U'kiah  were  nmrdered  before  his  eves,  wliicli 
were  tliereafter  cruelly  put  out,  and  he  himself  carried 
off  in  cliains  to  end  )iis  days  in  prison.      Tluis  tlie  king- 
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IT  ia  understood  that  all  eliiaaos  of  critics,  those  who 
believe  and  receive  as  well  :ts  those  who  doubt  and 
question,  have  come  to  a  tolerably  general  decision  that  the 
pro]>lifoies  uf  Isaiah  should  be  attributed  to  two  persons 
— one  the  laaiah  of  Hezekiah,  the  other  an  altoguthcr 
unknown,  nameless,  and  untraceable  man.  I  Iiave  madi" 
no  use  of  this  hypothesis,  because  it  seeujs  to  me  un- 
necessary. It  is  of  coui-se  difficult  to  ajijily  the  ordinary 
rules  of  literary  criticism  to  a  wnrk  which  is  oiily  knciwn 
in  a  translation :  seeing  it  i,s  always  possilile  that  tht! 
style  of  the  translatoi's,  in  this  case  so  adiiiinil)li'  iiud 
homogeneous,  may  have  obliterated  the  disiiiictium;  of 
the  original.     The  restoration  and  r.-tuni  imm  tl fti'ii. 
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vlio  was  willing  to  sink  hia  own  fami?  in  that  of  his  ]ii-eil- 
ei-essor,  iiuliffereiit  even  to  "the  last  inJii'luity  of  iioWe 
rniiuls,"  he,  th«  evangel iwi!  jiroiihet,  us  he  hiia  Iweii 
cnllpil,  was  still  farther  uff  from  the  Miiu  of  Sorrows, 
"  hoin  he  hixs  described  in  such  sublime  strains,  tiiau  the 
(■iij;inal  Lsiiiah  waa  from  Cj'nis.  There  is  no  (iifliimlty 
s;ct  at  rest,  to  my  mind,  by  tho  idea  that  there  wei-e  two: 
^but  neither  to  the  Eiiglish  rwider  or  writer  is  th^'  i]ni>s- 
tiun  one  of  much  importance.  If  they  are  two,  the 
world  is  rieber  by  an  example  of  such  humility  as  it  has 
never  known  before  or  since  combined  with  a  splendonr 
of  fjenins  and  inspiration  to  which  the  same  terms  may 
almost  lie  applied. 

The  iiidy  real  basis  of  probability  upon  which  the  con- 
j.'eliires  in  respect  to  Hezekiah's  ujje  as  the  first  literary 
iii^e  nf  |[.-l>re\v  history  seems  to  rest  is  the  fact  that 
lljriv  w;is  ill  his  days  a'  r.jinarkable  school  ..f  ].ropliets— 
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orderly  words — the  lyrics,  the  oratorj-,  tlie  ranrals 
thought,  with  an  Eastern  wealth  of  uetaplior,  w 
strain  and  vehemenco  of  jinssion,  with  a  imi;>iL' 
harmony  of  sound,  wliich  in  iill  thi-so  fi'iiturii'S 
millenniums  have  never  beni  siirijas.-<-il.  Tlii'  lit'T 
of  the  Greeks  is  much  lati-r,  Uit  vi't  it  is  ]<•■(  mi  univ 
It  does  not  toueh  every  noti'  ul'  tin'  liarjj  a-.  lUn---  lli 
tlie  Hebrews— and  str;ui:.;i'ly  vu.  111-1.  ili.it  -n^at  lii-v, 
the  foundation  of  all  niurK-rii  hMvniiiL:.  ami  in  a  .1 
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and 


228  JERL'SALliM.  [cwF^ 

entertains  no  ^uial  wpjikness,  iiu  iiiipiilflo  of  imlulgence 
for  th(i  sake  of  his  forefathprs — but  is  still  more  strong 
in  respefit  to  that  strange  jwoplf  in  whose,  words  we 
utter  our  deepest  emotions,  and  wliuiu  in  luiist  foacs  wo 
repudiate  and  dislike.  The  effeut  is  a  viTy  iitrtinge  one, 
The  groat  outburst,  if  we  may  etili  it  so,  gf  Hebrew 
poetry  occurred  at  a  time  when  the  two  nations  of  the 
Jews  bad  great  viuiflsitmica  of  power  and  of  downfall,  yt-t 
as  much  or  more  of  the  former  than  of  the  latter.  Tlie 
reign  of  I'zziah  was  a  great  reign  until  the  disaster  of 
tlic  oonchi.sion  which  w;is  rather  person;il  to  the  king 
tliiin  affeetiiig  the  people.  And  the  reign  of  Hezekiah 
was  also  a  great  reign,  full  of  wealth  and  progress,  and 
gifat  national  deliverances,  besides  being,  if  the  opinion 
of  the  ciili.'s  is  any  w.iy  to  Ih;  considered,  a  sort  of 
AiiL,'ii>t:Lii  ,ige  of  literature.     Tlie  t«f«ty  years  oi-eupied 
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ning  of  a  great,  prosperous,  and  as  jet  unblemished 
career,  that  Iiis  prophecies  were  comiKJsed.  All  was 
well  with  the  two  kindred  nations;  over  them,  no  doubt, 
as  overall  the  other  little  powers  in  I*;ili-.«tiiie  the  shadow 
of  the  great  Assyrian  empire  was  Iti-giiinini,'  tn  iisi>^!nit 
for  the  moment  .Jen)bo;im  ]ia<l  trot  tlii>  uppur  hand  of 
Syria,  which  up  ti.  this  time  hnd  li.-.'u  thr  stiun;,'fst  nf 
Israel 
hut  well-beii 
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every  ono  is  agreed.  Was  it,  perhaps,  a  young  Hezekiah, 
a  youni;  .losiah  of  whom  they  fondly  hoped  in  the  first 
phice  that  he  might  be  the  deliverer?  but  if  so — and  in 
tlie  dim  yet  sjdendid  vision  that  rose  before  them,  the 
lines  were  all  indefinite,  and  who  could  refuse  to  hope 
that  any  noble  and  gracious  youth  might  unfold  into 
that  i)roiniscd  prince  ? — there  is  no  insistence  upon  it, 
no  atHruKition,  nor  even  anything  that  could  be  inter- 
])n*te(l  into  an  assurance  that  this  was  he.  They  had 
everv  indiu'cment  that  men  ctouhl  luive  to  make  their 
prophecy  a'l^ree  with  the  j>rognostics  of  a  new  reign: 
but  tlicy  ncvi'r  did  so — nor  did  all  the  prosperities  and 
splendours   of  the    ju'esent    ever  draw  tlit^ii  from   their 
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cries  the  disturbed  and  angry  priest,  "flee  thou  away 
into  the  land  of  Judah,  and  there  eat  bread,  and  prophesy, 
there  :  but  prophesy  not  again  any  more  at  Bethel,  for 
it  is  the  king's  chapel,  and  it  is  the  king's  court"  (or 
the  sanctiiary  aiul  the  house  of  the  kiiigilom,  according 
to  the  marijinal  correction  of  the  authorised  version). 
"  I  was  no  prophet,"  answers  Amos,  '•  neither  vrivi  I  a 
prophet's  son.  1  w;is  a  herd.snian  and  n  gatJu'rcr  of  .syca- 
more fruit :  and  the  Lord  tiwk  mc  as  1  followed  the  Hoi'k.s, 
and  the  Li^rd  said  unto  uic,  Go,  prophesy  unto  my  people 
Israel."  Tlie  snni.'  message  with  imlividual  inoiliHca- 
tions   is  convevc!   l>v  all  the  iiroiihets  o(  tlie  d;iv.     In 


g 

^^^■^ 

Bi 

m 

■ 

^^^^^ll^^B 

a)2 

JEIUTSAI.KM. 

[.BAP. 

ansf  D  11 

1  the  (lava  of  the 

first  monarch  to  make  I'alea- 

tine  tremblL;  yet  even 

in  Jiuiah   w!tf 

I  the  trumpet  of 

OfiminK 

disastiT  sountled. 

,  "The  cities 

shnll  be 

wiisU'ti 

^ 

ivithout 

itihaljitiiiit,   amt 

the  houses  w 

ithout  mu 

II,  and 

I.] 


THE  PROPHETS. 


233 


fully  carried  on — yet  still  the  same  cry.  The  prophets 
unfold  to  us  the  state  of  morals  and  manners  which 
existed  in  both  the  fated  kingdoms  with  a  sternness  of 
censure  which,  no  doubt,  to  their  contemporaries,  seemed 
exaggerated,  such  a  trenchant  '-  criticism  of  life  ''  as  even 
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Among  these   humble  hosts  without  authority,  whose 
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mcomprdiensible,  yet  is  always  mon?  or  less  understood 
by  ttie  heart,  lays  the  cEise  very  phiiuly  befnre  every  one 
of  His  creatures.  To  the  lowest  intelligence,  as  to  tho 
highest,  there  is  a  standard,  a  line  which  divides  betweeu 
gofpil  and  evil.  There  are  a  hundred  arguments  on 
either  sidt',  and  the  caae  has  lioen  gone  over  and  over 
a;jain  Kiiic^e  the  beginning  of  the  world  in  every  genera- 
tion under  all  circnni stances.  And  niiiny  a  breaking 
heart  has  cried  and  implored  in  every  age  for  the  one 
thing  tli.at  cannot  be  granted,  that  God  would  force 
child  or  friend  or  husband  or  wife  into  that  right  way, 
would  auuiliilate  the  perverse  will,  and  destroy  tlie  dis- 
o]ii;ilieiLt  iii.stincts,  and  make  men  good  who  have  no 
dcsiri'  to  ]k-  good.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the  evcr- 
l;i>tJii^'  No  of  which  tho  philosopher  writes,  find  who 
lias  >,iirli  inly  as  a  f;itlier  hath,  sn|iplics  every  ar-uincnt, 
fv.TV  i)i.liirrinciit  tli;it  ran  affV.'t  a  thiidun,^- aii-lloviiig 
!-iiiL':   1ml    Ilr  will    ju.t   Uik'-  ;nv;iv  tli.il   i-.n,.,- nf  clioi,.o 
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thought.  But  as  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  forming  indi- 
vidual theories  upon  matters  which  concern  us  all  so 
deeply,  I  hope  the  reader  will  ]iardou  the  momentary 
departure  from  our  immediate  subjei^t.  On  these  lines, 
at  least,  the  gri'ut  parable  of  the  .lewisli  history  was 
carried  out.  Their  mission  was  set  veiy  eleaily  before 
them,  the  bigh.-st  honour  eom-eivable  fnr  a  nation  :  their 
Liiv.  so  stern  in  rectitude,  yet  uei'ompaiiied  willi  such 
womlerfiil  shatlings  of  charity  ami  kindur,-;;;,  wa.s  j,'ivcn 
to  them  eeiitnries  before  any  sneh  ei)de  is  known  in 
any  other  race  (and  this  on  tlie  shoiviti;,-  of  tlic  must 
detei-min.'d   i-ritirs.    w!iu   impute   a   system   ..f  wliulrsale 
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him.  "Tf  thou  at  ail  take  tliy  neighbour's  raiment  to 
pledge,  tliuu  ^lialt  dtlivf  r  it  unto  hiiu  hy  that  the  sun 
goeth  down :  for  that  is  his  covering  only,  it  is  his  rai- 
ment for  his  skin:  wherein  sluill  he  sleep  ?'"  The  Shy- 
lock  of  luodero  history  has  jiut  this  charge  far  out  of  his 
keti,  and  so  had  the  Hebrew  of  the  days  of  the  last 
Jerobo:im.  Thfey  lay  down  upon  dothes  laid  to  pledge 
— wliLit  \\c  call  now  the  Arab  cloak,  which  is  his  house, 
his  fovi'i-  from  the  scorching  sun,  his  bt-d  jind  hlimket  in 
wliiuh  !n'  stilt  lies  down  secure  under  any  tent  or  tree 
ivJicrerrr  it  may  chance  to  him  to  pass  the  night.  The 
poor  niLiii,  unable  to  bring  his  penny  of  redemption, 
must  have  shivered  in  the  night  air  in  his  light  tunic 
whili-  tin'  traditionary  Jew.  tlie  impersonation  of  the 
usuii-r,  flivlrhcd  Jiimsclf  in  tlie  must  i.nmitive  form  of 
^v;lr.■lluu^ill.L.^  on  tlie  eovi-rin-s  of  his  dcliturs— the  cru- 
.■l]..--t    Innii    uf    j.;iwnl.r.ikin-.      The    n.-xt    itnii    in    the 
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in  t.hp  TniHst.  both   of  idolat.rv  and  law-hrftakine^.  t.hat,  thft 
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wliich  that  craving  for  money  to  supply  their  luxuries 
ivhi<^li  is  so  constant  a  feature  of  a  falling  state,  leads  to 
every  kind  of  injustice  and  oppression :  where  the  cause 
of  the  weak  is  unsafe,  peculation  in  every  public  office, 
the  very  hand  of  the  judge  not  clean  r  where  ostentation 
and  luxury  prevail,  the  women's  special  prodigality  of 
dresB  calling  forth  an  indignant  protest  as  in  ail  other 
primitive  indiftments,  the  men's  indolent  effeminacy, 
their  vacant  lives,  and  pursuit  of  pleasure  reckless  and 
boundless,  filling  in  the  details  of  the  picture.  Cruelty 
a)Kl  oppression  appear  on  ull  sides,  exactions  of  all 
kinds,  L'xtravaKauce  and  self-inJuJg-euce,  the  prcphets 
]irophcsyiii;j  falsely  and  the  people  loving  to  have  it 
sii:  t.lic  lonrts  uf  law  debased,  the  lender  turned  into 
a  nsnrir,  tin'  di'htor  threatened  with  slavery,  a  soci- 
i-\\  allii^^'itlirT  disorg.inLsed,  witliont  effective  authority, 
M'illiiiut  nilr,  piivaded  hy  license  and  a  slackening  of  all 
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ury,  waited  at  the  gate,  to  take  them  across  the  valley 
in  a  party  of  mingled  pleasure  and  devotion,  and  up  the 
slope  of  Olivet  to  some  favourite  grove,  where  half  clan- 
destine, half  recoguisud,  the  gayer  rites  of  another  wor- 
ship were  performed.  Nothing  like  being  on  the  safe 
side,  one  can  imngino  the  cynic  nobles  saying,  as  they 
cume  back  to  envelop  tliemselves  in  tJieir  silki'u  robi-s, 
and  lay  themselves  upon  their  scnlptnrL'd  conches  witii 
all  the  fine  work  of  ivory  and  j-ilding: — while  stew- 
ard and  intoiuhint  outside  ground  every  farthing  tliut 
could  be  got  ont  of  the  misery  of  the  iieedv.  ont  of  the 
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than  is  the  triuniDhant  vision  of  a  time  to  come  in  whirli 
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human  example  it  was  not.  The  awe,  the  solemn  impres- 
sion, the  extraordinary  relief  in  a  moment  to  all  the 
terrors  of  the  threatened  city  died  with  the  day  that 
brought  them  forth,  and  the  human  routine  went  on  as 
before.  So  it  has  been  in  every  age :  and  so  it  will  be, 
no  doubt,  till  the  race  comes  to  an  end,  or  some  other 
impulse  higher  than  any  known  heretofore  gives  a  higher 
possibility,  an  alteration  beyond  all   hopes   to   the   well- 
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before  his  race :  with  great  indecency,  M.  Eenan  and 
other  critics  say,  but  that  is  scarcely  the  question.  It  is 
an  incident  that  might  occur  even  now,  tliough  probably 
not  with  the  same  univeraal  publicity,  in  the  same  un- 
changed and  unchangeable  land. 

And  was  it,  perluqis,  ut  li..-  •.him.'  >.r.l\   i  .li-id  that  be 
stood— iu  one  of   tlu-'    ili.n.    ■■  ■     ■  :.!:--;  of   tliL- 

steep  dark  street  uhnr  dn-  >  i  ■     i  ■ .  !■■■[  to  listen 

would  establish  itself  as  in  ;i  [ln-;iiji-  m  liir  iiiirruw  dt-pth 
of  that  ravine  of  building,  each  line  of  glowing  tnibau  or 
kcrdiief  threatled  with  gold,  rising  a  little  highc-r  tlian 
the   Dthi-r;  and  with  the  viol   in   his  h;ind    whiMi    was 
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*'  What  could  hav€  been  done  more  to  my  vineyardi 
That  I  liavf  not  done  in  it  ? 

Wherefore,  wiien  I  looked  that  it  should  bring  forth  grapes, 
Brought  it  forth  wild  grapes? 

"  And  now  go  to  ; 
I  will  tell  you  what  I  will  do  to  my  vineyard : 
I  will  takt'  away  the  hedge  thereof. 
And  it  shall  bt*  eaten  up; 
And  hnak  down  the  wall  thereof, 
And  it  shall  he  trodden  down  : 
And  I  will  lay  it  waste  : 
It  shall  not  be  ])runed,  n«>r  difrged  ; 
But  then'  shall  conu*  up  briars  and  thorns: 
I  will  alsti  ci.ininand  the  clouds 
That  iht  y  rain  no  rain  upon  it." 

'hen,  our  can  fancy  the  louder  note  struck  from  the 
riuncnt.  tlio  ]»ause  of  the  singer,  the  stir  in  the  niulti- 
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"  For  lie  saith, 
By  tlie  strciijtth  of  my  lianrl  1  havp  done  it, 
Anit  by  my  wisdom  ;  fnr  I  am  [irudeiit : 
1  liavp  ri'iiiiivtil  flic  biiiinfls  nf  ilie  penplp, 
1  liaic  I'lit  (loHii  tlip  inliabLlaiits 
Like  a  valiant  man.  .  .  . 


'-Sliall  11 


x  inacnity  ilsi'lf  a^raiii.st  Ji 
il  RliDulil  slinko  tlii'tii  iliiit 
against  that  (tlit  batnl)  » 
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"  Ho  is  comp  to  Aiath, 
He  is  passed  to  Mija*on  ; 
At  Mirhiiiash  ho  liath  laid  up  his  carriages: 
'Hifv  are  ^one  over  the  passage  : 
They  hav«'  taken  up  their  lodging  at  (Jeha  ; 
Haniah  is  afraid  ; 
(iibcali  of  Saul  is  fled. 

Cry  slirill  with  thy  voice,  (>  daughter  of  Gallim 
Listen,  ()  Laish  !  thou  p<H)r  Anathoth. 
Ma(hin'nah  is  scattered  ; 
Tlu*  inhabitants  of  Gehim  pither  to  flee. 


*'  This  very  day  he  will  halt  at  Nob  : 
lb'  will  sliakr  his  hand 
Ai:ainst  the  mount  of  the  dauuhter  c>f  Zion. 
A::aiii>t  tin-  hill  of  JiTusaleni." 
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shall  not  regard  silver,"  rise  up  pitiless  before  our  eyes : 
aud  still  more  wonderful  is  the  visJou  in  which  the 
])ro].lii't,  suddenly  rapt  ;is  is  Lis  characteristic  from  the 
more  pra£tical  and  immediate  scope  of  his  poem,  and 
plunged  with  an  overwhelming  force  of  impulse  into  the 
future  and  the  unseen,  tears  aside  the  dark  veil  of  Hades 
and  displays  the  great  dead,  the  uionarchs  of  the  past, 
rising  to  meet  the  fallen  conqueror — 

•'  Hell  from  beneath  is  moved  for  thee 
To  meet  thee  at  tliy  coming : 
It  stirretli  up  tlie  dead  for  thee, 
Even  all  tlie  chief  ones  of  the  eanli : 


262  JERUSALEM.  [cbapT 

deliveranfe — Isaiah's  great  ode  wliieli  had  been  liijteued 
to  in  its  first  utterance  with  troubled  aud  woDdering  in- 
-comprebension,  may  have  buen  taken  out  from  atuotig  the 
other  rolls  of  mystic  writing  aud  read  with  an  under- 
standing and  awed  acknowledgment,  of  its  tremendous 
trutii.  Sennacherib's  fall  was  not  the  final  meaning  of 
that  ]>rnpheey,  yet  it  might  well  have  seemed  so,  a  pres- 
age and  preface.  Hezekiah  no  doubt  had  heard  it  pro- 
claimed, when  he  was  a  boy,  in  his  father's  troubled  and 
disastrous  reign,  when,  perhaps,  the  utmost  that  was 
tlioiiffht  of  it  was  that  it  was  ati  imagiuiitive  speculation, 
a  vision  of  what  might  be  if  ever  that  great  and  conquer- 
u)g  jiower  should  fall.  In  the  same  way,  I  believe,  it  was 
ap|jlii'd  to  Napoleon  in  the  time  of  his  glory.  And  it 
(;;ni  s[-:iL(-dy  be  believed  that  there  were  not  men  in  Judah 
wlio  were  capable  of  feeling  tJie  foreo  of  the  poetry  and 
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those  great  dreams  of  the  Delivei-er  to  come,  on  which 
all  his  being  was  intent,  bidding  him  come  and  read  to 
the  king  that  old  thing  of  his,  which  the  old  men  were 
talking  of,  that  vision,  or  whatever  it  might  be,  of  Hades  ? 
Let  him  arise  and  bring  it  forth  and  reail  to  the  king. 
And  with  what  awe  would  Hezekiah  listen,  in  his  timid 
faithfulness,  for  whom  Ha<les  would  never  be  disturbed, 
whose  hope  was  for  peace  iii  his  own  day  whatever  niiglit 
follow,  and  perhaps  a  humble  slipping  into  heaven  at  the 
end,  no  king,  but  the  least  of  God's  servants.  No  exulta- 
tion, no  cry  of  triumph  was  in  tliat  poem,  but  the  awe  of 
a  great  judgment  and  a  great  suffering,  a  vast  and  dim 
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to  come,  breaks  forth  auoii  into  cries  of  joj-  that  thrill 
the  air.     Or  if  the  reiuler  pleases  it  is  no 
Isaiah,  tlie  pout  of  the  restoration  who  speaks 


' '  A  wake,  awake  ; 
Put  on  Ihy  Blreu^,  0  Zion ; 
I'ai  on  ^y  beautiful  gnnuenU, 
(.>  JeniMlem,  the  holy  city  1 
Kliake  thyself  Irom  the  duBi ; 
Arise,  O  JeruBJileiii ; 

Loose  thyself  from  the  baiiiis  of  thy  neck, 
U  oiiptive  liauglittr  of  Zkni, 

'-  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains 
Are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidin 
That  publishelh  peace ; 
'I'liat  brln^th  good  tidings, 
Tliat  publiHheth  salvation ; 
That  saith  unto  Zinn. 
Tiiy  God  reigiielh  I 

■■  'Hiv  walchuien  Hliall  lift  up  the  voice ; 
Wlih  lh.>  v.iirc  l.iyrlh.T  slialt  tiiov  siiii: : 
Tni-  ihi-y  slmll  Ml-  lyi  t.i  I'v,-, 
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manner  of  being  ia  this  Holy  One  of  Israel  ?  This  is 
what  Isaiah  asks,  ia  vision,  in  high  and  wonderful  poetic 
mnsiiLgs,  "seaidhinf,',"  as  St.  PettT  explained  long  after, 
"  what  or  what  manner  of  time  the  Spirit  of  Christ  which 
was  in  him  did  signify."  What  did  it  signify?  Some- 
thing too  strange  for  belief,  too  wonderful  for  the  most 
authentic  vision.  Was  he  but  dimly  conscious  what  it 
meant  ?  did  he  believe  it  allegorical,  a  similitude,  a  spir- 
itual picture,  not  a  fact  to  be  veritied  in  every  detail? 
or  did  he  cry  out  like  Peter  and  the  rest.  ''He  it  far 
from  thee.  Lord!''  in  the  first  aiigiiish  and  comprehen- 
sion oC  what  they  meant,  those  wonderful  words  ? 
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And  he  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked, 
And  with  a  rich  man  in  his  death  ; 
Bt'cuusi'  he  had  done  no  viok^nce, 
Neither  was  any  deceit  found  in  his  mouth. 

Yet  it  pleast'd  the  I^)rd  to  bruise  him  ; 

lit*  hath  put  him  to  jjrief : 

When  thou  shalt  make  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin, 

He  shall  set*  his  seed, 

lie  shall  i»n)lon.i^  his  days, 

And  the  j)k'asure  of  the  Lonl  shall  prosper  in  his  hand." 
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Jerusalem,  and  this  time  with  a  force  which  exceeded 
all  previous  threatenings  in  the  unbroken  terror  of  its 
denunciations,  as  the  events  about  to  take  place  exceeded 
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tbe  ancient  tabemaclp,  the  young  Samuel  who  nnswercd, 
"Here  I  am"  in  the  same  simple  faith  to  his  master  oa 
earth  and  hia  Master  in  heaven.  Jeremiah,  from  his 
youth,  miiat  have  had  a  melancholy  and  troubled  spirit, 
feeling  to  the  depths  of  his  lieart  the  uneasy  condition 
of  all  about  hint,  the  seething  of  all  the  disorderly  ele- 
ments, the  decomposition  of  the  national  life.  Ho 
shrank  in  his  timidity  and  sadness  from  the  terrible 
task  put  upon  him.  He  had  not  the  splendid  and  fiery 
eloquence  of  Isaiah,  the  impetus  of  genius  and  energy 
which  carried  that  prophet,  swift  and  triumphant,  to  the 
heights  and  depths  of  his  subject  whatever  that  might 
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iron  pillar,  and  brazen  walls,  against  the  whole  land, 
against  the  kings  of  Judah,  and  the  princes  thereof, 
against  the  priests  thereof,  and  against  the  people  of 
the  land.  And  they  shall  fight  against  thee  ;  but  they 
shall  not  ])n»vail  against  thee ;  for  1  am  with  thee,  saith 
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of  pious  frauds  by  which  they  conceive  the  religion  of 
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sumes  with  stern  and  simple  details  which  bring  befon 
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claim  without  ceasing.  It  was  not  with  his  own  will 
that  he  dill  it,  Again  and  again  dofs  he  mourn  liis 
crui'l  fate,  cursing  the  hour  that  he  was  Ijoi'u,  upbraiding 
GikI  himself  for  having  put  this  yoke  U])on  his  ahouldei-s, 
witli  that  wild  audacity  of  suffeiiug  which  breaks  forth 
so  often  in  the  weak.  "O  Lord,  thou  hast  deceived  me, 
and  I  was  eutioed,"  i.e.  to  deliver  this  ^wiinful  unwilling 
message,  be  cries:  "thou  art  strouger  than  I,  and  hast 
prevailed.  I  said  I  will  not  make  mention  of  Him,  nor 
speak  any  more  in  His  name.  Hut  His  word  w«a  in 
mine  heart  as  a  burning  fire  shut  up  in  my  bones,  and 
I  was  weary  of  forbearing,  and  I  could  not  stiiy."  Thus, 
notwithstanding  all  dark  looks,  nil  threats  directed 
a;;ainst  liim.  and  no  donht  the  restraints  whicli  his 
ves|ii'ctiLljle  kindred  both  in  Jerusalem  and  Auuthoth 
would  iitti'mjit  to  enfoi-ce,  nnthing  stayed  tlie  nu'lancholy 
ni.'SM.ng*-r.  wlio  was  tliere  in  all  tlie  assemblies  of  the 
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voice  which  had  become  so  familiar,  Jeremiah  pours 
forth  his  lament  with  that  individual  voice,  with  tliat 
strong  cry  of  pei'soiial  imguisL,  wlui;h  is  the  most  cuii- 
vincing  of  all. 

"  Oh  that  mi^  tiead  were  waters. 
And  mine  uyes  a  fountain  of  tears, 
Tliat  I  might  weep  day  and  iii^lit 
For  tlie  Hiaiii  of  tht  dauj;liter  of  my  people  ! 
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prophet  might  be  standing  ?     The  wonder  is  not  that  he 
was  seized  and  punished  at  last,  but  that  his  freedom 
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snlution:  the  young  sons  whom  he  had  left  behind  to 
ini'et  the  eniergeney  were  wholly  uuiit  to  fave  its  diffi- 
culties, and  probably  the  wisest  and  bravest  of  his  coun- 
sellurs  and  ehaiupiona  perished  with  him  at  Megiddo, 
h'iiviiit;  Judah  as  Scotland  was  after  i'lodden,  defence- 
li'^s,  at  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror.  The  sou  who  suo- 
ci'('di:^ii  liLiii,  Jehoaliaz,  not  the  eldest  iu  age  but  probably 
tlie  fhihl  of  a  mother  of  superior  i-ank,  had  a  preearioua 
i-cigu  of  three  months  diu'iug  which  time  Pharaoh  Necho 
became  m.ister  of  the  kingdom  and  city,  exacted  aii 
enormous  indeniidty,  and  dethroned  and  carried  olT  the 
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certitinly  the  pride  even  of  those  who  defiled  it,  a  national 
distinction  and  glory :  "  If  ye  will  not  hearken  ...  I  will 
make  tliia  iiouse  like  Shiloh,  [  will  make  this  city  a  curse 
among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.''  The  crowd  had  no 
difficulty  ill  imderstandiuj,'  his  words.  It  was  from 
Shiloh  tliat  the  Avk  had  been  earriod  forth  to  procure, 
like  a  I'ebisli,  the  triumph  of  the  Israelites,  who  had 
come  to  look  upon  it  as  the  heathens  looked  iipim  their 
goda  of  wood  and  atone:  it  had  been  disastrously  lost  in 
the  lost  battle :  and  Shiloh  had  become-  IchalxMl,  a  place 
from  wheni-e  tha  glory  had  departed.  This  prophecy,  so 
appalling,  so  definite,  so  clearly  comprehensible,  pro- 
duced au  immediate  tumult  in  the  crowd:  they  were  no 
longer  umier  the  sway  of  the  pious  King  who  protected 
tlie  pru[ilLcts;  they  were  no  lcui};pr  afraid  to  raise  their 
voiic^  or  their  heads  in  tlic  presence  of  their  victors. 
Mast.Ts  loi-  the  moment  of  tlieir  own  city,  free  to  do 
what  tliey  wmil,],  uilli  many  an  nns.'ttlcd  s^-niv  of  resent- 
ment, a-(iiiis1  tliis  jirnplicl  i.|-  evil,  the  tir-;t  n,;i,iy  nl  tlie 
;in>,'ry  pri.'sts  Ri:;iiii?^t  liim   lil    w],   tl:e   exi'itemenl    of  the 
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gate,  perhaps  that  now  called  the  Golden  Gate  (so  care- 
fully built  up  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  Messiah,  when 
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he  had  been  sunning  hiiuaolf  on  the  steps  of  the  Temple, 
to  tell  that  tale,  na  a  thing  he  could  himself  rt^collect  ? 
At  all  evonts  .Icremiah's  [imtectors  were  more  powerful 
than  tlinsc  ivliii  wttro  ngainst  liini  iinil  for  the  time  hoj 
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rant,  but  who  could  not  mistake  the  simplicity  and  force 
of  that  si^n.  Tlie  high  ])riest,  ])orhai).s,  was  absent,  per- 
haps unwilliuL;  to  interfere  with  the  son  of  his  prede- 
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from  the  valley,  in  hot  indignution.  but  made  no  movp- 
ment  until  the  prophet  paused  again  ''in  the  ootirt  of 
the  Lord's  house"  and  began  to  repeat  hia  prophecy, 
"  Behold,  I  will  bring  on  this  city  all  the  evil  that  I  have 
proiiouijued  against  it."  Then  the  priest  could  contain 
himself  no  longer.  He  gave  the  order  to  seize  and  pun, 
ish  the  prophet  of  woe.  "Then  P.ishur  smote  Jeremiah." 
This  would  apparently  indinate  that,  trausjrarted  by  a 
passion  of  resentment  to  hear  himself  and  all  the  ruling 
party  thus  defied,  he  inflieted  not  only  the  shame  of  the 
stocks  hut  the  punishment  of  tlie  lowest  offender,  the 
forty  stripes  save  one,  uimn   his  tVllnw-pviest,  his  kins- 
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a»  a  mighty  teirijjle  one  " :  a  thought  which  in  the  midst 
of  liis  trouble,  in  the  darkness  of  Jiia  abandoniueDb  all 
shamed  and  sufEerinj  as  he  is,  iiiakfs  him  break  forth 
into  a  sudden  burst  of  joy,  "  Sing  ye  to  the  Loi-d,  praise 
ye  the  Lord:  for  he  hath  delivered  the  soul  of  the  poov 
from  the  hands  of  evildoers."  Hid  the  watchman  on  tlie 
walls  liear  this  sudden  cry  in  the  ni^dit  and  comti  down 
to  liwti'ii — overawed  by  tlie  vietiin's  triiiniiih,  and,  jii'r- 
hal^8,  not  knowing'  that  whi'n  tliat  niomi-iitaiy  slioiit  l:ad 
died  on  tlie  night  air,  the  lieart  of  thi'  loii.-ly  man  sank 
ayain  in  liis  bosom,  and  in  a  dcHi".ndi>nc-y  as  su.ldun  and 
instiiK'tivf  he  cursed  tlic  day  tliat  hv  w;i.s  born  ? 
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yi-ars  lunler  the  protection  of  King  Josiah,  and  the  prea- 
ti<^'e  of  his  own  father's  name,  it  is  very  possible  th&t  the 
ignominy  of  his  present  position  was  more  than  he  could 
bear.  His  tnioiatry  had  in  some  measnre  changed  even 
before  this  turning-point.  From  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Jehoiakim  he  had  been  a  man  discountenanced, 
to  whom  other  methods  than  those  of  argument  and 
exhortation  were  necessary.  He  had  l>een  forced  to 
adopt  the  symbolical  teaching  whioh  had  been  common 
to  laaiah  and  the  other  prophets,  the  language  of  signs 
aud  pii:t[ires,  and  that  of  a  most  forcible  kind.  He  had 
put  a  yoke  upon  his  own  neck  and  bonds  on  his  limbs 
as  a  symliol  of  the  subjection  which  was  to  come  not 
only  uiHiii  .liidah  but  upon  all  the  surrounding  nations. 
Hi'  had  brouL,'lit  up  the  Rechnbites  out  of  their  dwelling 
anil  nlTfii'd  tliem  wine  in  order  to  show  by  the  contrast 
of  tluMv  f.illhfuliiess  to  their  aucestor'.s  mmmand  how 
uuiva><uu-il>l.>  was  tlir  disolifdi.'iir,'  of  thi>  Hi-bivws.  And 
last  ami  most  Irllin^-  (-1  all.  \,<-  Jiad  l.mk.ni  Xhi-  ]MU'ts 
vrss.d.  Ihi>  l">ttl..  ol   biittk^  iMrthrnwav,  tn  show  how 
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had  beard  but  little  of  what  Jeremiah  had  to  say.  It  is 
true  tliat  the  prophet  had  been  eommaitded  on  more  than 
one  occasion  to  stand  at  the  gate  by  which  the  kln^  went 
out  and  eame  in,  probably  where  he  still  sat  to  administer 
justice  on  set  occasions  according  to  primitive  custom. 
But  of  all  persons  in  the  world  a  king  can  escape  moat 
easily  from  what  he  does  not  wish  to  hear,  ;uid  either  the 
prophet  niiglit  be  hustled  away  or  the  king  break  up  the 
session  to  escape  from  that  persecuting  voiee.  Thus 
there  was  yet  one  individual  in  Jerusalem  to  whom  it 
might  be  supposed  that  the  waniing  and  appeal  to  repent- 
ance, and  the  promise  tliat  was  inviiriably  attaelied  to  a 

(.li^nwB  nf  life     Il3f1   i,f,(-  fi.lK'  pm.iP         .Torpmi^li   «-th  tKf.ri-. 
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some  liuiiihlc  lionso  at  Anathoth  or  other  sholti*r,  we  aro 
not  toM:  but  at  all  cvtMits,  whih*  it  was  icoin^  on  the 
jjropht't  and   his   (h'votcd    secretary  must   have   had  an 
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But  no  party,  we  may  well  believe,  advocated  as  Jero- 
miah  did,  the  policy  of  throwing  aside  all  unavailing 
resistance,  and  rendering  Full  submission  to  the  invitder. 
It  was  not  a  patriotic  policy  at  the  first  glance.  But  we 
may  believe,  at  the  same  time,  from  the  evidence,  at  once 
in  these  same  prophetic  addresses,  and  in  the  national 
records  winch  point  to  a  state  of  utter  disorganisation 
and  incompetence,  that  Jerusalem  was  quite  unfit  to  offer 
any  serious  resistance,  and  that  any  feeble  and  lioiwless, 
if  still  fierce  and  desperate,  stand  she  could  make  would 
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train  of  captives  following  his  steps,  and  amonp:  them 
tlie  royal  boys,  descendants  of  good  King  Ilezekiah  to 


II.]  THE   PROPHETS.  301 

this  may  have  been,  Baruch  was  sent  for,  and  when  lie 
had  read  his  book  (which  probably  contained  but  a 
chosen  few  of  the  prophecies  of  Jeremiah)  to  this  grave 
assembly,  tlieir  conclusion  was  th:it  the  king  must  be 
infoniii'it.  '-Ti'll  us  now,  how  didst  thou  write  all  these 
woriis'.'-'  they  asked.  Then  ]i;iruc.h  answered  tlieiii: 
'■He  pronounced  ;l11  these  words  unto  mo  with  las 
month,  iind  I  wrote  th.-m  with  ink  in  this  book."  The 
gr;ive  men.  eonei'rneil  and  troubled  ;is  by  a  serious  mut- 
ter heard  for  the  hrst  time,  apiH'ar  to  us  like  a  pietni-e 
surronndin;;  the  yi>nii,^;  scribe  with  unxiims  looks,  dis- 
turhed   l«'yond    n.Vasinv    l,y    wh;it   tliey   liiid    hcitri!,   not 
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'    "his  winter-house,"  no  doubt  the  southern  rooms  fully 

I    expoaeil  to  the  sunshine,  looking  over  the  Torti  float  ions 

of  the  Temple  enclosure  to  the  network  of  aseemling 
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with  the  purer  fire  of  wood  embers  glowing  reiL  The 
king  sat  near  this  centre  of  wai'nith  while  the  courtier 
stood  up  and  read.  There  would  be  some  such  stand  aa 
tliiise  now  used  for  the  Koran  to  support  the  heavy  roll. 
Hut  Jeliudi  liud  not  read  above  '■  three  or  four  leaves  '" 
wlieii  thu  kiu^'suatiihi-d  it  from  liiiu,  aud  di-awii].;a  knife 
fri.m  his  girdle,  ilivhled  th^  piiivhuieut  «-ith  a  >!triike  and 
tlirriv  iIk'  pi,-fes  upiiii  tU<-  tiiv,  ■■until  all  llii'  riil!  was 

rulisuil.rd.-'  -nn-r  nl'  th.'  |iriui'....  lauilllniU  (  »-|l<i  Wiiuld 
S.-.-.U  U>  1i:lv,'  lii-riL  111.,  kind's  liitiiiT-iihUiw)  iind  l)idai;ih 
hv  tlicir  eutrn.lii-s  to  iT<train 
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liaii  destroyed  was  done  over  again.  It  was  a  serious 
iii:ilti'r  in  those  days  to  destroy  a  Ijook  of  which  only 
one  topy  existed :  but  even  then  it  was  a  futile  effort. 
The  prophet  repeated  in  the  enforced  leisure  of  his 
Kiiiishment  all  that  he  had  before  dictated  to  liia  aeera- 
tary,  "and  there  were  added  besides  many  like  words." 
Then,  as  now,  it  was  the  inost  vain  attempt  that  could 
be  made  to  crush  the  literature  by  which,  and  more  then 
even  than  now,  a  nation  lives.  I'or  what  should  we 
lia^-e  kuuwu  of  JeninaU-in  miv  (iii>n>  tlian  we  ktmw  of 
Edoui,  or  .Vinmon,  or  Moab,  but  for  Jeremiah  and  his 
friend'.'  A  painfully  deciphered  stone,  the  triumphant 
record  of  one  man's  doings,  calls  forth  the  wonder  and 
curiosity  of  the  whole  world,  while  the  living  record  of 
how  men  looked  and  talked  and  acted  in  all  the  recog- 
nis,Ml,li-nrs,s  of  their  humanity,  is  our  le^jacy  fr..ni  the 
ll.-l>ivw.^:   ,.v<-r   whieli    natnr;iilv.   it   being   si.   inlinitelv 
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the  actual   manner   of  his  death.     He  was  "bound  in 
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the  court   who  stood   round  Jehoiakim,  with   troubled 
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his  palace  to  the  prophet  to  ask  his  prayers  and  his 
advice.  "Pray  now  unto  the  Lord  our  God  for  na." 
\Vas  it  Euperstilioa  rather  than  devotion  that  inspired 
this  embassy,  as  Balak  had  sent  to  Duiaam  to  curse  tha 
Israelites  ?  Did  those  unfortunate  rulers  of  tlie  donmed 
and  impoverished  place  hope  that  if  Jeremiah  could  but 
be  got  to  change  his  mind  all  would  go  well  7  Was  it 
ratlier  as  a  fetish  than  as  an  exponent  of  (iod's  will  that 
they  soufjlit  him?  If  so  they  were  most  ijuickly  un- 
deceivt-ii.  T!ie  ]irophet  after  his  wanderinns.  :it'i.rr  the 
horrors  of  tlie  siege  and  the  captivity,  the  fulfilment  of 
so  many  of  his  predictions,  was  not  likely  to  be  persuaded 
into  otliiT  views  by  any  embiissy.  His  message  even 
w:is  sciirci'ly  tempered  by  tlie  oftVr  of  a  place  of  repent- 
ance. '■  Di'i'i'ive  not  yourselves,"  bo  says,  "sayinj"  the 
Cli:Lldraiis  ^l,;ill  smvly  .h-part  from  us?  for  tlu'v  sliall 
n.it  deii:iLt-"     It  must  liavc  hr.-u  wiUi  ;iii|,'ri-  and  disai>- 
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tarily  alarmed  by  tlie  rumour  of  Pharaoh's  army  ap- 
proaching, had  made  a  feint  of  raising  the  siege.  As 
stion  as  the  ways  were  liberated  and  the  gates  opea 
Jeremiah  w«nt  out  "to  go  into  the  land  of  Benjamin" 
"in  the  luidst  of  the  [jeople,"  no  doubt  among  the  urowd 
which  would  pout  forth  in  search  of  food  and  refresh- 
ment after  lung  famisliing  in  the  blockaded  city.  Hut 
the  captain  of  the  ward  saw  among  the  urowd  the  figure 
of  the  pmpliet,  going  in  all  probability  to  his  father'8 
fields  at  Anathoth  to  bring  in  provisions  for  hiuiaelf  and 
his  kiiidn.'ci.  ■■Thon  fallest  away  to  the  Chatdeana," 
he  cried,  seizing  ujiou  Jeremiah  as  he  passed :  and,  no 
doubt,  tlie  crowd  would  tliink  the  accusation  a  very 
likely  one  considering  how  tlie  prophet  proclaimed  the 
niii^lit  of  the  Chaldeans  and  discouraged  all  resistance  to 
tlii'in  "11  f-very  occasiiui.  .fcrcmiali  dcuicd  the  accusa- 
tion, but  ill  va'iii :  ati.l  be  wns  bustle!  awiiy  tlmmgh  the 
throii;,'  lo  til.,  -n^inpl..  I'lirliiMuv.  ai..l  llirn,-,"  to  the  liuiise 
of  .(..iiiilliau  llic  srnl.c.  iin.b-nuMtli  whir],  l,y  the  ,hin- 
^.■nu-;Ucvvii    ii,   llie   lo.k.   :ni<l   in   Mn-h   .■^il   <'/.i.,litiim    as 

thcam-ieui,  lbniii;lil   lit    ami    et    t>>r   srn,uis  ufTeiniors. 
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llu'  (*n<l  of  tlif  scvr'iitli  y<*ar  all  the  coiulitions  of  In^ndajfe 
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No  sterner  deDUti elation  ever  came  from  JereniiaU's 
lipa  than  that  wliicli  followed  the  miserable  failure  of 
thia  only  real  effort  after  amendment  made  iu  the  doomed 
city.  It  was  probably  uttered  in  the  miserable  dungeon 
where  he  lay,  scarcely  capable  of  hearinjj;,  deep  under- 
groiind  as  he  was,  even  those  "snortinga  from  Dan," 
when  they  come,  that  sound  of  a  great  multitude  which 
would  intimate  to  the  whole  city  tJiat  the  besiegers  were 
gathering  again  to  their  camp  outside  the  walls.  "  I 
proclaim  a  liberty  for  you,  saith  the  Lord,  to  the  swon), 
to  the  pestilence,  and  to  famine ;  and  I  will  make  yon  lu 
be  reuKived  into  all  tlio  kingdoiiia  of  tlie  world."     It 
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st.iiit  back  to  his  dungeon.  **  Cause  me  not  to  return  to 
the  house  of  Jonathan,  the  scribe,  lost  1  die  there,"  and 
imprisoned  him  insteatl  **in  the  court  of  the  prison," 
presumably  a  bearable  confinement  which  kept  him  out 
of  the  way  of  danger.  Zedekiah  gave  orders  at  the  same 
time  that  a  pi(He  of  bread  should  be  given  him  daily  out 
of  the  bakers'  street  **  until  all  the  bread  in  the  city  was 
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of  vainly  endeavouring  to  hold  at  bay,  the  powerful  mon- 
arch at  their  gates;  but  at  the  same  time  it  was,  no 
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the  gate  of  Benjamin,"  the  gate  that  looked  out  towards 
the  north,  that  of  St.  Stephen  or  of  Damascus,  i)er- 
haps,  in  modern  uumeiiclature,  s^ly  silting  looking  out 
upon  the  great  army  that  lay  stretched  as  far  as  eye 
could  see,  superintending,  pei-haps,  the  eret-tion  of  some 
new  machine  for  stones  or  other  missiles  on  the  walls. 
"  My  lord,"  said  the  eunuch,  •'  these  men  have  done  evil 
in  all  that  they  have  done  to  Jeremiah,  the  prophet 
whom  they  have  cast  into  the  dungeon  ;  he  is  like  to  die 
of  hunger  in  the  place  where  he  is :  for  there  is  no 
bread  in  the  city,"  Strengthened  by  the  king's  jier- 
iiiission  Ebed-melech  hurried  away  and  with  thirty  men 
to  ail!  Iiiin  succeeded  in  drawing  up  Jeremiah  with  the  aid 
of  strung'  ropes  and  "old  cast  clouts  "  (but  this  jihrase- 
oliijiv  IS  far  too  Saxon  for  the  Eastern  rag.s  and  frag- 
au'iits.  iiul-'weribable  aeraiw  of  appartd) — put  under  his 
aniilmli's  U-  keep  the  cords  from  euttiu-  into  his  omaci- 
:il.-d  frame— Irum  th.-  horrible  pit  and  cmt  of  the  miry 


r 


«.] 


THE   PliOI'IlETS 


31 


into  the  bands  of  the  Chaldeans,  anil  they  shall  bum  ii. 
with  fire,  and  thou  slialt  not  escape  »ut  of  thi-ir  hand." 
That  this  was  now  wise  and  jiatriotic  advice  there  is  no 
doubt;  for  resistance  was  li(>|«?!es.s,  and  only  the  rage 
of  despair  tsuried  it  ou.  Aud  Zedekiah  iviis,  in  fact,  a 
revolted  tributary  who  had  accejited  the  kiiijjdoni  undiT 
conditions  which  lie  had  brukfiu,  and  wlmse  [lurt  it 
evidently  was  to  make  submission,  since  no  hiirlu'V  role 
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plished.  "He  was  there  when  Jerusalem  was  taken" 
looking  on  with  a  breaking  heart  while  the  last  horrors 
were  inflicted,  the  streets  filled  with  the  slain,  the  holy 
and  beautiful  house  he  loved  battered  down,  and  fire 
raging  among  its  courts.  No  man  harmed  Jeremiah  in 
that  hour  of  fate:  the  Babylonian  general  would  have 
given  him  honour  and  promotion  if  he  would  have 
accepted  them,  knowing,  no  doubt,  by  report  that  the 
prophet  had  always  been  on  his  side.  It  would  appear 
that  when  all  was  over,  he  was  bound  with  the  rest  in 
chains  and  went  along  with  tlie  mournful  procession  of 
captives  as  far  as  Ramah :  where  some  one  probably 
told  the  general  who  he  was,  and  lie  was  immediately 
released.  "  If  it  seem  good  to  thee  to  come  with  me  unto 
Babylon,  eoine,  and  I  will  look  well  unto  thee:  but  if  it 
sj'ein  ill  unto  thee  to  oonie  with  nie  to  l>al)ylon,  forbear: 
behold  all  the  land  is  before  thee:  Avhither  it  seemeth 
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beautiful  city,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  as  they  had 

proudly  culled  her  in  their  songs,  lyiug  bare  upon  her 
hillside,  her  doad  uiiburi.'d.  the  wn'tuliwi  rfHus  of  her 
populace  coming  oui  by  night  like  owls  and  bats,  gather- 
ing what  garbage  they  could  find  to  eat,  afraid  of  their 
own  shadows.  Not  any  dread  satisfaction  in  the 
prophecy  fulfilled,  not  any  sense  of  rtlief  in  thy  catas- 
trophe aeconiplislied  would  reconcile  the  hearts  of  these 
miserable  Hebrews  to  the   dreadful   sijjht  before  their 
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tradition  calls  the  Orutto  of  Jeremiah,  and  in  which  it  is 
believed  the  projihet  took  ahtlter,  and  wrote  the  great 
and  heartrending  i>oem  whitih  we  call  the  Book  of 
Iianientations.  Ko where  could  the  deiiolation  of  the 
deserted  ciiy  be  more  clearly  seen.  It  was  there  that 
tJie  assault  bad  been  made,  and  the  shattered  walla  and 
ruined  fortifications  would  afford  clear  views  of  tha 
horror  within,  the  vultures  desuending  in  dreadful  clouds, 
the  jackals  stealing  forth  by  night  to  seek  an  awful 
prey.  The  smoke  of  the  huruing  would  hang  over  the 
whole :  and  over  Moriah  the  aching  void  where  once 
Solomon's  beautiful  Temple  had  been,  would  wound  the 
eyes  that  gazed  and  gazed  an<l  found  no  familiar  outline 
ill  the  charred  ruins  heaiied  upon  the  hill.  And  sound 
tlieru  would  be  none  in  the  abandoned  jitnce,  the  oiien- 
iu^'s  of  thf  streets  all  hushi'd,  thi'ir  steep  lines  of  descent 
betwc'ii  buildings  vooHess,  windowh-ss,  full  of  eiii|>tiuoss, 
|.uth.'ti.-;dly  visil,!,.  without  a  passi^u-.T  And  tjirre  the 
prophet  of  woi-  iiii-l)t  w.-ll  ]i;iv.-  l..ok.M  forth  uuik-r  the 
Murk  .slifU  .>f  the  ro<-ks.  ;.iid  frauinl  liis  luouniful  song 
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The  reader  will  remember  how  I>ante  in  the  sudden 
hush  and  stupefaction  of  the  blow  which  seemed  to 
darken  heaven  and  earth  to  him,  could  find  no  woitls  so 
meet  to  express  his  sense  of  that  cessation  of  life  and 
hop*;  as  tiiose  of  liis  ancient  fellow  craftsman,  the  [loct 
of  desohition.  exili-d,  im[irisoncd, 
turning  ever  like  him  with  a  lie^ 
the  lionie  of  his  love,  --ilow  d 
that  wa.s  fiiU  of  p.-o|.lr!-'  .I>r. 
not  {lossesscd  like  thuse  of  his 
unfailing;  charni  i.f  a  pn<-tic  j^ciuus  uliirh  .u-vn-  tlu^'-.s 
and  had  all  tlii-  ivsonn'i's   of  ni 
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**  Mine  cyo.  iiiino  oye  ruiinoth  down  with  water, 
Hfcausf  tlu'  L«nnf«»rl<T  is  fur  from  lui*. 

'♦  'I'lif  cldtTs  of  tin-  «l:iu^ht(T  of  Zion  sit  upon  the  ground, 
Ami  k«'«'p  silcijct' : 

'I'ln'V  liavr  cast  <lust  upon  their  heads  ; 
'I'ht'V  li:iM'  iiirdcd  thmiselves  with  sackdoth : 
The  viiLziiis  .»f  .Irnisah-ni 
llani:  dt»\vii  their  ht-ads  to  the  irround. 

"  'riic  ehildnn  and  the  suekUuirs  swoon 
In  thf  --ti'iMts  i.f  th«'  eity. 
'i'ht'V  -^ax   tM  tluif  mothers, 
Wlit-n-  i-;  tile  f.»ni  and  lh«"  wine? 

'I'lu  y  sw.HiiH'd  as  tin-  wounded  in  the  streets  of  the  city. 
'IMit'ir  >'»ul  \v.i>  pMuri'd  out 
Into  tli<ii-  ni'tili»r-'  hosoni. 


Ari^i'.  t-rv  "n:  in  ihc  niiihl  : 

III  til.   I'l  jiniiMu  "1'  tin-  wati'hcs  jtonr  forth  thy  lieart  like  water 

r,.-t". •!■«   ti..    !",i  ■!■  .■:   tlif  L-.n! : 

Lilt  ni''!!\  1:  ipi-  ;  -u-ird-  Hiiii  for  the  lift- of  thv  voinic;  children. 
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guardians  who  defended  and  adopted  their  action,  is  very 
curious ;  rest  or  hope  was  not  for  God's  messenger  either 
in  Jerusalem  or  among  the  fugitives. 
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Tiu-y  and  thf  rhihlnm  of  Judah  lop:othor,  p)ingand  weeping: 

Th«-v  shall  1:0,  and  swk  t!ie  Lonl  t!n*ir  Ci<k1. 

Thcv  sliall  ask  thfir  way  to  Zion  with  thfir  faces  thitherward. 

sa  villi:. 
CoiiK',  and  h't  us  join  ourselves  unto  the  Lord 
In  a  ]MTpi^tual  cnvj-nant 
That  shall  nnt  hv  forj^utten." 


Thus  tin*  sun  bursts  onoe  more  from  tlio  clouds,  and 
slicds  :i  i^low  of  li.u'lit  inclTiible  upon  tlii*  conclusion  of  that 
tr()ul)l«'<l  and  darksonn*  wav.  It  is  bi'lirvcd  that  he  died 
in  H;^'yi>t  in  a  drjjtli  of  national  distress  more  dark  aiul 
hopch'ss  than  that  in  Uabylnn:  for  tin'  exiles  in  Egyj)t 
wric  in  a  vulnntarv  captivity  and  to  them  no  i)romise  of 
r('.st<>rati(Hi  ever  eanie. 
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presentation  before  the  Hebrew  audience  of  what  must 

follow  (lisuWlience,  the  fiiUest  picture  of  tho  forcps  op- 
posed to  them,  which  in  their  own  strength  they  were 
incapable  of  meeting.  The  hold  language  of  symbol 
when  words  failed,  the  picture-lesson  adapted  to  the 
mdest  mind,  of  Isaiah's  child,  of  the  piece  of  pottery  in 
Jeremiah's  hand — were  all  used  for  the  same  end.  This 
was  their  burden,  thi-ir  eeaBelesa  eff'irt.  And  when  Gotl 
permitted  these  gifted  souls,  weighed  down  by  the  na- 
tional destruction  that  was  so  clearly  coming,  and  by  the 
contradiction  of  sinners,  and  the  hopelessness  of  averting 
that  diiwiiw.ard  course,  to  escape  into  the  blessed  contem- 
pliition  of  a  remote  futiire,  and  the  Deliverer  who  was  to 
eonif — t-vi'n  then  the  highest  rhapsody  of  prophetic  vis- 
ion was,  as  may  be  s.aid,  jmictical,  no  vague  anil  radiant 
ho]"'  of  a  yolden  age,  but  a  distin<'t  portrayal  of  Him 
wJLoni  tlu'V  lookeil  for.  a  d<'scription  in  many  points  so 
exart  that  "lb. ■  wondrv  is  iiow  it  .■ould  1i;lv,.  h,-^'n  mistaken 
wlii'ii  thi-  ruHiliiirnt  .-anu'.    And  wliar  is  IriU'  of  tlie  chii'f 
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We  have  no  parallel  to  this  in  all  the  world  of  literar 
tui'e,  or  to  the  impassioned  cry  which  no  Greek,  no 
Komaii  i)atriotism  has  ever  given  utterance  to  with  suet 
liijavtrendiiig  force:  "If  I  forgtit  thye,  0  Jerusalem,  let 
i[iy  right  hand  forget  her  cunning ! "  It  was  among  the 
exili's  with  whom  this  was  the  prevailing  aentimout  that 
Ezekif],  a.  young  mau  at  tliat  recognised  mumeut  of  fit- 
ness for  ofRee  and  privilege  and  the  highest  work,  his 
thirtietli  yi'ar,  was  suddenly  called  by  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  :ind  consecrated  by  visions  ineffable  to  the  service 
of  tJod  anil  of  his  countrymen.  Ho  hail  beeii  presumably 
brought  to  Babylon  with  the  young  king  Jchoiachin  five 
yoars  bi'lori',  to  rejoin  many  captives  of  the  previous 
ri'L,L,'n  alriMily  thi'ic  ;  and  ])rol>;ibly  also  to  fiml  the  rem- 
uaiit  of  un  ol,k-r  i-ai.tivity  still,  tin'  r>'lii-s  of  Israel,  lialf 


iih-iitiHril  at  t\u- 

Wh.,1.1    till- 


i;i.l   1 


ri"'ni.leani 
■ubt.  pr,.s,.ri 
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strained  upon  Jerusalem  with  something  of  the  breatli- 
lesa  and  strained  attention  with  which  apectatora  watch 
a  doomed  ship  in  the  midst  of  a  tempest:  her  efforts 
to  gain  some  sheltering  harbour,  the  efforts  made  on  her 
behalf,  the  sinking  and  rising  of  the  broken  hulk,  with 
one  poor  flag  of  despair  fluttering  in  the  wild  winds  upon 
a  spar,  which  from  moment  to  moment  may  disapjioar  in 
the  blankucss  of  the  waves  that  rage  about  it^enchain- 


333  JKUl!S-Vl,KM.  [CIUr" 

eviin  siu?.  It  would  almost  seem  to  have  been  iu  some 
siit'li  fm*l<im  colony  tliat  Kzekiel,  the  priest,  the  son  of 
Biizi,  was  called  to  lits  office.  Somewhere  about  the 
same  time  .Ti'remiah  in  Jerusalem  liad  written  a  letter  to 
the  exiles — brought  by  the  embassy  sent  from  King 
Zeilekiiib  with  tribute  or  reoewal  of  homage  to  the  King 
of  Babyb)ii ;  in  which  he  adjured  them  to  disregard  the 
false  proinisea  of  ileliveriince  made  to  them  bj'  unauthor- 
ised projibets,  aiid  to  build  huuses  and  plant  gardens  and 
surround  tliemselvea  with  families:  in  short  to  enter 
upon  all  till'  routine  of  settled  life  iu  the  country  where 
tln-ir  b>t  w;is  now  cast,  and  from  which  in  the  lifetime  of 
tln'  pn'Sfut  ^'eneration  there  was  likely  to  be  no  deliver- 
ani'i'.  I'l'ihaps,  at  the  period  of  Ezekiel's  cull,  this  ex- 
hcitiif i..:i  hiid  not  yet  readied  liahylon  in  the  Ions  delays 
•  A'    th.'    t.rrible    ro:i<l    f.iur  months'    journey  aiToss  the 


Tli,>Ji-iAlivnir:,l-M.v|.1in„  nnli.m-!it  ;nul  frrliu- in  llio 
l,.s...ii    «lii,-li    111,.    ;u-..].lii-t'i-=    I..M    |m    ','iv.'— wh,-tli.T   in 

l.iM.'    r.ilrniiili     (linl    rv,  rv    lit  I  ■■iMU—   l^,.^lM   !.,■   ih-lvhy 
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camped  against  it.  What  a  tliiug  would  that  be  to  fifti!  in 
some  Bubylouiaii  wreck  or  luaaa  of  ruin^,  the  rude  ilrawing 
on  the  brick  or  tile,  the  indicutioiia  of  gateway  and  raiiijiart 
which  every  breathless  watcher  over  his  Khuiilder  would 
recognise,  as  he  i'urmed  tbem  with  unskilful  baud!  Tliere 
ou  the  tower  of  the  northern  gate  would  be  King  Uzziah's 
engines  invented  by  cunning  men  "to  shoot  arrows  and 
great  stones  withitl,"  and  tliere.  opposite,  the  last  retine- 
nieut  of  war,  NebuchadneKzar'a  offensive  works,  coufroiit- 
iag  the  other  to  still  the  defensive  battery.  Wunld  the 
prophet,  careless  of  personal  i^oiiifnrt  as  are  all  the  relig- 
ious deVDtnes  of  the  East,  jirrpaiv  liis  jiolluted  fouil  be- 
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his  house,  "and  the  elders  of  Jiidnh  sat  before  me-," 
waiting  iu  melancholy  silence  for  the  expected  message ; 
when  suddenly  the  prophet  was  rapt  into  that  state  in 
wliich  the  facility  of  vision  name  to  him — fell,  as  we 
Bliould  say,  into  a  sort  of  trance — in  which  his  spirit  was 
suddenly  transported  to  Jerusalem,  "  to  the  door  of  the 
inner  gate  that  looketh  towards  the  north,  where  was 
the  seat  of  the  image  of  jealousy,"  no  doubt  some  image 
of  ISiial,  or  other  idol  such  as  many  successive  kings  had 
nut  scruplinl  to  bring  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Eze- 
kiel  had  lifou  familiar  with  those  courts  and  all  they 
roritaiiit'd  in  his  youth  n-hen,  as  a  priest's  son,  he  had 
ln'i'ii  ludULjlit  up  in  the  precincts  of  the  Temple.  "The 
i;lory  nf  tlio  Lord  was  there" — that  dazzling;  radiance 
of  linlihcss  ami  li^ht  which  Ezekiel  with  faltering  Ii]>s 
li:id -■ii.i.'avoiired  to  .icsciibc  to  tlic  astonislu-il  people: 
but  it  ivim,iivd  outsid.'  tif  w;ills:  an-l  witli  thiit  glory 
in  his  i-yrs  111.'  i.rn|,lirl,  Inokivl  .it   tin'  1  i-id   features  of 

the    idni    iu    ils    im v:,l.|.-    ll.'IplrSMir-s    with    ri-htCOUS 
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'■■Crawling  thin^.  Yet  was  not  this  all.  Outside  in  the  gate 
the  womeu,  who  seem  in  the  distorted  state  of  the  rac«  to 
hAVB  l>een,  not  as  usual  the  most  faithful  to  the  worstip 
of  God.  but  foremost  in  every  infidelity,  sat  weeping  for 
Thainuz:  and  jiassim;  by  theui,  in  the  very  inner  court 
at  the  entranee  to  the  Temple  itself  ^between  the  gate 
and  the  altar  whicli  stiwd  close  to  the  gate — the  prophet 
saw  five-aiid-twtuty  men,  with  their  backs  turned  to  the 
Temple  and  thi-ir  faces  tomii'ds  the  east,  worshipjjing 
the  sun,  wliii^li  slioiie  over  Olivet  across  the  deep  valley 
npon  all  the  glistening  pinnacles  of  the  house  of  God. 
This  WIS,  we  canniit  liut  think,  a  more  refined  and  ele- 
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patriolisin,  ;is  in  his  brother  prophet:  but  his  view  of 
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have  had  their  will,  they  have  turned  from  their  allegiance 
and  broken  every  vow ;  and  now  the  inevitable  end  has 
come  upon  them,  which  overtakes  all  wantons,  accord- 
ing to  those  very  laws  of  nature  which  they  preferred  to 


4.V- 
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In  nnothcr  picture  the  prophet  shows  us  the  King  of 
Babylon  stiinding  "at  the  parting  of  the  way.  at  the 
heail  of  two  ways,''  to  try  by  divination  whether  the 
time  had  come  to  destroy  Jerusalem.  In  his  grasp  were 
arrows,  marked  with  the  lot,  which  he  shook  in  his  haail 
according  to  an  immemorial  custom.  And  he  also  '-  con- 
Baited  with  iniii^a,  he  looked  in  the  liver,"  trying  the 
ftuguries  of  elassii!  usage,  which  would  thus  seem  to 
hav<!  been  already  existing  from  the  reniott-at  time. 
Then  came  the  day,  the  dreadful  day,  when  the  decision 
was  made.  "  Woe  to  the  bloody  city  ! "  cries  the  prophet : 
"I  the  I.oril  have  spoken,  i  will  not  go  back,  neither 
will  I  spari',  neither  will  I  re|ient:  according  to  thy 
w;iys  ;uii]  ;ii ■cording  to  thy  doings  shall  He  judge  thee, 
s;iiili  till'  l,"rd  Cod."  With  what  terrible  interest  must 
till'  i:i|itivi'S  have  listened,  with  wliat  outi-rii's  of  remon- 
str;iiiiv  ami  indii,'nation.  ■■  1!^  it  Tar  Irnm  lis !  ■"  with 
what.  liviiihliii-nnL.^iit:    Tli.'icsuiL^a.idth.irilau^-liters, 

tln-ir  l:itli,T^  ati.]  m..l  li.T-,  W,>iv  l,.|t  licliiiid  ill  tlir  .loomed 
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of,  O  Loni :  or  0  my  brother !  no  ashes  on  the  head,  no 
rites  of  sepulture — but  only  the  sik'nt-e  of  one  universal 
horrible  calamity  too  great  for  human  signs  or  words. 

Afti^r  this  tremendous  si}!"  and  the  lu-ediutious  that 
accouipimiud  it  the  jiroiibet  would  seem  to  have  been 
dumb,  either  metagiharienlly  as  saying  no  more  ujwn  this 
subject  which  oc^upieil  all  thoughts,  or  aotually.  There 
is  a  long  interval  in  his  book  (whi<!h  by  no  means  cer- 
tainly, however,  implies  a  direct  chronological  succession) 
durinf,'  whicb  a  numl)er  of  prophecies  concerning  other 
nations,  coiiipar.itivdy  diirk  to  us  who  have  no  nmterial 
by  whii'li  til  jnilge  of  their  accuracy,  are  inserted ;  and  it 
is  nut  lill  iiiMily  three  years  after,  that  the  next  incident 
ivliii'h  niovf  nearly  concerns  lis  occurs.  While  he  is 
silliii:,'  iiiioin^.  perhiips  writini,'  down  the  message  that 
h^is  Ih'.'Il  -ivi'U  to  him  coiic-erniu;,'  Eiiyiit.  troubled  all 
uiLihl    with   slr.iiii^i'    s.'iisMtioiis,    th,'    iirrmmiitory   sym|)- 
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routes  and  places  where  liis  unaccustomed  garb  and  fal- 
tering speech  would  be  remarked,  through  the  country  ; 
and  after  long  delay  and  many  adventures,  reached  the 
little  mournful  colony  who  had  hung  their  harps  upon 
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who  heard  that  day,  perhaps  of  the  extiuction  of  their 
faniity,  perhaps  of  the  death  of  some  gallant  son  on  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem,  or  some  daughter  shamed  and  out- 
taged  in  its  bloody  streets — would  make  no  outcry,  would 
repress  every  tear,  hind  their  headyeav  upon  their  heads, 
and  their  shoes  on  their  feet,  with  a  paug  still  more  pro- 
found in  the  renunciation  of  every  sign  of  mourning,  thau 
we  should  feel  in  a  similar  sclf-ilcnial.  "  Ve  shall  pine 
iiway  and  mourn  one  towards  aiiotJUT."  What  descri|j. 
tiou  could  1)6  more  pjithet.icr  or  mure  rpii.l  7  The  father 
and  UKitlier  would  turn  towards  eat-h  other  when  they 
were  alone,  in  the  silent  communion  of  sorrow,  the 
woman  clasp  her  child  to  her  broken  heart,  the  sisters 
lay  their  heads  on  each  other's  shoulders,  in  grief  that 
utleivd  (10  word:  then  confront  the  daylight  with  still 
fares  ami  the  dumlmess  of  self.,-ontrofh-d  despair,  as 
K/rkii-1  h.irl  done  ill  (hilt  d;.i-k   dav  when  the  desire  of 
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*  tion,  hoping  for  no  comfort.  "So  thou  art  to  them  as  a 
very  lovely  soug  of  one  that  hath  a  pleasant  voice  and 
can  play  well  on  an  instrument"  liail  been  the  explana- 
tion of  their  attitude  towards  the  prophet  long  before. 
Even  now  in  tlieir  despair  this  was  how  they  sought 
him,  hoping,  perhaps,  for  a  moment's  distraction,  for 
something  that  would  occupy  their  self-devouring 
thoughts.  And  this  wiis  what  be  ptonlaiuied  to  tham 
— no  dirge,  no  wail  of  mourning,  no  oiitery  like  that 
of  Jeremiah:  '■Heboid,  and  aee  if  any  sorrow  is  like 
unto  my  sorrow. "  Sueh  a  crj-,  no  (h)iil)t,  was  wluit  tbey 
expected,   wbat  would  have   mo.st  soothed   tlieir  aching 
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increase  it,  iiml  lay  no  famine  uiwit  you" — "the  wosM 
cities  shiill  be  filled  with  docks  of  tneu."  Best  of  all, 
"  A  new  heart  also  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  spirit  will 

I  put  within  you ;  I  will  put  my  spirit  withio  yon,  and 
cause  ye  tn  walk  ia  my  statutes,  and  ye  shall  keep  my 
judgments,  and  do  them.  And  ye  aliall  dwell  in  the 
land  that  I  gave  to  your  fatlieia ;  and  ye  shall  be  my 
people,  and  I  will  be  your  God."  Strange  message  to 
follow  the  crowning  disaster  of  a  i-aoe,  its  destruction 
according  to  all  precedent  and  every  probability .'  Great 
Nineveii  bad  fallen  utterly,  great  Dabylon  was  soon  to 
fall.  Aud  no  restoration  came  to  these  vast  empires 
and  thrones.  Itut  to  little  Jerusalem  there  was  pro- 
cbiiiivd  auiither  fate ;  and  after  thousands  of  years,  after 
rrni'u-i'd  and  rejwated  destruction  more  complete,  and  a 
dispi'rsiou  still  more  hopeless,  tlie  scattered  descendants 

ofll :i|)tivrs  of  I!al.yl.. II.  scattered  in  every  corner  of 

tlir  caillL  — luniiiii^'  :i  part  iif  cv.rv  nation,  yet  lU'ver 
iniitrd  t^.  any— Mill  li..l,l  (liat  |noiuisc.  and  lift  up  their 
cyi's  towards  thr  ]\\\]r  hw\  -vhirii  cnnld  not  hold  a  tithe 
oV  llinn,  v.t  wliirl,  mourns  loi-  Ihfiii  and  waits  for  tlicnt 
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stands   out   for  a   moment  clear  amid   all   the  terrible 
visions  and  smoke  of  destruction.     "I  will  raise  up  for 


1-1 


.-1  —  i.  _r  -.,  — >j 


346 


JERUSALEM. 


[chap. 


^*  I  prophesied  as  I  was  commanded :  and  as  I  prophesied,  there 
was  a  noise,  and  behold  a  shaking,  and  the  bones  came  together, 

bone  to  his  bone. 

**  And  when  1 1>eheld,  lo,  the  sinews  and  the  flesh  came  np  npon 
thcni,  and  skin  covered  them  above :  but  there  was  no  breath  in 
them. 

*•  Then  said  lie  unto  me,  Prophesy  unto  tlie  wind,  prophesy,  son 
of  man,  and  say  unto  the  wind,  Tlius  saith  the  Lord  God  ; 
Come  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath, 
And  bn*athe  upon  these  slain  that  they  may  live. 
So  I  prophesied  as  lie  commanded  me,  and  the  breath  came 
luito  tlieni,  and  they  lived,  and  stood  up  upon  their  feet,  an  exceed- 
ing great  army." 


(4 
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tion.  The  prophet  himself  did  not  live  to  see  it.  With 
him  and  with  them  as  individuals,  God  had  His  own 
methods  as  He  has  now  and  always.  But  to  Israel  and 
Judah  the  only  promise  possible  was  that  of  renewed 
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the  everlasting  dominion  over  the  lieurt  nf  uiaii,  of  the 
holy  city,  the  scene  of  our  Lord's  life  and  death.  Hut 
by  the  rivers  of  Babylou  at  that  dread  iiiomeut  the  human 

heai't  had  had  enough  of  tragedy.  Isaiah  himself  could 
Imt  vaguely  foresee  that  wonderful  picture  which  he 
inado,  "searching  what  and  what  manner  of  things  the 
spirit  that  was  in  him  did  prophesy,"  strangely  revealing 
in  tlie  midst  of  those  mists  of  glory  the  countenance 
marred  more  than  any  man  of  whiuh  he  has  left  so  affect- 
iiig  a  portrait.  What  they  needed  now  was  the  assurance 
of  restoration  and  lalcssing  and  joy. 

Sor  was  that  assurauce  vain  even  iu  I'aot.  Tht!  return 
of  the  Jews  from  captivity  nearly  seventy  years  after, 
was  sueh  an  event  as  is  unparalleled  in  history.  The 
stieiiuou.s  tlevotion  of  men  born  in  exile  to  that  ever- 
longi'd-fiir.  nevi-r-fovyotteii  city,  aud  the  strauge  impres- 
sion iiiaili-  on  tin;  minds  of  th.'  ronquerors,  liy  what 
unguis  we  an-  Irft  uuii.ti>niii'd,  wijicli  iii;iac  tliat  return 
jxissihle.  fi.nus  -.in  oreiinviiiv  uiu.^iu'  ill  tlie  wiu'Id,  bear- 
uvj:  im  aualn-v  to  ;niy  ullier  cvec  kiiowiu  N.ilhiii-  could 
Jiav-  srei.iril  h^ss  i,>'>sMhl,..  ihilliiti- rver  was  mure  true. 


"I'll 


ii:l,   «li..  li.i.l   -.TiLh.'-l  llie 
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national  history  when  all  seeioed  over  and  tUe  eclipse  oi 
their  nation  and  eitj-  was  to  every  mortal  vision  a  catas- 
trophe without  Iiope,  there  nmst  have  been  something  in 
those  nieasureinents  and  details,  the  chambers  for  priests 
unborn,  the  great  splendid  courts  and  galleries  for  a  wor- 
ship uxtiiigiiished  and  a  people  scattered  to  the  ends  of 
tin*  earth — sumetliiiig  in  the  mingled  impossibility  yet 
certainty,  that  dazzle  of  the  contradictory  whieli  is  in  all 
human  aR'airs  but  in  none  so  mucli  as  in  tlie  Jiistory  of 
the  .lews— whii,'li  uplifted  tin-  hearts  of  tlie  captives  as 


Ka  JEKITSALEM. 

aiiditioiial  interest  to  the  always  significant  suggestion 
of  an  entrance  thus  liennetically  closed:  by  which  the 

p  Prince  of  I'rinees  has  gone  in,  by  which  it  may  be  He 
came  forth  to  Hia  agony  in  the  garden,  and  by  which,  in 
the  wonders  and  mysteries  of  a  future  ot  which  we  know 

1  so  little.  He  may  yet  Mturn. 

And  here  closes  the  first  portion  of  the  history  of 
Jerusalem,  the  little  city  on  the  hillside,  like  bo  many 
others  of  the  little  cities  which  still  cover  the  hills  of 
Palestine.  The  small  tou<;h  fortress  that  David  took 
has  grown  into  a  beautiful  and  splendid  metroiwlis  un- 
der our  eyes — not  vast  like  Babylon,  or  Nineveh,  those 
ancient  centres  of  the  world — but  with  a  splendour  of 
the  he:ii't,  the  cradle  of  music,  of  poetry  and  song;  with 
palii'i-  and  temple,  not  perhaps  so  beautiful  as  those  of 
(irooi'i'  tliiit  were  yet  to  In-,  bnt  pervaded  by  a  meaning 
far    -.■    beautiful,    th.'    piesi^u;-.'    i)[    a    Vu»\    one   and 

in  its  jiistir,..      W.'h-.iv.'  si'i'ii  this  i-ily  rise  :nid  fidl  a-aiu 
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lines  that  seem  to  cut  the  parchment,  the  walls  and 
towers  of  another  temple  more  great  than  Solomon's. 
Could  it  ever  be  that  these  promises  should  be  fulfilled 
and  that  great  sanctuary  once  more  stand  dazzling  under 
the  Eastern  sun  ? 


I'AiiT  III— THE  i;i;Tri;\  and  resto 
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The   apocryphal   writings,  which,   though   without   any 

1.:--     J.-    1 ; a     :_i.*    i.i j     c    n        r 
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■  Morilocheus,  tlie  .Tew,  tlie  foHter-father  ( 
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life.  Was  it  t\u'  aged  Dauiel  from  his  retirement  who 
came  forth,  with  i)erhai)S  a  roll  of  old  pareliment  carried 
after  him  in  its  case,  to  sliow  the  monarch  his  own  very 
name  in  the  fudini'  lines  a  century  ancl  a  lialf  old? 
"Cyrus,  my  slicpherd/'  of  wlioni  (Jod  said  **  I  guided 
thcc  thou^^li  tliou  hast  not  known  me.''  In  the  criticism 
of  recent  times  the  mere  fact  that  Cvrus  is  named  is 
eviih'ncc  enoii^li  that  the  writer  cannot  have  heen  Isaiali 
hut  anotlicr  man,  the  contcmjjorury  of  the  great  con- 
(pieror:  Imi!  that  wouM  he  an  excet'dingly  jM»or  argument 
if  Daniel  oi-  snm*'  other  influent ial  dew  aetually  i>os- 
si'ssed  the  roll  (if  Isaiah's  j)i"<>|)heey  in  which  tln*se  words 
a]»]ieanMl.  it  is,  we  helieve,  a  tradition  that  this  was 
ihr  \\a\    in   whirh   the  attention   of  ('\rns   was   sreured. 


)  .  I 
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That  some  forty-two  thousand  of  the  captives  (as 
stated  by  Ezra:  tlie  summing  of  the  items  does  not  come 
to  this,  but  to  somewhere  about  thirty  thousaud;  it 
IB  very  possible,  however,  that  the  children  of  the  many 
families  made  Up  the  larger  !mml>et')  had  the  courage  to 
set  out,  aiKi  to  take  upon  themselves  the  task  of  building 
up  that  ^'reat  Temple  whieh  had  oecupied  Solomon  in  its 
first  coiistmetion  for  years,  and  bo  many  other  kings  in 
constant  reparation  and  restoration — ia  »  proof  of  the 
great  vitality  and  earnestness  of  the  national  life  among 
them.  Tlie  very  old  and  the  very  young  ivere  in  the 
vast  party  which  moved  slowly  off  from  Babylon,  and 
from  all  tlie  villages  and  cities  in  which  they  dwelt,  the 
entire  community  of  their  countrymen,  no  doubt,  coming 
forth  to  nef  them  start,  watoliing  with  eyes,  half  wistful, 
half  asli;iiiifd,  the  heroic  i-emnitnt  which  was  giving  up 
I'veiytliiiit;  for  home.  Miiny  miisl  li.ivo  tlnifi  looked  on 
whi.  hi.a  nut  til.-  conrii,!,'.'  t..  j,n>  with  them,  or  who  were 

HO   honml    with    tl iii,r;i-nni'iits   n)    lil,..    the    .-arcs    of 

Wi^iilth,   ny  thnsr   of   |".v,TlV.  iis  In  b.-  llM^ilJf  tn   join    the 
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iiiis,  servaiita  of  thu  Temple,  ant)  ii  larger  numlter  of 
musk'ians,  "children  of  Asajili,''  besides  the  laymen  rich 
and  poor  who  formed  the  main  body.  "Two  hundred 
singing  men  and  women "  are  mentioned  among  the 
servants,  in  addition  to  these  sacred  singers  of  Asaph's 
r;n'e,  of  whom  there  wei'e  a,  hnndi'eil  and  twenty-night — 
Ku  that  the  great  eamvans  must  have  ha^l  a  sufficient 
clioir  of  111' r form ei-s,    for  those  songs  with   which   they 
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delays  incident  to  such  a  crowd,  and  difficultieB  in  the 
!-upply  of  food,  besides  the  opposition  of  here  and  there 
au  irate  commune  to  their  passage,  the  enmity  whicti  the 
very  Irieiidship  of  one  town  would  raise  in  another,  as 
well  as  the  constant  I'isk  of  si(-kneaa  among  the  family 
groups,  those  swift  epidemics  of  the  East  smiting  down 
the  travellers.  And  when  they  arrived  on  the  northern 
heights  from  which  they  could  first  see  Jerusalem,  that 
point  wliere  the  iiiaJIcd  wnrriors  of  th*-  Middle  .\gps 
sliouted  and  wept  in  ihc  trauayiji-t  vL  tJicii'  end  attained, 
what  cries,  what  wailings  must  have  burst  from  the 
expeetinit  crowd!  That  heap  of  ruins  on  the  two  hills,  ' 
i-alm  (llivt't  standing  like  a  sentinel  over  tliem,  the  val- 
]v\  lit  tile  'ryro])ieon  enttiuj;  like  the  jjigged  sti-oke  of 
an  ;ixe  l.etwceii  the  upper  and  tlie  lower  i-itv,  the  low 
lines  III  liuiiil.le  roofs  hi.l  auK-ng  ihe  h.-aps  of  destrne- 
tioil.  wli;H  a  sight  to  meet  the  eyes  uf  the  exiles!  ^Vas 
this   III,-    Mount    /.inn   vvliiel,   ivas    tlie    joy   ■>(  \h,-   whole 
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offered  them  so  sad  a  welcome,  standing  up  roofless  and 
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supported  liy  pilps  as  summer  dwellinKs.  would  be  much 
morp  wholeaome,  ae  well  as  pleasant,  than  any  kind  of 
encampment  amonf;  the  ruins,  extensive  enough  to  have 
lodged  the  people  in  strength.  We  rejnpiiiber  to  have 
been  told  that  these  suiiiiuer  tabernacles  were  not  only 
for  coolness  but  to  escape  the  scorpions  which  swanned 
among  the  ruins  of  older  and  greater  buildings  surround- 
ing a  little  modern  town  of  Palestine.  The  tabemaeles 
ot  Jerusalem  in  that  blazing  autumn  weather,  perched 
high  over  the  broken  walJs  and  heaps  of  indisci'iminato 
ruin,  would,  no  donbt,  have  this  reason  too. 

From  that  time  forth  the  smoke  of  the  evening  and  the 
morning  sacrifice  began  to  rise  again  over  Moriah,  never 
tn  lip  wholly  extinguished  save  for  a  brief  interval,  until 
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the  rebuilding;  while  all  about  the  valleys  of  Hinnom 
must  have  been  heard  the  shoutings  and  strainings  of 
the  workmen  who  had  dragged  t.lie  f;reat  logs  across  the 
plain  of  Sharon  and  by  all  the  mountain  ways  towards 
the  city.  The  Levites  were  appointed  to  the  charge  of 
the  work,  and  as  soon  as  the  area  was  cleared  and  the 
masons,  no  doubt  also  supplied  by  Tyre,  that  home  of 
industry,  were  ready  to  begin,  a  great  solemnity  was 
held  once  more  upon  Moriah.  The  people  flocked  again 
from  their  villages,  the  consecrated  overseers  were  all 
in  their  places,  the  builders  clustered  about  the  great 
foundation  stone.     Something  of  the  glory  of  old  must 
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work,  to  which  they  wori'  commisaioiied  by  the  g 
Ciofl  whu  liaU  diBtiiiguiohod  tlieir  ra<«  through  all 
years  of  hiiiiiiui  histoTy,  and  the  great  king  itiiignaiiiiti 
.•mil  jiowerful  who  wua  His  servant  tlioiigh  he  kuew  I 
uut.  The  jjJist  lUiil  tlic  futtii-e  crowded  ujiou  then 
they  saug  and  shouted  iii  thoir  corner  of  little  Falest 
Was  it  not  the  greatest  act'  taking  place  in  the  wl 
world,  though  that  world,  like  Cyrus,  knew  it  not  ? 
After  this  joyful  beginning  liowever,  the  work 
soon  lirought  to  a  pause.  The  people  round  had  i 
tlie  letuni  of  the  Jews  with  envious  and  evil  e; 
"TJie  adversaries  of  Judah  and  Benjamin"  who  i 
interfered,  are  believed  to  have  been  the  inhabitant 
Siiiiiari:i.  their  nearest  neighbours  ajid  in  a  sense  kinsn 
;i  uiiM'd  emnpany  in  whieJi  a  few  legitimate  itinnaiiti 
11m' iitinniil;  Israelites  liiid  fiu  mixed  thcnisi'Ives  ainoi 
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which  histecl  for  manv  years.     Thev  despatched  letter 
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liad  seized  his  throne.  Orders  were  aocordingly  sent  to 
sto])  the  Imilding,  which  was  done  by  force,  the  Jews  in 
Jerusalem  bein^  too  few  and  ini warlike  to  stand  against 
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Temple  would  seem  to  have  put  an  end  to  this  disastrous 
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hart  gone  up  the  hill  to  inquire  into  tliis  wonderful 
undertaking ;  "  Who  eomiaanded  you  to  build  this  house, 
aud  to  make  up  these  walla?"  he  aaked.  The  meeting 
took  pl.ire,  in  all  probability,  outsiiie  the  northern  gate, 
us  vfos  usual  uul«fBS,  indeed,  the  satrap,  iu  his  surprise, 
pushed  on  iuta  the  interior,  into  the  midst  of  the  very 
cijurts  thfmselces,  not  yet  closed  to  Gentile  feet,  where 
the  Tyriau  masons  were  building,  and  the  Levite  over- 
seers measuring  and  pliiuning.  Zembhabel,  uf  the  house 
of  iyavkl,  a  priueo  of  a  dyiiitsty  which  lutd  outlived  luauy 
eiu|>ires,  and  Jeshua  the  high  priest,  scarcely  leas  digni- 
Hfil  iu  descent,  still  more  so  in  office,  with  many  others 
of  the  leaders  of  the  -lews,  heads  uf  well-known  families, 
met  till'  Syrian  ]irini'e  with  a  demeanour  wliieh  he,    in 
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roused  by  the  exhortations  of  the  prophets,  the  strong 
outcry  of  Haggai,  the  happy  visions  of  Zeehariah. 
There  is  a  serious  interest  in  all  lie  writes,  a  desire  to 
do  ju.stii;e  to  sueh  singular  enthusiasts,  and  to  havt^  a 
sutticient  warrant  for  their  work,  with  which  he  lias  no 
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dained  by  Cyrus  are  mncli  largt-r  tlian  those  of  the 
'I'eiiiple  of  Suloinun,  but,  on  tlie  otlier  hand,  '"the  day  of 
Hiuall  things"  mentioned  by  Kcchiiriah  would  evidentljr 
sffin  to  I'dfer  to  the  companitive  insigniticaiice  of  thu 
liuihliitg;  and  Hoggaj  asks,  "  Who  in  Ipft  among  you  that 
saw  this  house  in  her  first  glory'/  and  how  do  you  see  it 
now?  ia  it  not  in  your  eyea  in  poinjiarison  of  it  as  noth- 
ing'' "  This,  however,  was  said  while  the  work  was  still 
inoxiinpkte,  and  wheji  the  two  or  thiee  venei-alde  fathers 
who  inif;ht  surrive,  if  any  such  wew,  halt  shaken  tlieir 
heads  in  the  liahjtual  usage  of  old  age  over  the  possi- 
liility  tli:it  such  i-.iw  new  walls  fould  ever  eijual  the 
TeuL|ilf  \v!iii-h  they  saw,  more  glorious  than  ever  reality 
was,  tliriiuj,')!  the  mists  of  ehildisli  remembrance  faraway. 
Such  old  men  as  could  have  seen  "the  Imiise  in  her  first 
glury  ■■  must  by  that  time  have  reaclie.i  tlie  extreme  limit 
of  nioitaliiy.  m-aily  a  liumlivd  y.-ars.  It  is  vciy  iiossi- 
blc.  ;is  si>  .)ftcn  ha|i|icus  in  liumali  ;imtii's.  tluit  l>oth 
(dtJLc  dilTciing  vi..«s  ..n  tliis  Milijct  uiav  hi- Tiiic— that 
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(liate  follower  of  tlieirs,  and  may  simply  have  been  put 
together  by  Ezra  from  notes  or  oral  report.  Tlie  greater 
part  of  the  generation  which  had  built  tlie  Temple,  and 
it'-established  the  rity,  liad   passed  away  before  he  ap- 
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Ion,  apparently  holiliug  oHii-e  in  tbe  goverument  there, 
although  his  special  studies  had  been  in  the  Ian'  of 
Moses.  But  the  fact  that  "the  king  granted  him  all  his 
request "  shows  that  he  ha«l  attained,  tm  so  many  of  the 
Hebrews  did,  great  influeuue  aud  favour  with  the  reign- 
ing potentate.  This  is  (Calculated  to  have  beeu  Arta- 
xerxes  or  Xerxes  Lougiuiauus,  the  graudsou  of  Darius, 
so  that  the  s|)aoe  of  rather  mure  than  lialf  a  ceutiirj-  oc- 
curred between  tbe  completion  of  the  Temple  under  the 
protecting  edict  of  Darius.and  the  visit  of  Ezra.  lu  the 
lueautiiiii-  thi-n-  liad  ..i^'urml  in  Sliushaii.  wIjicU  wii-s 
the  residi'iu'e  of  the  great  I'ei-siau  monarch,  that  curious 
story  of  I'rnvidential  guidance  as  well  as  palace  intrigue 
whicli  we  call  tlie  book  of  Esther,  a  proof  of  the  veiy 
'   higliest 
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information.  That  he  had  a  very  special  mission  for  the 
Jews  is,  however,  evident  from  the  fact  that  he  was 
permitted  to  take  witli  him  as  many  of  the  remaining 
exiles  as  desired   to  go,    some    two    thousand    in   all — 


JERUSALEM. 


[caAF. 


f!ontpjbution  from  the  king  and  his  counsellors  "freely 
offered  "  this  time  "  nnto  tlie  (iod  of  Isi'ael,"  a  title,  no 
doubt,  i>rou(ily  imposed  by  tlie  Israelite  official  as  claim- 
ing the  great  (Jod  of  heaven  to  be  especially  his  own. 
The  lubtiidiitu  is  urgent  imd  detailed,  ordering  a  subsidy 
uj)  to  "au  Jiuudred  taleiitH  of  silver,  and  to  a  hundred 
uicasures  uf  wlieat,  And  tti  (tii  liuiuli-ed  iMthn  of  wine, 
and  to  an  hundred  baths  of  nil,  jtnd  salt  without  preaerili- 
iiii;;  liow  iiiuiiii"  which  was  to  be  supplipd  by  the  local 
jjuviTunient  "  beyond  the  river."  l^zra  would  l>e  a  most 
vvcli'iuue  visitor  to  Jerusalem  with  all  those  treasures. 
liy  This  time  tiie  comiiioii  tenor  of  Ji'fe  must  hjtve  been 
le-estalilishcd  tlu're,  altliimgh,  nii  doubt,  mueli  was  yet 
to  !>.■  d.'sir.'d.  and  little  bud  l)een  dime  towards  the 
■■biMutilviii.L,'  nt   the  'IViiiijIe.''  the  ]>ur|")sc  for  which  the 
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tion  to  tliem  of  another  conquering  people  whose  faitli 
was  in  one  crreat  God  of  heaven  like  theirs  nrodueed  a 


JERUSALEM. 


[c. 


commission  than  anything  that  oould  conwrn  Jenisalem 
and  Jiidah.  It  would  aeein  to  have  given  him  a  charge 
over  the  Saniaribuis  tilaa,  whu  in  a  certain  sense  knew 
the  laws  of  God  and  in  an  iniitectetit  way  retained  the  sac- 
rificial system  and  the  worahi|iof  the  Jews;  and  also  ovi^r 
all  scattered  knots  of  people  settled  on  the  simtli  side  o£ 
the  Euphrates  who  might  hv  of  Jewish  origin  and  faith. 
But  Jenisftlem  was  thfi  chief  point  of  the  journey,  and  we 
hear  of  none  of  bis  utiiei"  pi-oceediugH  outside  its  walls. 

He  had  searcely  arrived,  however,  and  made  his  saeri- 
ticpA,  and  ]>aid  his  vows,  when  the  princes  and  heads  of 
the  restored  community  came  tn  him  with  their  state- 
ment of  tlie  circumstances  which  had  alarmed  the  visitor 
when  he  heard  of  them  in  distant  Iiahvlon,  and  which 
tilled  tlie  LuafinateK  of  .Teriisalein  with  anxiety  and  pei- 
jjlexity.  Xot  only  the  i-ouinmii  penjile  luit  the  priests, 
the  [,evit.-s.  (he  very  prinres  1)i,.ii]s,.|ves  were  involve.l  in 
this  iiatiniial  mIV,.||.v.  It  was  the  lK-i:ininii-  ..t  a  iliauKC 
wlii.lt  tli.-v  tVIt  miiilit   l.iiti-   ha.-k   all    111.'   evils  (uilI  the 
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would  not  leave  a  remnant  to  escape,  seems  at  once  to 
have  penetrated  the  heart  of  the  multitude.  No  doubt 
rumours  of  the  special  object  of  the  great  envoy  had 
already  spread  among  tliem,  rpiickening  their  apprehen- 
sion. Only  a  small  jK)rtion  of  them  had  really  offended 
as  vet,  but  thev  were  all  so  closcdv  ndated,  and  the  sense 
of  their  unity  as  a  nation  was  so  strcmg,  that  the  sin 
which  struck  at  the  very  root  of  that  unity  and  special 
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"  In  the  ninth  month,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month," 

that  15?  to  sav  in   Dpp.pmhpr.  thft   ra.inv   spasnn — anH  nrnh- 


;haj^ 
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iiient.  iind  would  probably  Museiit  with  the  patience  of  a 
creature  baru  to  slavpry,  to  thi'  I'ate  which  she  would 
know  must  liave  cohia  sooner  or  later.  It  was  according 
to  all  modern  (.iidi-s  u.  wvt'W  ail;  but  it  was  our*  of  tlie 
ntmast  neressity  and  wisilom  tor  thf  intcrpsts  of  tlie 
•lews,  and  for  the  preKprvation  of  their  national  life — 
the  thing,  which  having  learned  inoro  or  less  thf  ir  terri- 
ble lesson,  they  now  felt  must  be  jireHerved  at  all  hazards 
and  by  any  Haoritiee. 

Whether  Ezra  dlBajipfarwl  nltogi-tlier  froiri  the  acetw 
after  this  trenchant  act  of  reformation,  whether  he  went 
bark  to  Hiibylon  to  give  in  his  ii-port,  and  discharge 
himself  of  the  responsibility  of  the  sniiervision  committed 
to  liis  h;nids,  we  iiii-  not  tidd;  but  many  years  elapse 
l">f..re  wc  find  liim  ajjuin  in  the  <-x.Tcise  of  his  ufhee  as 
wci-ibc  and  U-.ir]u-r  in  .lernsaleni.  A  c.Ttiiii  nnidern 
toii.Ii    is  in   liis    .-liarnctcv   und   iii.p«>iiniiiie    ;Llt(i','i'tbcr, 
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the  same  effect  as  the  overmastering  I'emorae  and  appeal 
of  that  prayer,  pwureil  forth  as  on  tlw  impulse  of  the 
moment  in  the  shock  of  the  news,  by  the  great  visitor 
clothed  in  all  the  power  of  liahyloii,  who  had  eonie  up 
with  joy  to  worshii)  in  the  city  of  his  fatliers,  and  had 
heen  there  suddenly  prostrated  by  the  terrible  informa- 
tion communicated  to  him.  The  effect  upon  the  imagi- 
nation and  conscience  of  tlie  assembled  JewM  was 
tremendous,  as  he  hiid  iiiti-ndcd  it  to  lie;  and  yet  in  no 


CHAPTKE    II. 


THE  mission  of  Ezra  was  a  special  one  of  deep  impor- 
tanrt'  to  the  Jewish  nation  as  cutting  ofE  the  pos- 
sibilities of  relapse  into  the  one  master-sin  which  had 
heretofore  het-n  their  iiaiie,  anil  cleansing  their  internal 
economy;  but  it  wiis  brief  and  sudden  and  involved  no 
external  advance  either  in  the  great  constructions  going 
on  on  all  sides,  or  the  defence  of  the  nation  from  its 
outward  -■iicraies.  Anotlier  fwrsonage  very  unlike  Ezra, 
but  still  ituji'f  distinct  and  full  of  character,  now  appears 
against  tliat  tumultuous  background  of  the  Jewish  capi- 
tal, so  full  of  rebellions  and  sudden  repentances,  the 
rising  and  falling  of  a  popular  tide,  more  marked,  per- 
haps, in  its  small  stream  of  existence  than  it  would  have 
been  witliiu  more  extended  limits.  The  Jews  in  Baby- 
Ion  fill)  altogether  out,  in  a  few  geueration.s,  from  the 
story  of  tlifir  nation;  they  had  marie  their  choice  to 
rcniai]]    tin-re,    in   some  cases,    no  doubt,    willingly,    in 


some  with  1 
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f  eircum- 

stanr.-s  whicl 

li  they  had  not  strcuijth  or  courage 
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satisfiictioii  and  joy  hliiided  thoiii  a  littlo  to  the  daugt^rs 
still  surround  in  j^  that  capital  of  their  race,  rejdanted  iu 
the  midst  of  (Micniics,  and  with  very  ineffectual  means  of 
defence.  Tliev  had  already  suhserilx^d  an<l  offered  a 
»,'rent  deal  for  this  vast  national  work:  it  is  yery  i»rob- 
alde  that  tliev  now  felt  they  had  done  enoui'h. 


'IM 
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his  period  of  service.     "  I  had  not  been  aforetime  sad  in 


3d2  JERUSALEM.  [chat. 

responsible  authoiity  id  the  city,  but  only  a  coimcil  uf 
nilers,  chiefly  priests,  with,  perhaps,  tho  ridviae  and 
help  of  Ezr:i,  wliom  we  find  once  more  in  Jerusalem 
after  an  iuterval  of  twenty  ycnrs,  on  thfi  arrival  of  his 
successor  in  the  Suripturv  records.  Nfihemiah  took  with 
htm  no  such  Jttwilih  C'Outingent  as  that  which  had  fol- 
lowed Ezra:  a  significant  fact  as  showing  that  tlie 
number  of  those  willing  to  undertake  hardship  and 
unsettlement  of  life  for  the  sake  of  their  religioa  and 
nation  was  now  exliausted.  But  the  new  Tirshatha  bad 
with  him  instead  an  escort  of  "captains  of  the  army 
and  horsemen  "  to  guard  him   from  the  danger  of  tho 

Fur  tliree  days  after  Iiis  arrival  Xeheniiah  would  seem 
t"  have  r.'stfd  friirii  his  jminiey  and  apparently  said 
ntilliini;  nl  liis  s|i('ciiil  olijrrt.  Wo  may  understand  that 
li.-  \v;is  ivrriv,-d  iind  ;u-kticiwled^'.'d  ;it  i.Tirr  ;is  m  authority 
.ivi'r  tli.>  .■ily.  III.'  |Mi.-^ts  Is'iii^-  in  tih  I'l.nilitiun  to  opjiose 
any  uf  his 'iv.iiLir..)iirnl>.  !nii|  |.nil«l,ly  luviiii;  no  wish 
t..'dosii:  lurtlirMii-.unr.il  u  M n.ii-i.tlhvr  of  the -mipire 
Ulrkv,\  l.y  ,v.l;iiii  >,.-al^,    v.niiM    1...    ig,,   sin. ill  rnmfort   tO 

thi'm   in   t; {  i1j.-  r,.i,iiMii,..l  >n'ili-  n.im.l  al.imt,   and 

tli-    ni:„-liii,ati"T,.    ..r    ,.,M'i„i.-.    h.-t     ,.,.u,Th,l    .■iiim-li    to 

,,r  n-l   N.-li.'ini.,l.    n.-'-   ..u.'    i:iulil   uIm'N   .ill    «,i.   >lill   in 
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Ami  tlieii  the  plan,  wiilch,  ii'i  doubt,  he  had  matured 
m  his  iiiind  during  the  long  days  und  nighta  of  his 
JDiiniey,  [ircjl);ilj|y  with  tlif  help  of  aoine  rude  iiunge  iif 
the  Ix'loveil  rity  such  as  that  ui>oii  Ezekiel's  tile,  or  the 
detailed  ami  ol'ten-rPi>eated  de8cn]itioiis  upon  which  the 
idiildhwKl  yf  thf  sons  uf  the  caiitivity  was  nourished — 
niis  carried  suddenly  and  at  owcb  into  effect.  When 
thf  eommim  I'Riwd  opened  its  eyes  in  the  morning  there 
wnn  already  a  murmur  of  activity  in  the  city,  of  the 
masons'  mallets  and  tlie  movements  of  ihe  lahourera, 
iitid  till-  sijvnid  "f  the  great  stones  rolled  or  lifted  into 
[jl;u;e,  iimiveiUuf;  from  every  iiiiart-er.  If  there  Were 
;uiy  of  Saidalhit's  or  Tobiah's  belongings  in  that  large 
i-lLaiulii-f  ill  llie  Temiile  which  Eliashib  hail  cleared  out 
liir  thi'm  »i  tW  stores  for  which  it  was  properly  intended 
— li.iw  ^l^t^^lish^■d  must  tli.'v  liave  been  to  see  Eliashilj 
liliiisrll  ~iii<rriiit<'ndiLi>j  tin'  i.uih1in.<.'  of  his  jwi-tion  of  th 


if  not 
■et,   no 
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opened  the  road  to  Galilee.  Whether  these  indications 
are  to  be  trusted  or  not  it  is  difficult  to  make  outj  the 
important  matter  is  that  more  tlian  thirty  groups  of 
labourers,  each  under  the  command  of  a  well-known 
member  of  the  community,  began  at  once  on  the  great 
work :  each  pursuing  hia  neighbours  in  the  emulation  of 
eager  and  patriotic  toil,  not  a  matter  of  words  but  of 


JftS  J£RL'SAJ.EM.  Cckat: 

ful  outcry  givcB  ua  a  stilt  ptearer  view  of  what  was  going 
ou;  for  this,  no  ilnulit^  wan  exactly  wltat  they  were 
doing,  raisiDg  the  grnut  tttouea  to  which  the  burning  had 
done  little  lianu  out  of  the  niaascM  uf  broken  lime  and 
fraginente.  and  placing  theiu  oik*  more  in  their  old 
courses.  Tobiah  the  Ammonite  waa  more  spiteful  still. 
"That  which  they  build,  if  a  fox  go  up,  he  shiill  break 
down  their  stone  wall,"  cried  this  enraged  looker-on 
■whose  wish  waa  father  to  tlie  thought.  "Hear,  O  oup 
GodI"  ciies  Neheniiiih  in  the  fervour  of  his  indignant 
earuestuesa.  "for  wi-  are  despised ! "  But  the  Rige  of 
disappointed  maiipe  only  ciintirmeil  the  resolution  of  th« 
city.  "  So  built  we  the  wall :  for  the  [people  had  a  mind 
to  work." 

IVIicn,  Jnnvevei',  SaiilKiIlat  saw  that  his  Routings  had 
no  i-m-rt  lit-  ;iu.l  liis  fri.-inls  seem  to  liave  held  a  consul- 
tation wlirthnr  it  wuiilii  uut  In-  a  wise  tiling  to  make  a 
Mill  it|i'.ii  ■Irnoalriii  \..-U<rr  thr  fmliliratic^Tis  «-,.re  i-om- 
i.li'ti'Ll,      Nm    ilimlit    tlirii-    wi-iv    ph-utv    i.f    si.i.-s    and 
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of  burdens"  began  to  give  way.  Then  the  Jews  who 
had  been  cialled  up  from  the  country  to  aid  in  the  work 
were  full  of  alarm  for  what  might  byfall  them  as  they 
returned  to  their  villages,  especially  those  who  dwelt 
upon  the  north  road  towards  Samaria — an  alanu  increased 
by  iii-gcnt  nu'Ksagos  I'rnm  their  homes,  from  timorous 
wives  or  parents  left  behind.    beKginjj  tliem  to   returu 
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in  the  encampmont  on  tlie  hill  where  the  Samaritans  lay 
and  look(Ml  on,  and  raged  and  wondered,  it  is  clear  that 
the  Tirshatha  was  there  with  his  trumpeter  ready  to 
sound  tho  alarm,  so  that  every  man  might  throw  down 
his  trowrl  or  his  hod  and  eatch  up  his  1k>w  or  draw  his 
sword,  wliilt*  he  rushed  towards  the  centre  of  action. 
Never  was  a  ])atrioti(^  drama  more  strenuous,  i)icturesque, 
and  spirit-stirring,  with  such  mingled  sounds  of  lal>our 
and  war,  of  a  strong  race  on  the  alert,  valiantly  and 
chcrrluUy  contending  for  its  life.  Tlic  men  were  inspired 
;it  oner  with  ])atriotism  and  strong  indignation  and  a 
s<Mis(^  that    tliis   was   tln^   crisis  upon   which  the  fate  of 
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Iiis  rijjlit  ill  viHuu  of  his  otHcp  to  i-eoeivp  from  tlicMW 
iiiulrr  liiiii  an  aWudant  vevenup  for  his  Hupjxirt  iui«i  that 
of  his  hoiiHPliold — he  had  ai'cppted  notliiiig.  Formpr 
govrrncirs  haii  ti^eii  chafKeable  to  the  people,  "  had  taken 
hn-ad  ami  wine,  IwHirlen  forty  shekels  of  silver;  yea, 
even  thi>ir  BervaiitH  havu  nile  over  the  ])Poplei  bwt  so  did 
)iiit.  I,  for  tJie  {leuoe  of  (it>il."  He  describes  besides,  in 
thin  snmt-times  ulniust  coittem|>titou8  siinimaryi  how  hf 
had  held  a  sort  of  royal  state,  tin  o|m?u  table,  entertaining 
liki'  a  kiiin.  a  hundred  imd  lifty  of  the  .lews  and  nilers 
diiily  ■'  iii'siile.s  those  that  came  unto  us  from  amoni;  the 
lieatheii  that  are  a.liuut  na."  a  curious  luldition.  Thus 
lie  lived,  M.hraya  with  a  lofty  m^irn  iif  all  iiieauuesK,  giv- 
iiij,'  frpfly,  ;ifi'i'[iti(ig  nuthing,  with  perhaps,  wp  may 
divine,  a  .■.-itaiu  seorii  as  of  n  hij;h  ofti.'ial  of  the  empire", 
fn,-  tlir  ]".(tiiirs^  nf  til.,  prnviti.v.  notwithstanding  hi^ 
|,assiniiat>-  .h^vniinn  tu  tli.'  h:\y  pliu'r  and  t"  tlie  faith  of 
his  far!ii>i<,  Sa.li  a  Miin-liii-  nf  l,i-h  .■ntlmsiasiu  lor  a 
-.val  ..l.jiTt,  ujliiaii  iiinij-MMni'ildiMlaiii  "fail  the  small 
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tions  falling  into  cprtain  perforations  in  it,  whicli  rises 
ami  tiRijis  by  m«ans  of  u  wooden  key.  The  procession 
was  attended,  each  half  of  it  by  the  priests  with  the 
ti-uuij>ets,  and  a  ehoir  of  singers,  singing,  i>erhaps,  those 
songs  of  the  pilgrims  with  which  the  long  and  dreary 
way  from  Babylon  had  been  lijthteued.  They  circled  the 
city  from  the  great  (MKila  of  (Jihoii  in  the  west,  and 
tiip  stairs  of  the  pity  iif  David,  that  bridge  that  traversed 
the  Tyropieon  valley,  aud  along  the  irregular  length 
of  the  north  wall  whence  they  could  see  the  tents  of  their 
Samaritan  enemies  on  the  liill  of  Samuel  or  Mount  Sco- 
yas,  Ml  utUm  thereafter  to  \h.-  crowned  with  the  armies 
ivadei-s:  while  the  other  party 
■■.  southern  side  aliove  the  valley 
the  front  of  the  Temple,  both 
liati-vvr  eiisii^us  of  triumph  they 
.yl.iwinj;  c'nlniM-  uf  Hast.-ru  gala 
i.-s..f  til,.  I.l'^it.■s.  ;ni<l  tlic  sound 
,Mls  or  tlir  umltitii.l...  until  the 
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jicople  wt'pt,"     But  the  Tirsliatha.  wise  aud  wholesome 
miiii,  would  not  liave  liJs  triuiniih  spoiled.     He  was  a. 

]»'n-iiiiitiuT  ruler,  Mtroufj  in  his  ideas  ut'  work  and  recom- 
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fat,  and  divide  the  sweet,  and  send  portions  to  those  for 
whom  nothing  is  prepared :  for  this  day  is  holy  unto  the 
Lord :  neither  be  ye  sorry;  for  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  your 
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failure :  and  wm  can  scarcely  hulp  thinking  of  Knox  and 
his  followers  and  of  the  t'oveuanta  of  Si^otlaud,  when  we 
reiul  the  list  of ''  tliosK  who  skilled ''  miil  "  eiitiTed  into  a 
curse  and  into  uii  "nth  to  wiilk  in  Gotl's  law" — tliat  ia, 
who  invoked  a  tnrse  ni>oii  their  own  heads  if  they  did 
not  keep  that  vow.  No  doulil  it  gave  a  solape  to  the 
heart  of  Neliemiah  to  leave  them  mo  bound  against  all 
further  possibilities  of  ti-ansgression — iMiund  by  seal  and 
signature,  tliough  fi-w  of  them,  we  may  tK-liavc,  could 
write — signs  of  ft  bargain  whieh  would  be,  it  was  to  be 
hoped,  more  pffectUHl  than  private  resolution:  to  do  all 
tliey  onglit  to  do,  to  make  uo  mixed  marriages,  hold  no 
mai'ki't  oil  till'  S»bbath  day,  and  nniintiiin  the  ordinancea 
of  tlir  T.'iiiple,  the  siicrifiees  and  the  titlies,  the  lirst-fniits 
and  oH'i'iiiii;.-;.  Wln-n  tln'se  vows  were  put  upon  parch- 
mi'iit  Nil. I  l;iiil  nil  ill  till-  holy  phu-i'  wus  not  all  done  that 
r.iolil  !.,■  d.i.i..  to  l.iiul  a  i..-opk-  at  omv  su  hukle  ami  so 


l!ut  u-lirllirMli.>Tir.-liatli:Li>.iiiNiii.>ato^'ov,.nith(>i'ity. 
■r  \y]u'\\,.'i-  111.  Will  iML-k  tn  |M„n-  iml  (i,L;;iin  th.-  wine  of 
\.hix...x..>.  ..,-  I,.  \..'  i.inim.trd  iilirr  ;.ll  his  hdK.lirs  tO 
oliM'    Mini','    iiii|.nrrj|il     [".-I     ill    ilir    il[||irvi:il  ,L:,.V,-|-Liliii'Iit 

M'  kiuiu'  ]i..(liiii-,      'ni.-    ivr,.rd   -ml-,    liri,.   Ml    l-ir  ;is  th.- 
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thfm  does  the  (Mirious  mixture  of  ])ure  legend  show  itself 
in  mingled  i'Xtriivajraiice  and  subtilitv,  as  in  some  of  the 
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The  critics  who  consider  this  to  be  the  way  in  which 
the  whole  Scriptural  record  was  built  up  have  not  appar- 
ently remarked  this  real  illustration  of  what  the  out- 
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aj^ainst  many  incursions  of  the  continually  modified  and 
altered  ('mpiu' of  the  north:  until  altered  itself  by  that 
partition  of  the  aneient  world  which  follows  the  eon- 
(juests  of  the  Giet'ks.  There  is,  however,  a  sj^ecial 
hitterness  in  the  many  wars  of  devastation  which  swept 
(►vfM-  the  devoted  rity.  which  adds  something  more  than 
the  men'  liorrors  of  invasion,  terrible  as  these  were,  to 
her  tr.ii^ie  history.  The  continual  insults  to  her  religion, 
\\ir  swine  sa<*ritie«*(l  on  the  altar,  tlie  (jverthrow  of  all 
h«M-  chMr.ntfristic  customs,  done  witli  a  furv  and  feroeitv 
wliich  s«'('iu  sprcial  to  this  \Anrv  alone,  is  very  remark- 
al)l<'.  ()iM'  Would  iiiKiL^ine  that  the  vrry  existence  of 
su«li  a  stroiiLilioM  of  national  worsliip  f(»ldt*d  in  tlie  hills 
was  an  aft'ronl  an<l  <4T«mut  to  tlu'  worhl  about.  Thev 
Irtt  tlic  I'l.iiii^  <>n  fitliiT  sidr.  t«»  crnsli  that  sentiment  of 
IVcj-dMi-.i.  (.t  i!i«ii\  iduality.  and  wh:it  was  still  more.  c.»f 
uiii'i-t-kt'i   ::iiiii<-iii« 'li;!]    t'liitli.  whicli   .stood   in    tlie   niiddh^ 
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the  liernes  of  Judah,  the  mighty  iiipn  of  valour,  David 
and  his  ca])taiiiB,  stout  Joab  who  feared  no  fae^  of  man. 
Tliey  had  to  form  their  band  and  flee  to  the  mountains 
forthwith,  le!»viug  theit  little  abandoned  town  to  the 
mercy  of  the  invaders:  but  when  they  were  protected 
by  the  invulnerable  hills  the  party  of  the  patriots  grew 
daily.  Intolerable  oppression  had  at  last  roused  beyond 
endurance  ;i  too  long-suffering  race.  Some,  we  are  told, 
not  brave  enough  for  open  resistance,  fled  to  the  wilder- 
riess  hoping  to  be  safe  there,  but  were  overtaken  by  an 
ftxpedition  from  >rorusaloui  who  aasuilGd  th'/iii  on  the 
Sabbatli  day.  The  multitude,  iinwarlike,  unolGcered 
probably,  cliufjing  with  heroic  weakness  to  their  rule, 
would  not  fight  on  tliat  holy  day,  and  were  massacred 
like  shi'i'p.  "They  answeivd  them  not,  neither  cast 
they  a  stone  at  them,  nor  stu|i|ied  tin-  places  wliere  they 
liiy'hid.  l.ut  s;.i.l,  l,.-t  us  ,Vu'  ill  our  iunoccticy:  heaven 
iiud  ravlh  sliall  tr>tifv  Inr  ns  tli:it  yr  put  US  to  death 
wpm-fiill>.-'  -A  lli..u>:ui.i  souls  ul  m-'ii."  wjmli'  fanii- 
li.'s.  iurliidJn.;  wiv.s  mid  rhildr-ti  (wl,,,  probably  made 
rivsistiuirr   Jmi-ossil-lr]   tlius   pi.risliOil  witliout   Striking   a 

\.\ny.: 

M.iUlii.i-.      :iim1      lii-     In.'ti.l-     iiuili.-.r 1     lliVrcnf     they 
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itiah  natkiiis,  wiieti  DittiKtscus  and  then  ^iueveh  aitd 
tlii'ii  Buliyluu  wero  the  liutues  of  the  oonquerors,  and 
■Greeks  aiitt  Roinaus  were  uiikngwn.  Ljaiinauhiis,  Ni- 
canur,  Gorgiaa,  are  the  titles  of  the  opposing  generals, 
Meiiulaiis  is  an  a^Mjstiite  priest,  -(jnintus  Memioiu^  and 
Titus  Maulius,  ambaiisadurs  of  th<^  Koinans ''  send  letters 
to  the  Jews.  All  is  changed  from  the  old  world,  yet 
Uieit!  is  little  cliaiige  in  the  one  obstinate  self-eontained 
pbuplt'  wliiih  holds  the  central  place,  though  visibly  sur- 
roiiudud  liv  suj^ernatural  help  as  it  never  was  in  the 
ohkTiiutlK*iili.'da,vs. 

Tin:  saiiiL-  thing  had  happened  to  Jerusalem  which  had 
)i:ip|it'iicil  tu  her  befoit.  The  city  "  lay  void  as  a  wilder- 
iii-ss,  till'  sjuftuary  was  trodden  down,  and  alii'ns  kept 
tliL-  struri-linld  :  the  lie.-itlR'n  had  their  hahitation  in  the 
pl;n'i':  and  joy  was  t:ikr'U  fnini  Janob.  and  the  jiipe  with 
th.>  lL:ir[>  ■■-■■is.'d."     r.iit  tlir  iiropl,.  wtTo  no  longer  ea|)- 
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by  the  luiexpeeted  favour  of  the  Persian  einperora  to  have 
si't  up  their  little  royalty  agaiii  iu  the  face  of  Cyrus  and 
C:iiiiby8es — ami  the  race  of  David  hiwl  sunk,  it  would 
srem,  under  the  level  of  what  in  reiuire4  for  a  niler  even 
in  a  subordinate  position.  The  race  of  Levi  had  sur- 
vived in  greater  strength.  The  families  of  the  high 
prU-sts  pould  not  lose  their  sacred  right  of  domination 
descended  to  them  from  far  antiquity— long  liefore  kings 
Were  thought  of  and  from  the  direct  apixiiutment  of  God. 
F;ir  more  than  the  scattered  and  impoverished  house  of 
I);Lvid  hiul  they  retained  their  tnulitious  and  their  jiower: 
;inil  while  the  family  of  Zerubbabel  sinks  into  the  rank 
of  pi'iviiti'  |ii'i'S(in.s  that  of  his  colleague  the  priest  goes  on 
ill  uriipn'st  i[)!ii>d  iiutliority.  Eliashib,  though  not  blame- 
less ill  thr  iiialter  of  life  and  disei|iline,  bad  .succeeded 
-b-sliu:i  ill  V./r-y^  time,  wliile  tlie  ,-i>n,s  of  Zenibluljel  had 
■■niu-   Li.'k    \n   till.   ..ii-iiL;il   piLStuivs   :it   P.rlidebem.  from 
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it  I')  Antip:it<'r  tlio  fatlior  of  tlie  groat  Herod.     During 
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no  harm  to  that  strangely  beloved  and  defended  shrine. 
He  restored  Hyrcanus  to  be  chief  priest,  and  taking  from 
the  Jews  the  cities  they  had  seized  in  better  times,  '•  con- 


JKUtrSALKM. 
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wliili;bffiutifyiugthegrL"iitcoiitrDoftlionio8tiiit(Nisely«x- 
olusive  rt-Hgioii  of  the  world.  "  Here,"  §ayB  Joseph  us,  *■  is 
a  mountiiiii  whose  summit  lifte  itsdf  to  a  vaat  height,  and 
ckisi'  1iy  a  Imllow  at  its  Imsp.  a  gloomy  ciivern  opeus  from 
bclaw,  ill  wliiph  a  yawning  chiism  tlt-sfiKnils  alirujitly  to 
au  immeasurable  depth,  containing  a  vast  collfctinn  of 
atill  water  hitherto  fuund  unfathoniabhi  by  any  length 
of  line."  Tims  ia  described  the  pictnpcatiue  cliff  aud 
bubbling  wiktem  of  Biiuias,  once  known  by  the  naine  of 
CtDsiirca  riiilipiii,  thn  imwt  nnrthern  a[>ot,  so  far  as  we 
know,  of  (iiir  Ijtiril's  jminieyiugs,  where  I'eter's  great  con- 
fession was  nvuh.  l'rrba]is  these  superlative  adjectives 
applied  tliiis  to  a  woodland  dell  may  make  it  more  coni- 
liiv'hi'ii.sili]''  that  the  soft  i;li>|>es  on  the  northern  side  of 
.Icni^iili'iii  should  np|).Mr  to  I 'nmiiey's  troops  a  "frightful 


Till'  riMili'i-  kniuvs  wIkiI,  wninli'rfid  cvi'iit  happened  in 
),.■  LiM  .l:n-s  ..r  ]\v,n.\.  :iiid  li,.«-,  l,..lj,.viiig  lis  he  did, 
li;il  n,,,.  u^is  luiiii  nl.n  was  snit  \.y  (iud  tu  lie  King  of 
Im'  .l,.u>.(h„.  „l    nli,.iu  ilir  |>n.pii.>ts  li;id  written,  and 

.r  «1,M.„  hi- t.-ar [i'Miii,rlll,.rs  ,.,.„ld  l.'ll  liim  even  the 
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ari('»  of  Istw).  Thu  Saioaritiuiii  still  occupied  tlie  oent.ral 
portion  r>f  I'uU-atiniij  uuchsugeil  in  the  divergency  of 
fiiith  which  bc-caitie  conspicuous  after  the  ca^itivity,  and 
Iiiiltliii^'  an  attitude  of  hoatility  more  or  less  marked, 
lliout,'li  ki'pt  by  iiii])priiil  aiipervisiou  fmm  all  overt  ai-ts. 
Tlic  liilTuruucp,  alwiiya  difticult  to  define  between  tlint 
jiiixcd  ra'^c,  wliicli,  ii  unly  half  Jew,  was  yet  not  pagan, 
Uiiil  insisted  iii>mi  its  traditions  as  aiuch  as  did  thr 
ortliudux  dudcau  aiul  its  UimUvd  cf  .ludali.  had  c.onsoli- 
dati'd  into  11  sort  of  national  opjinsition.  "  The  Jews  have 
no  dfidiiiijs  witii  the  S(,iiiarit;iiis."  I'.iit  the  mivtlieni 
part  of  the  kiii-dnlii  had  re1ani<M  to  U.s  Mlh-iiuire  lo 
.lenwuh'iii,  ;.iid  Wiis   iiili;diitrd  hv  vi-nr.ms  ;itiil   drvmil. 


JERl'SAI.EM. 
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pie  that  n-alked  iu  darknean  hiir]  iilroady  seen  a  great 
light.  Tnic  piety  liail  fuund  refuge  among  theoi,  even 
before    tlie    Light    that   lightcth    every    man    had    been 

revealed. 

It  was  among  thest?  simple  northern  folk  that  God 
found  liie  pure  and  tender  maiden  who  was  to  be  tlie 
instniiiient  of  His  pur|>ose.  She  was  found  in  no  beauti- 
ful iiiediifval  hall,  half  oratorj^,  half  palace,  such  as  are 
those  scenes  in  which  painters  have  enshrined  her  lowly 
sweetness.  Was  it,  perhaps  in  a  rock-hewn  chamber  in 
a  liLimhle  dwelling  of  Nazareth,  dim  and  cool  and  imper- 
vious to  the  blazing  day:  or,  jierhaps,  as  she  sat  and 
mused  in  n  quiet  moment  with  her  pitcher  at  the  well, 
tliat  tlie  j;jeat  radiance  of  the  angel  came  into  the  quiet, 
and  Marv  licard  tlio.se  sti-ange  words  which  have  mingled 
ill  llii'  inayrrs  nf  so  many  generations  since  then  :  "Hail, 
Mary,  fiili  "1  -varrV  It  was  a  greeting  that  troubled 
h<T.  so  Tiiurh  lull  ri'vi'ri'iiti;il  and  iiiLpurtant  as  it  seemed 
for  a  linnil.lr  villa.ji^r.  ;i,s  if  sh.-  were  a  great  lady.  Hut 
when  >li.-  biMi.l  111.'  artvr-iiiessa.L.v.  so  uincli  more  wonder- 
ful iliaii  uuy  lliat  was  nvr  -ivii  tn  the  grl■ilte^t  empress 
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<li>turlMMl  l)v  anv  torriMt^  siMisoof  tlio  miriiclc  to  be  a«^eom- 
]»lisluMl  in  Inr.    Tin*  whole  history  of  her  iiUH*  was  luinicu- 
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erer  about  to  oome.  Nor  is  it  necessary  to  account  for 
her  attitude  aud  state  of  mind  by  special  reference  to  tbe 
temper  of  liev  time.  The  pure-hearted  and  visionary  girl, 
moat  delicate  flower  of  human  kind,  is  always  more  or  less 
ill  the  same  mental  coiulitiuii,  diatiirbed  to  be  greetetl  an 
a  princess,  not  disturbed  by  heavenly  communication  iif 
a  f^reat  mission,  embarriissed  by  the  one,  finding  the.  other 
even  natural.  Joan  of  Arr;  was  not  surprised  to  bnd  licr- 
self  a  captain  and  leader  of  the  iirmifri  of  Fniinv,  A  d.- 
voiit  iijul  simple  aO'jiii 
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tioii  of  Jew,  Moal^ui,  aiul  CliriHtiaii  having  so  identified 
it  tliroiigli  all  the  aguK.  Thurc  is  u  ruccss  wher?  tlie 
(■MqxlH  luitl  iiiatH  would  Iw  laid  juttt  opposite  tlie  rock- 
lii'wii  luiuigiT,  ttnd  the  other  rocky  chambor  iu  which  tho 

iiiiid  TR'ighlKmnf.  half  aiicn.  c-hcwin^'  the  I'ud  in  Uiinuless 


I.] 


THE   FINAL   TRAGEDY. 


439 


descriptions,  the  possibilities  of  the  scene.     The  dazzled 


140 
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toUt  in  !i  few  wunls.  Xamreth  in  its  little  amphitlit-jitre 
of  low  hills,  was  tli<^  mottt  lntii<iuil  hoiut!  for  tlit^  growing 
life,  Dtit  like  l)@tlili'liL>ui  with  lh>-  hoightit  uml  liolluws  of 
■luilnh  all  s]iread  around  it,  iind  thi'  iissociutions  of  its 
ro^iil  1-uci'— but  a  buinblo  littlt'  town  hid  ainid  iU  treoa, 
with  littli?  prospect  of  any  kind,  apart  from  u.11  high 
loads  and  channels  i>f  eommuni  cation  with  the  great 
world.  That  yearly  pilgriimijti'  tu  Jeriiaalein  woidd  be 
the  great  eveut  of  its  village  life,  a  wonderful  incident 
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ia  wny  uttAtiilvd 

are  too  sacred  iti  tlie  silence  of  ttic  rccurd  fur  uttier  hand- 
ling.  Ami  it  Is  not  till  "the  Lord"  catoe  "suddenly  to 
liis  Tfiniilp"  tli.it  the  veil  ia  for  a  moment  witlidrawu. 

That  Temiile,  the  tentre  of  Hebrew  life,  the  symbol 
of  national  grentness,  so  ofU-n  destroyed,  so  often  re- 
sioi'fd,  so  long  and  mysteriously  presetved  through  all 
tlie  ages,  takes  a  singular  and  altogether  novel  place  in 
the  experiences  of  the  man  Christ  Jesus  who  came  to 
ain-ugate  it,  and  wind  up  the  economy  of  which  it  formed 
so  great  a  part.  He  seems  to  have  sought  it  during  the 
yi'iirs  of  hia  ministry  as  the  centre  of  all  his  own  pur- 
suits and  occupations,  but  not  with  the  feeling  of  those 
who  took  i^casiLrc  in  the  stones  of  Sion  and  to  whom  her 
viry  iliist  Has  ili>:\r.  I'niiii  the  first  the  Temple  is  doomed 
ill  liis  fvvs.  ;i  thing  awaiting  its  di'stniction ;  and,  if  he 
i;(i/rs  iiiniiriifiillv  ii]">i)  its  l«'autv  and  sph'udour.  sonic- 
thing  of  thr  lu.ly  iudigiiiUioii  ..|-  line  to  whom  all  the  lost 
ii|>;iiirtiiiutirs  ;iinl  divini'  piiiposes  travestied  and  mis- 
taken, lit  whieh  it  is  llie  (■mlwdiment.  are  ever  present. 
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suing  tliein  to  the  eud  of  their  futile  arguments  with  a 
eiii  bonof  mitking  them  as  fools  to  themselves  by  sumu 
jjiei'cing  interrogatory.  It  was  his  first  iiiaiiectiou  of  his 
Kiitlior's  house,  from  the  (loint  of  view  of  human  intelli- 
geuL-c,  ami,  no  doubt,  his  childhood  afforded  an  excuse 
aud  ex[ilauation  of  that  one  appearance,  which  could  not 
liuvfi  been  continued  without  premature  revelation  of 
liis  mission  in  the  after  years,  when  he  must  have  come 
11].  with  his  family  again  and  again,  silent  and  dutiful, 
fidfillius;  all  righteousness.  The  hoy  could  do  what  the 
jdiiii^'  maij  eoiiUi  not  williout  liotrayiiig  liiiiist-lf. 

And  wJio  shall  penetrate  the  mystery  of  these  silent 
years  duiin;^  which  the  Son  of  God  grew  in  wisdom  and 
stiitin-,-  in  the  calm  of  the  little  Cialilean  city  ?     The  still 
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I'erhups  she  hoped,  with  fond  denials  to  herself  of  any 
power  that  could  barm  one  so  divine,  that  the  jtrophecy 
nii;,'ht  fail;  iwrhaps  looked  forward,  with  the  all-submis- 
sion of  Jier  own  y.mtlj,  ■■  Kcliolrl  thf  handmaid  of  the 
L'.rd."  to  til.-  fiLtur..  ^'.  ftdl  of  awe  yt-t  of  hoi*,  '"'t  l^'"'"' 
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Perhaps  she  hoped,  with  fond  deuiida  to  herself  of  any 
^wer  tliat  could  harm  oue  so  diviue,  tliat  the  prophecy 
K^ni^ht  fail;  perhaps  looked  forward,  with  the  ail-suhniis- 
sion  of  her  own  youth,  "  IJehold  the  handmaid  of  the 
Lord,"  to  the  future  so  full  of  awe  j'et  of  lioi>e,  but  knew 
nothing  of  all  tliat  was  tn  lie. 

•■Wist  ye  not  tliat  I  must  be  abuiit  my  Fatlirr's  busi- 
ness ■.■  "      it  would  ;iliiiiist  s,>t-m  tli;it  ho  w;is  surprisiHl  tliiit 
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ono  oliapk'i*  of  liistory,  which  is  of  more  importance  to 
the  huiiKiu  race  tliaii  liverything  beside. 

I  venture,  tlh'iefore,  to  take  with  re.verence  from  the 
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si-cond  Eliua,  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness, 
hi?  who  had  been  a  hermit  living  iu  solitary  places  out 
of  the  nay  of  men,  had,  no  doubt,  forgotten  if  in  his 
dosi'i't  life  he  ever  knew,  the  aspect  of  his  young  kins 
iii:in — until  the  Divine  sign  was  given  which  pointed 
him  out  iis  the  Lainb  of  God.  Aft#r  the  revelation  had 
been  urndp,  and  his  human  life  thus  consecrated  to  his 
mission,  Jesus  returned  to  his  natural  home ;  or  rather 
it  would  be  better  to  say,  to  the  shores  of  the  Lake  of 
Galilee  which  was  a  day's  journey  from  Nazareth,  but 
with  which  he  had  probiibly  some  connection  as  so  much 
of  his  time  was  s|«;iit  tlipie.  His  iiiutlier,  jjcrceiviug 
that  liis  life  was  now  to  be  sha[>ed  on  other  lines,  possi- 
bly as  the  time  went  on  abandoned  her  household  and 
followed  liiin  there  in  or<Ier  to  care  for  the  wants  of 
external  neeessity;  »i-  still  more  prolMdily,  her  husband 
b.-iii;;  ilead,  w:is  n:itni;illy  ilevot.-rl  to  tjic  care  of  her  SOU 
an.l  ti-;ui>tr]i-e.l  hris.l!  I.I  the  plaee  tli;it  .s\iited  him  best. 

At   the  ]■}■'■<..■),!    III.  ln.uevei-,  wlie  \v;is  pr.ibably  still 

re.-iileiit  ill  N;iAiretli.  ;iinl  lie  triivillin-  towards  tbat'lowly 

dwel!ii,-i,l:,re   ^^  lieii   he  laiise.l   al    the  village  of   Cillia  tO 

iitt.'iel   111.'   iii.iiii,i-e  U-A-^l.      ■■  IL.lli  .leMis  was  e;dled  and 

jii-;  ,li>ei].l..^  to  lie.  mi:,  in.e,-r.- wlihi,  ^^  a^  |ir,>l>alily  an  im- 
iM.rtaiit.  ■■v.-iil  in  tli.>  .■mint  rysiilr.  il„ui-li  III,.  bi-i.ie-mom 

w.is  111,  nv.iltliv    ilili.il.ilaul.   1ml    ..ul\    ii  kilelh    r.>iiiieetkm 

einl.ll I.  Ill, It  .l.-ii-,,iii--.l..ril,,-.uMV   ri-mlle-b:M.ti.m 


rilK   FINAL  TltACEDV. 


152 


.)KKi:SAl.EM. 


liy  some  .it  tract  ion  they  scarcely  understood,  who  watched 
eagerly  all  hia  movements,  to  justify  to  themselves  the 
Step  tliey  had  taken.  There  is  no  appearance  that  except 
by  those  two  the  ininu?le  called  for  anything  more  than 
a  little  woniltr,  aa  to  where  the  astonished  hridegrooiu 
could  have  got  it,  that  marvellous  wine. 

There  lias  been  little  said,  I  think,  among  the  many 
discussions  of  the  supei-natiirrd,  of  the  entire  uaturalnesa 
<'f  these  uiiraclus.  The  initiatory  miracle  of  all  is,  of 
course,  the  Person  by  whom  they  are  jierformed ;  and  if 
it  can  be  proved  that  thiTO  have  been  others  like  him 
ifi  this  woi-ld,  and  thiit  tho  records  of  history  contain 
another  who,  aeeoiiling  to  the  common  judgment  of 
hiimaiiitv,  may  be  jdaced  by  his  side  or  near  him,  then 
I  Jiuvc  ni>  iloubt  the  lesser  argument  might  come  in:  but 
gr;intcd  tlic  fur  grciiter  minicle  of  tho  two,  the  extreme 
natnialiLi'Ss  uf  the  uthcrs  is,  I  tliiiik.  to  a  siiniile  mind, 
the  iiin,t  wuiulnful  thill-  about  them.     \Vc  are  disposed 
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interpat  awakened  by  tliat  boyish  apparition  may  liaro 
fadeii  awiiy  in  the  quiet  of  the  years  as  the  bystand^'rs 
peivf  ived  tliat  the  preeocimis  boy  waa  going  no  farther, 
but  liiid  .sunk  into  the  Htilhiess  of  life  as  so  many  promis- 
ing tiili-iits  ilu,  tt  iiii^lit  already  be  thought  by  some 
.frith  disappiiintmmit  that  they  hoped  it  wim  to  have  been 
he  who  should  have  redeemed  Israel.  This  might  prob- 
ably eauao  still  a  certain  curiosity  silwtut  his  presence,  a 
tingeriug  deaira  to  know  whether  alter  all  the  prophcey 
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The  city  lived  by  its  Eacred  character,  and  the  sale  of  the 
Bacriiices  inust  have  been  like  the  sale  of  iudulgcnces  ia 
mediaival  Kouie.  It  was  the  centre  of  religious  agita- 
tions also,  iiiid  there  was  nothing  the  popuhition  loved  so 
much  as  eontrovfray  and  the  long-drawn  quibbU's  about 
the  law,  ami  questions  of  form  and  ceremonial,  Jesna  of 
}faKareth  had  many  tiling  yet  to  do  before  He  catue  to 
.  the  coiiehiding  seene  of  all,  anil  this  is  a  strung  argument 
against  the  occurrence  of  a  preliminary  driving  out  of 
the  traffickers  in  the  Temple  which  would  liave  made  a 
commotiun  in  the  city,  such  as  he  does  nut  seem  to  hare 
desireii  so  early  ia  his  career.' 

We  may  lie  allowed  in  all  reverence  to  imagine  the 
manner  of  this  first  pnblic  visit  to  Jerusalem.  If  the  full 
revelation  of  liis  own  mission  had  only  In'en  opened  out 
t.)  hi.s  ninnhnod  after  the  Il;iptisui.  its  seems  to  be  indi- 
cated, llie  iireviiiiis  ^liniip=es  ;ind  i[it\iitions  of  divinity 

now  have  be:,nin  U>  re.^-.inl  tlir  Teinple  and  the  eity  which 

baa    liiih.-rt"  I n    In    1 ilie    -Fathev's  House  "—in 

whielj  he  had  fnltillnl  :ill  Ihe  miaiuaiided  rites,  and  per- 
il.nuerl  llMMbiiie^  iiieniiil>eiit  iii.nii  all   i^iinis  Hebrews— 
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the  Master's  comment  on  this  pride  of  the  Jewish  heart. 
And  what  strange  words  were  those  whicti  came  from 
the  young  Ku.hbi'8  tips  ?  "There  shall  not  be  left  hero 
onit  stone  uiwu  another  that  shall  not  be  thrown  down." 
What  an  incredible,  impossible  thing  to  say!  Herod's 
Temple  stood  in  all  its  splendour  before  them,  with  its 
magnificent  cloister,  its  beautiful  gate,  all  the  wonderful 
amiiiteutiiri*  of  it,  strong  as  the  rock  on  which  it  stood 
— the  t'ourt.*  full  both  of  Jews  and  proselytes,  every 
entry  to  the  enclosure.,  every  gate,  filleii  with  a  moving, 
brifiht-oo loured  crowd.  I'erhaps  the  cicerones  and  eag(>r 
gnides  scarcely  heard  this  sentence  in  the  eagerness  of 
tlx'ir  ex]>lanations,  and  it  was  not  till  the  little  band  of 
eliiscst  fiii'iids  went  ont  to  the  Mount  of  Olives,  and 
sat,  tluic  iiiiind  liini.  Kazing  upon  the  shining  walls 
ivli.'v.' .Irrii-^alriii  lay  fair  Iti  the  sun,  that  he  explained 
t.i   Ih.'iii    ivli.il    \<r    lara.it.      His    liiimau   heart  was  sore 

r,ir  ll.at  .liiMdliLl  I i-.-<\{y.     Far  intuv  tl.au  of  what  he 

was  hiuisvlf  1..  sull'.T  .lid  ],.;  tliink  of  thi;<.  returning  to 
it  »il!i  AU  aii-ui><h  <•{  laun'ntation  aijiiin  and  ajrain.  O 
.l,rii.sal.'i,i  :  .r,.ni>alriii:  1..  vlurlifvnv  li.'arl  had  turned. 
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Op  by  rubbish,  which  Ilea  close  under  the  north-eaat 
angle  of  the  Temple  wall;  but  I  believe  that  another 
aituatioa  has  been  suggested,  near  the  jiresent  Church  of 
St,  Aone,  by  recent  exploi'atious, 

A  line  of  arched  cloisters,  a  little  colonnade,  supported 
on  five  sets  of  pillars,  the  "five  porches"  of  our  trans- 
lation, was  on  the  bank,  with  steps  descending  to  the  water 
— a  beautiful  feature  of  Eastern  architecture,  very  usual 
and  especially  necessary  where  so  much  ablution  is  used. 
Underneath  the  shade  of  these  arches  lay  the  sick  folk 
who  were  waiting  for  the  ''troubling  of  the  wuter,"'  the 
effervescence  and  influx,  as  now  explained,  of  the  spring. 
Jesus  and  his  followei-s  passing  by,  strangers  arriving  from 
Hethany  or  some  other  of  the  villages  near,  or  taking  the 
(juiL't  walk  of  a  Sabbath  day's  journey  to  that  favourite 
olive  gLirilen  on  the  other  side  of  the  brook,  which  was 
so  good  a  place  of  rc|Hisc  after  the  crowds  of  the  city, 
ascvudcd  into  tin-  ^^rati-fnl  shu.le  and  cooliu-ss  of  the  little 
arcade.  And  th-iv  in  tin-  stilln.-ss  of  the  Sabbath,  no 
cvirc  til  ]>f  lin|H'd  for  on  tli;tt  d;iy,  hiy  the  poor  man  on  his 
(Mrpft,  who  h;id  spnit  so  -ivul.  u  |Mit  <.-i  his  life  awaiting 
the  niir:R'lr.  It  !■<  iiii,.,.-;Ml.lr  u-i  U,  fV,.l  tlint  lie  was  not 
a  v.TV  wiivtbv  .il.i.rt  >.rrli:n-ilv:i-;M-<.  s:iv.  sri^iiii;  that  one 
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was  unable  to  go  to  it,  even  so  far  as  the  descent  of  these 
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ter  spiritual  way  than  to  bind  these  ceremonial  lea 
tiontt  tighter,  making  of  it,  as  lias  been  alrea^Jy  soj 
god  ill  the  place  of  their  old  idols  whom  they  had 
grown.  Most  likely  the  apostles  themselves  were  t 
tied  at  the  breach  ol'  the  rigid  bond  which  was  one  of 
most  marked  points  of  tlie  Jewish  economy,  but  ] 
there  was  no  explanation  given  as  of  the  parables  { 
puzzled  them,  no  annouDRemeut  of  a  change  of  plan, 
is  curious  tu  remark,  iu  passing,  that  there  was  evidei 
110  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Jews  to  the  liiuner-pai 
and  entertainuienta  of  the  Sabbath.  These  were 
initted;  it  was  thfi  healing  tliat  was  objected  to. 
modem  ebampioiia  of  the  Sabbatic  law  aet  in  a  conti 
sense,  and  would,  no  doubt,  permit  the  healing  wer 
iHissilile,  Ijut  not  the  feasts. 

It  wuiild  seem  t«  iiuve  bei'n  ou  ihis  neeasion  that  Ji 
for  the  lir^^t  tlmn  b,.j,MU  U>  I.Meh  iu  J.-niaalem.     And 

reii);irk;il>t>'  \n  ,„.],'  at  ihr  rliuii-.'d  Unu-  uf  his 

nnirse,      IIi^  s|,e;ik,s  :uA    ;i,   \v'  si^Jir 
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liient,  controversy  rather  thau  teacbing.  Xo  room  imr 
IKissibility  liere  fop  any  Siermon  on  the  Mount,  nu  temier 
lingering  of  |iarablti  and  similitude,  of  the  images  draws 
fnini  tli;it  HNiiliiig  nature  around,  the  sower  sowing  in 
tlw  lield,  till'  wliit.e  Uiwcr  shining  on  thi:  liill.  To  Xico- 
demus  ]w  hud  idrfiidy  idjundnned  tliitt  niildfi-  grimnil, 
and  SjlokPH  of  ;i  ekingf  so  fiinii.-imcTitLd  Hint  it.  was  nut 
tiPOimu-h  to  say.  '■  Vr  must.  !,<■  liovn  :LK;un";  ;m,l  uli-ii 
III'   t^du's   In-,   MMl    ill    {\v^<-   lii;,'h   |.l;i.vsi-r  J.-nis^ilfUi,  it 
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natural  student  from  internal  evidence  rather  to  have 
followed  such  an  event  as  that  of  the  raising  of  Lazarus. 
"As  the  Father  raiseth  ujj  the  dead,  and  quickeneth 
thein ;  even  su  the  Son  iiuickeneth  whom  he  will." 
'■The  hour  is  coining,  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  shall 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Sou  of  tiod,"  What  could  be  more 
appropriate  than  this  had  it  been  saiii  after  the  miracle 
of  Bethany  ?  It  is  rash  for  an  ignorant  person,  unac- 
quainted even  with  the  lawa  of  Scripture  criticism  and 
taking  the  Jiistory  of  the  g08[>el8  like  any  other  old  and 
irifgularly  constructed  history,  to  venture  upon  a  sug- 
gestton,  but  it  seems  to  mo  that  in  a  natural  si'nse  the 
atlilress  which  is  given  in  tlie  seventh  chapter  of  St. 
John  (vii.  1(>,  24),  as  delivered  on  a  later  occasion, 
woulil  l>c  more  appropriate  if  it  were  substituted  here 
fin-  the  woddoiful  dis,-<mrsc  which  1  have  had  the  Iwld- 
n.'ss  tn  !i:iy  ;i|i|ii'ars  ratlicr  tn  hLive  fullowed  suoh  a  mira- 
eh'  as  that  ut  tW  raisin,-;  uf  Lx/.-.u-u^.  Wh.^n  our  Lord 
says   -I    lia>v   .1 .^ii.-^    w-ik   :m,i   y,'   idl    uiarv,-!/'   his 

pMrlnniird  >>1  whi.'li  all  tiiiicls  «rn>  full,  ratlicr  than  to 
an  iiiridi'iil  wlii,],.  ih.-n-li  iiiii,,ih.  in  ib.^ir  cX|H-rience 
an-l  uf  111.-  lii-liisi  i".i.iilrir  ii,i.iv,t.  ha.nia].penod  sev- 
iT.il    mnntlw    U-U'i-.'.      ji    j-   \vn,-   ij,;,!    ii    was    wnmlt-rful 
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who  had  so  boldly  Sft  tbe  law  at  defiiuice.  I  do  cot 
know  enough  of  Biblical  criticism  to  be  aware  whether 

such  a  suggestion  has  ever  been  made  before.  I  venture 
iipou  it  siili-jy  lioin  a  literary  and  natural  [Hunt  iif  vii'w. 
It  l(i:iks  like  a  siieecli  deliveri'd  on  tlie  uuinieut,  ivliile 
stilt  uulwdy  was  Mu  to  torgrt  that  extraordinary  art, 
and  til.'  lai't  aluidst  nmn;  (■xtraordinary  to  tla;  i-<ininioii 
|i.'i.iilc,  and  Ihrust  into  greati^r  ini|i,irt:,n<'i'  .still  l>y  the 
nilt-r.s.  that   he   li;id   duw   tliis,  a  tiling  forbidden   on   llie 
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espressivo  with  all  tlicy  wore  hearing  ami  seeing,  the 
company  in  which  they  spent  their  lives:  while  outside 
of  !tU  thd  mil Iti tildes  camo  and  went,  sometimes  gatheriug 
ill  a  iiiiiss  when  the  voices  (IrDjipecl,  and  his  alone,  pene- 
trating yet  soft,  would  come  forth  upon  the  nir  thrilling 
nil  hearts,  though  with  an  argnment  not  addressed  to 
the  erowiL 

After  this  Bceiie  iu  whicb  so  great  and  startling  a 
dcpniture  liad  been  made  from  the  formal  traditions  of 
the  Jews,  strained  and  amjilified  as  they  were  by  tha 
v/cvk  of  iii:uiy  i;ener;iti<Jiis  i)f  ritn;iHsts  upon  the  original 
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met  in  the  courts  of  the  Temple,  in  the  rejoicings  of  t^e 
fi'asta.  or  out  in  those  gi-een  arbours  which  were  planted 
on  the  houaetctpa  and  iu  the  o[>eii  spaces  of  the  streets, 
ii.itching  Ihe  KtrangiTs  go  by  imd  greeting  their  friends 
fiom  tlie  TOuntry.  "  Where  is  he  ?  "  "Thiuk  you,  will 
he  come  uyi  to  th«  feast  ?  "  "  For  there  was  much  uiur- 
munng  iiiiiung  the  people  eonceming  him;"  and  many 
diKenssiiinR  iiit  to  his  chiiractci  ami  ehuins  amoiig  those 
groups  in  the  leafy  tents.  "Some  said  he  is  a  good 
ni:in  :  others  said,  Nay;  hut  he  deceiveth  the  people. 
Ilowbeit  no  man  spake  openly  of  him  for  fear  of  the 
Jews."  Tho  -Jews  here  mentioned,  as  in  all  the  accounts 
of  the  suhse<inent  story,  mean,  as  is  plain,  those  described 
ill  the  I  Hi!  Testament  as  "  rulers  "  or  "  princes,"  at  this 
tiiiif  the  Siiuhedrini,  the  ii.itional  government,  a  body 
made  ii|i  of  the  eliii'f  priests,  the  scribes,  or  ititerpi-eters 
(if  th.'  l;iw.  l^ni-vri-s.  or  dis|,utcrs  oil  that  u]l-])rovailiiig 
subjfcl.  anil  iii.'iLibi'vs  <■(  rlial  stii,'l..:,f  s..i-t  of  furmalists, 
called  riiarisr,.s.  Tl.e  hii.(iil>crs  of  lliis  ^-ovi^riiiiig  body 
\v,.re(jni  all  |m.us,  lliuuj;li  (h.^ir  very  livelihood  dcpendell 
upon  til.,  pl.tv  <.r  thr  I"■n|,l,^     Th.^y  c.mtaiucd  within 

tlfliiM.lv,-;  th.'  livrh-  Mv|,t)i-i-)j.  nf  tiu^  .Vliir   as    well    as 
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iiifl  nmniig  that  Searned  circle,  the  siaperior  classes  of  the 
ciiy.  He  knew  the  ••  mumiurings  "  of  the  people,  the 
questions  from  one  to  another,  but  not  how  they  would 
ask  t'ach  other  at  the  meetings  of  the  Sanhedrim  "Will 
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tlie  c^ruwtl.  "  Ye  both  know  me,  and  ye  know  whence  I 
am,"  he  orii's,  "iu  the  Temple  !is  he  taught,"  raising  his 
voie«  one  caimot  but  feel  to  still  the  rising  miirinur. 
"  And  I  am  not  come  of  myself,  but  he  that  hath  sent 
me  is  true,  whom  ye  know  not.  But  I  know  him  :  for 
1  imi  from  him,  ami  he  hath  sent  me."  The  crowd 
ai'etiied  (iiiil  ruged  around  moved  by  conflicting  impulses 
while  hf  stood  calm  having  thus  proclaimed  his  high 
coiiiiiiiHsioii  §o  tliat  all  could  hear,  dominating  the  tumult. 
"They  sought  to  tako  him."  those  of  Jerusalem  who 
were  on  the  side  of  the  authorities — "  Itut  no  man  laid 
liitnds  on  him,  for  his  hour  was  not  yet  eome."  There 
is,  indeed,  through  every  line  a  sense  at  once  of  bewilder- 
itifnt  Anil  (tf  avre,  the  Stirling  of  the  throng,  the  opiniona 
as  diverse  ;is  were  the  elements  in  that  mingled  multi- 
tude, the  bi:,'ots  with  tlieir  ];iri;e  idiyhieteries.  the  eonntry 
fnlk  .■..111..  ii|,  lur  tlirir  holiday,  thr'iuure  seri-.us  pilgrims 
not  Uii.min-  ulul  t.-  lliiiik.  ■■  WUru  Clii-i^t  c.micth.  will 
bed.,  mt.iv  i.nr,ii-l,.>  ili.iii  lliis  m,Mi  dMlliV"   risi^s  ;mother 
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one.  "  What  manner  of  saying  is  this  that  he  said  ? 
they  asked  eaeh  otlier  as  thoj-  poiirei.!  doHii  across  tl; 
liridj,'!'  and  by  the  great  stairs  as  tlie  evening  was  falliii] 
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stranjj:*'  a  now  knowlodjL^o  to  liis  mind,  with  continually 
iiMTeasiii';  iiitorcst  and  wonder  tliougli  without  any  fur- 
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but  we  kiiow  that  he  had  already  made  use  of  that  image 
of  the  liviiiji  wuti'r,  8U  doubly  full  of  meaning  in  the 
burning  East,  on  various  occasions;  and  the  effect  at 
this  iiionieut  would  appear  to  have  been  very  great,  inso- 
much tliLit  -'tlie  people  when  tln-y  heard  this  s;iyiiiy" 
said  "uf  a  tnitli  tljis  is  tlic  I'l-ophet/'  wljile  othei^  said 
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more  bold,  challenging  thi;  vi-ry  foiimUtiona  of  lieJief 
on  which  the  whole-  system  of  Jewish  rpljgian  re.stiid,  at 
the  very  outset  of  bis  miuistry  there?  And  their  ejes 
were  natiiniily  fixed  upon  the  multitude,  aa  a]i|>eurE  in 
the  entire  narrative  of  John,  watching  intently  every 
chaiii,'^  of  BeiitiniRnt,  marking  how  the  groups  would 
form  and  melt  ftway,  how  the  bearded  Jews  would  turn 
to  euch  other,  the  women  put  forth  a  shriller  voice  of 
comuieut,  heard  here  and  there  among  the  munuuriiig 
■  of  the  deeper  tones.  "  Of  a  truth  this  is  the  Prophet !  " 
"  This  is  the  Christ ! "  mingled  with  the  corrective  com- 
ment which  iisked  "  Shall  Christ  come  out  of  Galilee  ?  " 
"  Should  he  not  come  out  of  the  seed  of  David,  out  of 
the  town  of  Bethlehem?"  Perhaps  there  were  some 
there  who  rememhcred  that  scene  in  the  Temple  so  loug 
age)  when  iild  Simeon   Messed  an   iiifinit  of   that  race, 

|irrha|>s  s (■  who  never  cuuhl  f.ir^et  the  children  slaiu 

bv  U.'vu.W  rrnr]  nnirr  tliat  ;iri  int-int  King  of  the 
-b'ws  iiii:,')n  u-t  .■s,.;>]M.  I.itii.  lint  Iliis  woiuU-rlnl  figure 
in  till,  mi.l^t    of  tlh-ni,  ilij..  vunv   wliieli  w,-nt  to  tbeir 
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moved  aa  yet  to  put  bimstlf  entirely  on  the  side  of  the 
now  prophet,  aiid  yrl  he  could  nut  liecir  this  ch(.>ap  con- 
deniiiatiou  of  him  (knowing  well  as  he  did  that  never 
uiiLii  s]iaki'  iikfi  this  man)  without  protest.  -Doth  our 
law  juilyic  iiiiy  man  licforL'  it  hears  him  ?  "  he  said,  la 
BLtch  a  i-ase  even  the  clium  of  justice  sounds  like  that  of 
a  pai-tiaan.  "Art  thou  also  uf  Galilee?  "  cry  the  bi^ts, 
tinning  upon  him  "  Search  and  know  ?  Out  of  Galilee 
ariaeth  no  prophet."  It  wjis  not  much  of  an  argumeiit, 
prrhaps,  in  reply  to  those  who  had  heard  and  seen  for 
tliemselves ;  but  such  as  it  was  it  silenced  Niemlemus, 
not  ripe  for  any  great  confession,  jis  it  had  silenced  the 
j-H)lice  uuil  yuurdians  of  the  pu>>lio  |*ace. 

Nevertheless,  this  hot  diseussiun  also  seems  to  have 
piisseil  without  conseipienee,  for  we  find  that  early  ju  the 
next  morning  our  Lord  eauio  a^'ain  to  the  Temple,  where 
■■all  the  j.i'dplr  ,Mme  to  hiui.  ; 
taut;lit  thrill.-  W.'  ;nv  warned  1, 
to  t;ikr  tlK'  woniicrlul   :iuil   bfan 
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a  contempt  It  oils  abniptneRa,  breaking  in  continiially  upon 
his  (lUiiinirse,  '-Wln'ri!  is  thy  Father?"  "Who  art 
thou  ?  "  tht'y  uried ;  ■'  Dws  lie  mean  to  kill  himself  ?  " 
— to  eacli  other,  probably  with  a  harsh  laugh  of  aii^rjr 
criticiflin.  when  he  warns  thpiii,  as  he  did  the  multitude, 
that  thi^  time  19  coming  when  they  shall  seek  him  but 
shall  not  Ite  able  to  tinct  him.  In  the  midst  of  these 
inti>rrii[>tii>ne  thero  wonld  seem  tu  have  gathered  a  linger 
Oiiiiii>itny  of  the  ilcvotit,  who  were  in  the  constant  habit 
of  atti'nilaiice  iit  the  Ti-iiijilc,  while  he  spoke  with  the 
I'harisees :  and  ihv  fragments  of  liigh  exposition  which 
tlifse  wTiuiglera  permitted  to  be  heard  reached  the  judg- 
ment, at  Ifast,  if  not  the  heart,  of  the  wider  group,  which 
piolialily  came  by  degveea  towards  the  oiien  portico  to 
l«H)k  into  llje  chamber  where  he  sat,  discussing  his  own 
claim  t<i  !"■  licanl.  with  that  nni'hangcahle  calm  unmoved 
by  any  im|.iTtiifmv.  And  ■■  many  believed  on  him,"  a 
stnmu'i'   ^^tiitemrtu    ;innd  (he  njijiosition  ami  angry  con- 
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the  doctrinp  which  proclaimeil  them  all  tho  Kervante  iif 
sin,  as  other  men  were,  as  he  went  pu;  until  at  last 
their  arrogance  and  pretence  of  enperiority  drew  from 
bim  the  treiuendoiis  accusation,  "  Ye  are  of  your  father 
the  devil."  Had  the  Pharisees,  the  original  contrnver- 
sialiats,  come  back  by  this  tiuii-  to  take  thi'  part  of  their 
brethren?  The  words  "Xow  ye  seek  to  kill  me"  would 
seem  to  imply  this;  at  all  events,  tin'  Jews  who  were 
around,  notwithstanding  their  partial  belief,  took  up  tho 
challenge  iiiid  threw  it  back  uiKin  himself. 

JJothJni;  could  hav<'  bei'ii  inure  dangerous  for  his  own 
siifety  than  such  a  discuKsiim ;  for  there  was  no  longer 
roun<l  liini  tlii^  jiurtia!  proWctiim  of  the  multitude,  the 
fiiutiijjiun  of  their  excitement  and  enthusiiism,  but  only 
the  piiily  whose  eutitt>  principle  of  life  wns  stnick  at  the 
very  roots  liv  liis  assiiiiipti'iu.  iilni    ' 


<m 

In 

•  never 

for  a 

H' 

I!*' 

iitleness 

:,  the 

III 

id.. 

r>taiidii 

If,'   of 

I'll 

so 

.-onspn 

■nous 

tl: 

"'   1 

linWicm, 

.  the 

\\\ 

,   in 

.1    learn: 
.«erles^ 

t  the 

I.] 


THE   FINAL   TRAGEDY. 


483 


484 


JERUSALEM. 


[CH.  I. 


record  poes  on,  but  vainly,  who  could  doubt  defeated  by 
tlu'ir  own  hearts  that  beat  and  their  own  arms  that 
tronibk«<l :  and  *•  Jesus  hid  Himself  and  went  out  of 
i\u'.  TtMiijjJi',"  <M»ncealod  by  the  dazzling  and  l)ewildt-r- 
nient  that  must  have*  conn*  to  cverv  eve. 
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>'  swept        1 
leaming 
a   ham  I 


wakT  Hill* — all  is  eloquent  witli  i^collectiona.  Along 
thi-  Iwjwli  witli  its  fishing  villages,  now  mrjHtly  swe] 
away,  witli  its  tisiiiiig  cobbles  laid  up  ou  tht;  gleaming 
shure,  and  the  soft  liilla  on  th«  other  side  id  a  huz<; 
of  sunshine,  the  pilgrim  feels  as  if  there  waDU  but 
a  little,  and  lie  might  himself  see  that  wayfarer  mov- 
ing along,  calling  the  sunburnt  fishers  from  thf  bouta. 
turning  round  benignant  to  sff  those  two  following 
who  hiid  lieen  with  John  in  the  wilderness,  pansiug 
to  cast  a  look  of  kindness  u])on  the  tax-gatherer  at 
liis  bar,  whom  no  man  cared  to  speak  to,  but  whom  he 
bid  to  follow  too.  I  can  never  forget  a  Sunday  morn- 
ing there,  a  rapturt^  of  liglit  and  freshness,  soft  waters 
rippling  ou  the  lji*ach,  soft  airs  lifting  the  opened  hang- 
ings uf  tlie  lent,  the  lake  lying  calm  in  the  great  glory 
ul  ll,<-si.n-lnin',  l),.-   distiiiit   imHiit.^sall   veiled   in   mists 
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Joor  intent  upon  the  vny,  thinking  of  her  sick  ehild  or 
ailing  husband,  lu  well  aa  the  grou]^  in  the  synagogue 
and  the  coteries  of  tlie  learned  and  superior  persons,  who 
even  in  these  simplti  re^iuna  cluatervd  rutind  rverv  L-entn^ 
of  teat'hiiig.  It  must  havp  bepu  felt  that  when  he  re- 
turned ugnin  »ittr  ull  those  rontroversies  and  pominotions 
at  Jerusulem,  somrthing  d^^isive  must  happen,  either 
the  ri'Vi'lation  ill  power  of  his  offiL-e  as  Messiah,  or  some 
demonstration  that  it  waa  not  he  which  should  restore 
'Israel.  EmiKsarios  hod  come  from  Jerusalem,  always 
with  the  intention  of  entaugling  him  in  his  talk,  of 
finding  some  occasion  of  judgment;  and  Pharisees  and 
Sadducees,  priests  and  scribes,  were  all  on  the  alert  to 
iitake  this  the  final  episode  in  a  career  which  shook  their 
world  tri  its  foundations, 

.'i-^us  himself  winild  seem  to  have  responded  in  the 
lull  tnn-e  1)1'  liis  liiiLuitii  iiiiture,  not  less  affected  by  fae- 
lieu-.  M|i{>i.>ihi<ii  lli:iii  liy  till'  teiuierness  of  belief,  to  this 
-Lv.ii  I'viii.-iiii'iii  a\-  feelin:,'.  He  luid  never  hesitated  to 
|iruiKuiui-i'  lii>  iiiil:,'un-rit  iLpnii  the  furmalist  and  the  hyjKv 
riite:  Imi  iiiiw  thiit  jII  rln^  po"ei>  (it  evil  were  rising 
ii,Lraiii>t  Iniii,  iliiiM'  \ii><  wliirli  |j;id  spoken  nothing  but 
1,1, ,^1,-  an. I  ivliuM.  l.iTmli.ir  lai.-iu^-,-  was  always  that 
■  d  1..V  :i.,-I  rlrnily.  ,.,.,.nr,l  wiili  K.fiv  reproof,  delivering 
llir  ,ri,t. ■.„•,-., I  sii].r,.|nr  illvnn,n,v.il.'tl.e  ■■  Wot'  Unto  v,m 
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they  trod  one  upon  another."  When  the  niinoiir  rai 
that  he  was  coming,  every  house  wiia  finjrtied  of  its 
inhahitants,  every  corner  tilled  with  anxious  gazers,  the 
sick  brought  out  and  laid  in  the  streets  in  all  the  horrors 
of  primitive  disease,  an  extraoi-dinary  feature  of  the 
scene,  hailing  him  with  a  clamour  of  beseeching  voices, 
mainieii  and  wounded  and  torlorn,  tremliling  with  fever, 
writhing    will.    pain,    holdin;-    up    witheivd    limbs,    and 
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riiariseeSy  with  all  their  pretences  <and  exactions,  lying  in 
wait,  keeping  an  t»vil  eye  upon  every  movement,  misin- 
terprftinj;  every  lu't  and  word  :  while  the  multitude  closed 
in  around,  all  U*nt  upon  personal  advantage,  the  recollec- 
tion of  tliost'  miraculous  nu*als,  the  bread  of  Bethsaida, 
th«*  wiiii*  of  C'ana,  and,  jirohably,  who  could  tell,  the  ho[)e 
of  other  jj:ains  ami  other  prodigies  from  the  hands  which 
roiild  conniiand  everything — tilling  their  minds  with  a 
passion  of  desire  and  eagerness.  The  morning  time  of 
natural  henetieence  and  harnionv  was  over;  thev  were 
reatly  tu  tear  him  in  pieces,  in  faith  as  well  as  in  opposi- 
tion; «»n  the  one  si<l«*  in  ti«*n'e  ae(]uisitiveness  to  get  what 
tliev  \vantt'<l  -«»n  tlie  other  in  hatred  to  sweep  him  out 
<»f  their  paili :  l»nt  the  one  as  self-seeking  as  the  other,  a 
ije^r  nl  l)rli('t  ;l«^  Well  as  a  rai;e  ()f  wrath.  Between  the 
1  r<»\\<i.  liinp^iN  tnr  miracle,  inipatimt  tt)  liave  his  mission 
j)i..\.'.i  li\  -s,,]!,,-  ._;i-,-;ii  ('(iiix  ul>ion  (tt  nature,  and  his  I'ue- 
ii::«--.  tlf^Mii.j  ..  ^:j:i  .iinl  uatrliinLC  his  rvt'ry  niovenienl, 
«'N[,.',-i;iI!\  (.;i  I'll-  >.i1>ImI  li  iia\ ,  w  hirh  t  hrir  vi'_:ilant  super- 
stiii"ii    iu.:«ic    ;i::\  1  l.iir.;    lull    a    (ia\    d    rr.st — it    would    he 
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may  have  walked  its  unchanging  streets.  Hut  of  tliis 
journey  there  is  no  record  except  in  a  faint  glimpse  here 
and  there  showing  the  wandering  party  in  unlikely 
places  on  that  way.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  on 
their   return  towards  Galilee  tliat    they  passed    hy  tlic 


04  JF.RrSALEM.  [criAP^l 

Upr's  emphatic  approval  luul  pruiiiisc.  The  sHini-  journey 
hnij  ap|)eared  to  many  commentators  to  m^ki;  it  lUtely 
tliat  it  was  on  some  height  of  Hermon,  under  the  level  of 
ttic  gleaming  snows,  that  tho  'rransfigui-ation  took  place, 
instead  of  ujwn  the  familiar  Tabor  of  the  home  land- 
scape, so  ronnd  and  green.  Hut  these  can  only  be  regarded 
ajs  suggestions,  since  neither  Hermon  nor  Damascus  are 
njentioiii'd  in  the  reeonl.  It  is  diftieult,  however,  to  im- 
agine what  eould  have  taken  tliein  to  OR?^area  Philippi, 
nidess  they  passed  there  in  the  eimrse  ot  a  long  journey : 
hut  TiilKir  would  He  in  their  wiiy  nn  their  return  from 
'■tlie  borders  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  "  to  (r:t1iiee,  patisiug 
close  liy  till'  little  Na/.areth,  tlie  name  of  which  Jesus 
still  l>cire,  and  where  his  early  years  were  jiassed. 

Whatever  may  Ik-  the  faet  ahovit  these  details,  which 
are  of  so  iiiiich  inferiur  ijii|u.rtanee.  it  is  evident  that  the 
inystie  iiuid.'iil  of  Him  Transti;,'uratii>ii  took  place  about 
tliis  time.      It  li;ul  biToiu-'  Lic,vssmy  lliat  tho.se  diseiph-s, 
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Bithe  office  of  his  Maater,  the  one  utterance  following  this 

■:ot1ier  with  very  little  iutei-\'al  between ;  aud  the  words  of 

Bfhe   Lord,    "  Blessed   art  thou,   .Simon    Bar-jona,"   had 

"■scarcely  died  out   nf  the   air,  before  lie  hiul  to  bid  the 

same  eager   speaker   "  Get   thee  behind  me !   for   thou 

savourest  not  the  things  that  l>e  of  God,  but  the  things 

that  be  of  man."     And  it  was  veiy  J^borcly  after  that  lie 

led  them  up  into  the  high  iiiountaiii  a])art.  where  they 

saw  a  glorious   vision,   and    board  the    ,-.,n  versa  lion   of 

heaven  ;ibont  timt  wbidi  they  hud  r.-fused  to  eredit.  that 
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been  warned  of  what  was  to  come.  It  was  now  that  he 
called  a  little  child  and  set  him  in  the  midst  of  tliem. 
and  told  these  eager  enthusiasts,  still  bent  upon  great 
place  and  promotion  in  the  kingdom  of  Messiah,  that 
they  must  Ix'come  as  little  children  if  they  would  so 
much  as  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  aud  in- 
structed them  that  if  a  brother  offended  not  seven  times 
but  seventy   times   seven   he  should  yet  he   forgiven; 
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sense  of  supernatural  power  and  desire  to  silence  for 
ever  every  cavilling  tongue,  have  desired  to  o^  down 
fire  from  heaven  (in  tbe  esultation  of  their  recent  expe- 
rience that  even  devils  were  subject  to  them  in  his 
name)  to  consume  the  churlish  town — is  so  natural  iu 
the  extraonliuary  c i re iini stances  that  we  feel  with  them 
the  intolerable  impatience  which  such  an  affront  would 
produce.  But  when  he  turns  and  rebukes  them,  the 
higher  nature  is  so  natural,  too,  in  supreme  comprehen- 
sion and  pity  that  every  thought  is  silenced.  '■  Ye  know 
not  what  manner  of  spirit  ya  are  of."  It  was  John,  the 
niiostle  of  love,  who  had  spoken — a  man  of  vehement 
fi'dirigs,  yet  whose  whole  teaching  and  doctrine  merged 
iji  his  later  life  iiitji  tlu'  reitj-ratioii  of  the  lessons  of 
lirothei'lioofl.  He  would  have  destroyed  iu  his  hastj 
im|mlsc,  Im-e  of  his  Muster  being  .so  hot  in  liim  :  but  he 
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and  now  more  easily  lotlged  in  their  decreased  numbers 
and   inoH'  intimate  and  near  to  each  other  than  whei 
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ence.  This  is  the  only  mention  of  that  little  privileged 
household  in  any  gospel  but  that  of  St.  John :  and  tlie 
brother  is  not  named  who  might  be  the  master  of  another 
house,  or  absent  upon  his  ordinary  affairs,  on  the  occasion 
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stranj^e  possibility  that  it  mij^ht  come  true:  for  he  was 
no  l>»*li«*vt»r.  not  a  iwrson  of  awakenoil  int«*lliL»'enoe  at  all  : 
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In  the  meantime,  while  that  argument  went  on 
would  seem  to  have  been  quiet  iu  ihe  Temple  above. 
most  continuous  difioourae  which  h^is  jet  beeu  rapa 
to  us  iu  Jyrusalem.  Josus  aeeins  to  have  delivered  v 
out  interrujition  that  tiny  :  not,  we  may  be  cerLiiti,  v 
out  an  audicnci^,  lint  oiiu  most  liki'ly  uf  an  unpolii 
kind,  the  daily  worshippurs  who  never  failed,  with 
haps  a  greater  leaven  than  usual  of  strangers  and  sii: 
folk  bound  to  uo  official  inainteuance  of  ritual  and  tr 
tinn.  One  can  imagine  the  various  committees  of 
Sanhedrim  ooeupied  with  the  new  wonder  that  had  I 
brought  before  them,  messengers  running  to  and  fro  1 
line  coinmunip.ition  after  another,  and  f  ver-iiew  pre 
tions  to  !je  taken  to  keep  this  fac^t  from  the  kuowledg 
t)if  multitude:  while  all  the  time  an  act  more  great, 
.  :i  ■;.  ..iiiiiu  of  the  great  truths  of  the  Gospel  went  on 
i  I  I!'.  1,  Uuce  more  iis  always  at  Jerusalem  it  is 
ui\:i  ^u'.it  (inil  uni'jue  mission,  declared  in  the  ful 
l.crnis,  which  inir  Lord  I'xphiins  to  his  hearers,  w 
out  fom promise  or  faltering.  "1  am  t!ie  door  of 
sbeep,"  \<\  w\\\fh  alone  tliey  can  enter  the  told.  "  I 
thi.'  t;i»"l  >lM]iliriri,  I  l;iy  ddWM  my  life  for  the  slieep. 
l.u   .1..U1I  mv   lile.  thai   I   m;iv  tiikf  it  nyuin.     No  i 

Likeili  It  li,-.„ Imt  I  hiv  U  d.mu  of  niv,self.     1  h 

hou-<-rtol,iVil  dnuo.  iJii.l    i    Ij.im.  Mo«er  totiike  it  ;ii,'. 
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And  who  can  wonder  that  after  the  UDioterrupted 
'Utterance  of  that  Sabbath  morniug  there  should  have 
■been  "a  division  amoug  tho  Jews  for  these  sayings*'? 
Nut  loiif;  could  that  calm  hist.  Hv  who  did  not  u^me  to 
bring  pfacc  but  a  sworti,  iu  this  special  regiou,  to  thai 
organisation  which  it  was  his  missiuD  to  replace  and 
tranHform  if  not  to  dt'struy,  could  uut  long  be  left  to  tell 
the  wondrous  talu  of  his  own  being  and  officti  ondis- 
turlwd.  Muoh  he  had  said  that  waa  wonderful  before, 
but  never  anything  so  wonderful  as  this,  -Many  of 
them  said,  he  liatli  a  dnvil  and  is  mad." — what  wonder? 
Take  the  words  alrnin  and  they  were  more  than  madness, 
they  were  blasphemy,  and  the  most  tremendous  assump- 
tion ever  luiide  by  man.  Vet  those  who  looked  upon 
him,  who  followed  tha  discourse  to  its  end  and  studied 
the  spi'aker,  kni-w  tliat  tliese  were  not  the  words  of  him 
that  li:itli  a  dvvil,  and  tliat  never  man  spake  like  this 
man.  And  uvidontly  liy  tliis  time  the  iiews  of  the  last 
mirucli-  had  spri'inl  aiiinnj;  tlie  L-nnvd  and  moved  the 
basiT  snrt,  so  tliat  .■v.'u  the  l'liarisi>i>s  liad  bejiun  to  ask: 

'Vhf  .\]>o>l]r  luniM-.  luTi't.i  v'jvr  u  ti.iirh  t)f  local  dpscrip- 
tiun,  -It  u-.is  \Muu-i:  ;ni.l  .I.^mis  walk-'.l  in  the  Temple, 
II.  SiloiiL.iii's  i^Mivli."  «lii,li  i^  hAu'\:;\   U<  h;iv,.  l.cen  the 

-iT,.t  i-lni-t.-.-  iLi.i.iui-  idniiml :isl.ni  wall,  which  rested 

ii]Miii     \h.'    1,1-1     v.mlt-    -III!    .Ai-iiti-    .mII,.<1    S,,l„m.m-s 
>t,il.!r-,,  :ni.|  1....1,.',;   i.iH.inl-.  t],,.   \|..iii,l  ..f  i  HJvrs,      Like 
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att«r&nce  than  this  ?  And  some  of  them  were  traos- 
ported  wilb  rage  aiiil  liorrur  and  took  up  stones  to  stone 
him.  Tht^tw  miHsilea  niust  have  fallen  from  their  hands 
whoti  he  turned  upon  them,  ever  calm,  and  asked  for 
which  of  the  works  he  ha<l  don<!  they  stoned  him  '.'  an 
expreaaioD  which  looks  as  if  they  ha<i  actually  begun  to 
liurl  at  hiiu  the  first  |iiece»  of  martile  or  staiie  they  catild 
Ifiick  ti|i,  fragments  uf  the  jteritetual  repuntion  of  the 
Toiiiple.  "  For  u  gooil  work  we  stone  thee  not :  hat  for 
bliwphemy,"  they  cry.  And  sun-ly  it  was  blasphemy,  the 
most  iinhefeitating.  the  most  n^stired,  blasphemy,  which 
by  nil  |ifis>,ib|e  fxciisvs  could  he  explained  away. 

It  IK  nitiKt  curious  that  at  the  final  trial  when  Jerusa- 
Irni  w:tM  ransacked  to  ])rocure  witnesses  against  Jesus,  no 
,w  of  thv  men  who  si-i/rd  tboH 
v.\iu  hi-.tf\   him   sav  "land   niv    Fatlx-r 


i  in  their 
vus.  to  his 

Kige, 
'  who 

il  takt'  it 
,inif,-sl  bl: 

UKain, 
Lsphe- 
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him  he  was  gone :  and  for  a  few  months  more  he 
returned  to  the  life  of  the  wandering  prophet  and  teacher, 
with  this  difference  that  he  went  to  his  own  Galilee  no 


no  JEUUi»AI.KM. 

Spared  till  tho  hiiHli&iiiIiiiiin  bad  dug  about  its  roots  and 
givpn  it  anotlirr  I'lmncp  for  life:  all  short,  all  fall  of 
meaiiiiif;.  toacliing  their  lesson  with  one  vivid  illustra- 
tion from  the  common  objects  about  His  morf?  inti- 
mate interi:ourae  with  his  disciples  seems  to  have  been 
chieUy  directed  to  their  encouragement  and  the  strength- 
ening of  their  faith  and  tnist  in  time  to  come.  He  bids 
them  to  look  at  the  birds  twittering  upon  every  bush, 
things  of  no  account,  yet  not  one  of  them  forgotten 
before  (Jod.  He  bids  them  consider  the  lilies  of  the  field 
which  toil  iKit  nor  fipiii,  yi't  are  arrayed  as  never  was 
Sfilcnmm  in  all  his  glory  :  how  much  more  value  are  tJiey 
than  the  sparrows,  liow  mnch  more  than  the  flowers? 
U'licn  they  uw  bmiinKt  bcfiirp  the  maftistrates  and  into 
till-  synH^'i>u;m-.s  to  Mn>».'r  ii^r  lh>-mM'lve»,  he  bids  them 
take  n.)  tlimi-ht  wlut  tlii>y  ;iiv  to  .say.  "  For  the  Holy 
(Jliost  sliall  U-.,rh  vnii    ii,   I'lint  >:niic  h'l.iir  wliut  ye  .myht 


iiifort  tlieir  hearts 


ii.lhHikcdat  the 
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bles,  save  in  one  or  two  cases,  are  shorter,  more  con- 


pi^  JEBISALCM. 

km  vhui  tKed  ms.  tlw  alms  of  GodheaiL  Here  was 
■O  wilaienras  to  A-nwiwi  s  minrulous  tni^,  the  thing 
of  aU  0U)er»  vbirh  had  muTdd  Uw  mnititade  in  tialUea : 
mod  ti  (TA*  <talr  «bra  liumaa  n«ed  a|fpeated  to  him  that 

Yrt  Wf  re  ih«if  some  exceptions  to  this  reserve,  when 
thi-  no^l  diJ  iwvMmt  it»«lf.  At  the  entraoce  of  a  cer- 
tain vilUp^  on  th'  vay  tbem  stood  a  miserable  band  of 
tvu  leprrsi.  not  xpimorhing  closely,  as  was  forbidden  to 
thrni.  but  <tui>ling  a^r  off.  tnored  bv  sudden  hope  as 
the  nimiKir  on  ibc  ni»l  that  preceded  him  reached 
their  ears.  It  is  a  sishl  that  any  traveller  may  see  at 
this  day  in  that  iitu-haiigtn^  Kast.  I  shall  never  forget 
tbe  ihtill  «t  homtr  oitd  )>ity  and  strange  realisation  as 
i»(  A  fomiliar  wenf.  that  pioved  my  own  mind  at  the 
lirst  siirht  of  th.it  Hue  of  ilark  figures  mufiled  and 
sh;\T,,'u\i.  xit   K'tiiUL:  ,i  driMilt'iil  face  or  shapeless  limb 

th.'  .'.iLCr'  .■:  \V.<-  r.M.l  I'ui^iiii'  a  siiiiliii;i  vilUij;e,  with  their 
,-n-  •.-!  .u'\:\i'.  t.>  ,'voiy  iM>-,Tliy  an,i  the  rattle  of  their 
Mi,':i.-\  :..>\r^.  .Tu-i  >.i  ili->..>  m.'ii.  ilark  .shadows  with 
v,il,>,i  i.i,-,--  i;i  ]]„'  ,'\,]i;;i.^  sini>kinc.  imist  have  stood 
:i-i  \w  .[■.■[■i,:i,-]\,\\.  cliw'-.iru}-^  for  mi  alms  more  great 
rli,i;i  aTi\  >'iiii  ■■{'•■:  <h-K  \o»v-'[\K>-i  to  the  priest," 
^^.|.  all'li.'  >al.!.  11.  :.  |.all-.>\.|  hl<  dismifs,' :  while 
lT.-iMl.!_v  ili.'..i!i.-i-  ;li.;t  i.m'.'^v.mI  nviv-.-.-^kiii-Miir  what 
iiiiiLiU-'  l.l..-.'  ..1    M-li.'V  lii.-v  .■..i;M    liu.l   t>.   -LV,.   to  those 
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iDg  down  upou  his  face  gave  thanks  to  his  (leliverer, 
Was  it,  perliajis,  for  the  more  utter  coiivictiou  of  Jaiiics 
'  aiid  Johu  whu  had  desired  to  call  down  tire  from  Heaven 
on  the  hostile  village  that  our  Lord  paused  to  remark 
that  this  one  grateful  soul  among  so  many,  only  eager 
to  prove  their  emancipation,  was  u  Samaritan  '.'  and  tli:it 
the  i)enevolent  "lU'ighlKiiir"  whose  story  he  tiild  them 
to  [Miint  the   inoriil  of  jierfcft  charity  ivus  of  that  dc- 


JKUl'SALKM. 


Ill  lifiiiiiii'  wi'urv  l>y  this  tiiim  of  tluwi-  piTiK-tiial  tmt- 
'i.-s  of  i1j<'  itiiillitiKli',  or  tti>-  ryiiinil  iii^'rutituile  of  tlie 
I,.-rs  may  liiiv.-  iHsgu.-.t.-<l  tli.-iii— f..r  tliose  of  tlicui  wh<) 
riv  ill  ai'lvaiu'r  y.-l.nii.-.l  tin-  IjUiuI  luuii  for  Lis  tciwi-loss 
y.  N..t  so  tlj.-ir  .M;ist.T,  who  li.-:mi  lu.  crry  for  mcrvy 
IIIHOV.-.I ;  ami  iliv  tniiii  f.jlloivcil  on  tw  Jt-nt'lio  with  tlie 
icr-lilim!  mail  followiiijj,  *:urrouiuif(i,  we  may  1r'  sure. 
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caae  of  the  young  man  at  Kain,  he  had  met  the  burial 
procession  and  seen  tho  anguish  of  the  mother,  such 
anguish  as,  being  there  with  that  (lower  in  bis  hand,  be 
could  not  pass  by.  Uut  in  this,  eviTy  circumatance  was 
full  of  meaning.  He  did  not  for  uu(;c  bestir  himself  at 
the  first  cry  of  the  appeal,  "  he  whom  thou  lovest  is  siek  ": 
but  remained  quietly  where  he  was  "  for  two  days,"  leav- 
ing the  sickness  to  run  its  fatal  eourse.  Where  he  was 
at  this  time  we  are  not  distinetly  told,  except  that  it  was 
beyond  the  hounds  of  Judea,  and  proliahly  still  on  the 
other  side  of  .Jordan,  to  which  be  returned  after  his 
missiimary  journeys  an  for  the  moment  his  settled  place 
of  uhiiile.  V/buii  at  tho  gjkI  of  tlie  two  days  he  prupoaed 
to  his  discijdes  to  go  to  Judea,  he  was  surrounded  at 
onee  by  anxious  reinoiistranees,  '■  Master,  the  Jews  of 
late  s'mj,dit  to  ston.'  the.',  anil  ^oi'st  thnii  tliither  again  ?" 
Thi.s  wiiuM  sfriii  l,j  .-stalilish  lli;it.  Ihriv  ,-<nild  have  l>oen 


rdiat.' 


sit  I..  .In 


i^uifi;  that  attempt 
\Vl„.i,    U„.y    ,er- 

;i;;ii'  ci 'situation  in 
■■<'  -^o  that  we  may 
.lir,  Ih.  who  f.innd 
■il'^  nf  111,,  (iosjiel. 
I  a. 1.1  pusitivi.  with 
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walk  into  the  grateful  quiet,  the  rustle  of  the  corn  ntin 
the  soft  shade  nf  olive-trees,  They  were  so  murh  con- 
jr-eerned.  however,  for  their  Master's  Bat'ety,  which  was 
their  chief  thought,  that  anxiety  for  Lazarus  seems  to 
have  held  a  very  secondary  place  in  their  minds:  and 
it  is  evident;  tliat  they  took  tlieir  way  witli  ^■L-e;it  rehif- 
tance  towards  the  coiuitrv  in  wiiioli  liis  f:ir  more  iivwious 
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walk  into  the  grateful  quiet,  the  rustle  of  the  corn  aiii . 
the  soft  shade  of  olive-trees.  They  were  so  much  con- 
eeriied,  however,  for  their  Master's  safety,  which  was 
their  chief  thought,  that  anxiety  for  Lazarus  seems  to 
have  held  a  very  secondarj'  plane  in  thoir  mimls:  and 
it  is  evident  that  tliey  took  tln'ir  way  witli  ^,'rt';it  ruluc- 
tauce  towards  the  country  in  \vhii;li  liis  fiir  more  ]ir(.-(iiius 
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desire/'  that  is  with  all  his  heart,  to  accomplish    those 
rites  for  the  last  time,  and  eat  that  common  supper  with 
his  disciples,  before  fulfilling  and  abolishing  the  great 
typical  sacrifice,  it  was  essential  that  he  should  remain 
hidden  and  quiet  until  his  hour  had  come ;  for  by  this 
time  the  factions  of  the  Jews  had  thrown  off  all  disguise, 
and  the  hi<^h  priests  had  given  orders  that  he  was  to  l)e 
taken  into  custody  wherever  found.     No  doubt  Jerusalem 
had  btH'U  stirred  to  its  depths  by  the  last  and  greatest 
miracle  whieh  he  had  accomplished  in  that  hurried  and 
unexpected  ap]H*arancc   between    two    periods  of   exile, 
when  no  one  h)ok(Ml  for  liim,  appearing  and  disappearing 
a<Min  before  anv  warrant  or  officer  could  be  sent  after 
him.     And  now  absolute  silence  enveloped  him  around, 
for  a  few  weeks  perliai)s — it  could  scarcely  be  more: — 
before  the  supreme  nioni(Mit  came  of  the  world's  liistory. 


1  • 


CHAl'TKK    [IT. 


TllK   KND   OF   TEr 
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he  long  centiirica,  dying  away  with  every  triHing  gen- 
eratKui  that  lias  given  them  birth  but  notbing  can  ever 
obliterato  the  traces  of  that  agony  and  passion,  tb<^ 
great  Sufferer  utwn  the  Cross,  the  shining  figure  of  the 
Resurrection  morniug.  What  a  mean  am)  imjMixenshtfd 
wiirhl  wtmld  that  be  (mm  which  these  recolleotinus  were 
driven!  liut  such  a  cciudition  is  one  which,  happily, 
the  mind  camiut  conceive,  even  the  very  assailants  o( 
these  lieavcnly  inyxteries  having  their  own  minds  and 
the  atmosphere  they  breathe  so  permeated  by  them, 
tliat  it  is  in  the  very  strength  of  tiiat  breath  ft  life  that 
they  sound  tlieir  little  tmiufiets  against  the  influence 
whieh  permits  them  tu  be. 

|{«t  bi'i-e  no  controvei-sy  can  stand,  no  critieism  find 
jdaee.  Many  martyrs  have  died,  but  none  have  done 
ULure  th;iii  appriiaeh  the  cnicitii'd  feet  of  him  who  died 
on  <\ilv:ivv;  uiaiiy  i;ri';it  im;i','cs  hiive  stood  forth  to  men, 
hrriH's  and  ]>ro]>liets  and  kiiijfs,  the  creations  of  an 
inspiratiini  litth>  Irss  tliiiii  diviiir:  but  no  ]«wt  has  ever 
imaKinrd  and  no  liistuiy  lias  .■v.n-  i.n.ihii-.-d  any  Wmg  so 
gn-at.  so  nobli-.  sn  puiv.  as  tn  ivaiOi  the  level  of  the 
sui'lvme  and  a«liil.  the  teiiilri-  aial  familiar  image  of 
[,..v,.  lii.Mnml.',  Tb.'v  -naipthr)as.|vsainniid.  behind 
him.  at  bis  U-rt.  Ib.ai-I,  \\u-\  may  not  ianv  kmnvn  liim, 
.■nv,.|n|„.,l  ill  a  f,'ivat  )iuiiil>l.',i,>-=.'  sa>  in-  .■very  mie.  \Ve 
aiv  ii.ji.[..tiiaI.U's..n-;,iiiv;   w|,i| ,  lii.  Ii,„  ahim- we  feel 
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him — there    may    then    be    found  a  spot  of  ground   on 
which   to  pLace  the  lever  wliich  will  move  the  world: 


Vk*  •  4 


.,  ^.4. 
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doubt  ringing  Still  with  the  local  glory  of  that  miraol« 
whiL-h  is  its  diHtinctioii  through  all  ages:  and  nothing 
can  be  more  natural  than  that  many  should  comtj  to  this 
(■nt^rtain merit  not  only  to  see  Jesus,  but  Lazarus,  the 
8iibji;ct  of  that  wonderful  iuterventiou.  All  the  person- 
ages, indeed,  of  the  great  drama  were  there,  along  with 
the  humlile  giKKl  man  who  says  no  word  and  makes  no 
sign  of  persnniLl  identity,  he  who  had  lain  four  days  in 
Ins  grave  in  what  wonderful  suspense,  or  revelation  of 
the  mystery  of  death,  there  is  not  a  word  to  tell  us : 

■■  Whfrp  WLTi  tliiiii.  brotluT,  tlioae  four  ciays  ? 
Tlieru  livi's  i]ii  ivciini  nt  reply, 
Wliicli  Hliuwnie  wliat  it  visa  to  die 
Had  surtly  aildi'U  jiraise  to  praise." 

It  was  not  the  |mr)Mise  of  the  Redeemer  that  such  a 
revidiitiim  should  Iw — euoii[^li  that  in  all  mysteries  we 
kn..w  liim  wIjo  is  tlie  s.diiliuii  <.f  Ih.-ni  all.  And  from 
L;i/;irn>i  tlicri'  .otii.-s  mi  wnrd,  nor  ;iny  iiidicittion  what 
nmiiiK'r  id  iji.in  h,-  was:  '■  t.:i/.anLs  was  onf  ,.i  tliosc  tliat 
sat  (It  the  lahli'  «itli  him '"—a  Liian  known  to  Hi^-  wliole 
vill;,-.'  ;Lrid  all  the  n.'i,L;lili.>nis  who  crowded  idioot, 
liointin-  "lit  to  the  Sahl.alh  .i:iy  visitors  from  .lmis;i- 
lem.  th.-  man  wlm  liad  ^li.d  and  uiis  aliv.  ,Vnd  there 
was  Mavtlia.  tliM  kimllv  .-m].  M.iAini;:  cwah^li  for  her  to 
liilkov   Imt   natiM-il   U-I-.    ti>   linn;,'  tlir   l.jvad   and    wine, 
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bended  tlieiu  by  tlie  liglit  of  bis  own  trouble,  tlie  nienaeo 
of  an  end  iilnrnt  U)  come  niigbt  bave  made  tbe  defaulter 
more  and  more  conscious  of  tbe  winding  up  and  tbe 
exp<jsure  before  bim.  8ometbing  of  tbis  desperation, 
so  familijir  to  tlie  most  eomnicm  modern  fasbions  of  evil, 
must  bave  stuiig  liim  at  tbe  siglit  of  tbat  tliree  bundred 
p(Mi(e  wbieb  was  tlirown  away,  and  driven  bim  out  in 
exasperation  to  make  bis  fatal  bargain  witb  tbe  higb 
])riests;  tbus  covering  bis  own  crime  witb  a  universal 
ex[)b)si()n,  out  of  wliidi  be  may  bave  boped  tbe  Master 
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fenisalem.  Skirting  qwietty  along  tlw  sidp  of  the  hill 
without  more  thought  probably  tliaii  ia  always  preMmfc 
ill  t\\f  mind  of  a  trnvi-ller  wlio  eut«ra  at  ail  into  these 
sanreti  lUiHMTiatinii!!,  wt?  siuUlenly  come  round  the  corner 
ul  the  winding  |uith  tiiioii  a  sight  wliioh  takes  awny  th« 
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rhutovcT  miiy  ba  t]u>  clinugt^H  ttiut  havo  ootne  on  all 
around.  Up  siiw  tho  Tt'inplo  with'its  Hpl^iidid  cloisters 
Clowning  the  plateau  of  that  hill  where  we  see  ouly  the 
exqiiisit*  little  Moslem  doine  in  its  blue  and  white. 
But,  nevertheless,  aa  wr?  <lo  now  our  Lord  jiaused  and 
looked  at  Jeruitaleiu.  He  saw  what  John,  no  doubt, 
«aw  through  thft  glories  of  his  after-vittioii,  the  white, 
*hining,  blessed  pltU't*.  tike  a  briilu  armywl  for  her  hus- 
trntid.  ■'  0  JeniHulf til,  .IfniaitUmi,  that  stouest  tlie  proph- 
'ets."  0  [4ty  ilouiiiud,  yet  diiatliluSK!  The  glory  of 
the  white  town  eximnils  and  {jrows  l»]urrcd  and  broken 
ill  the  sight  of  the  liite-noming  pilgrim,  child  of  the 
moilerii  ages,  through  eyes  full  nf  irrestrainable  teai«. 
T!i(-  entry  into  JemaalRin  would  thus  be  made  in  the 
happ.v  tiiiiiiiU.  of  tlie  iirriving  erowd,  with  much  joyful 
eiiniiLuitiiui  sin-li  as  areiiiup;iniecl  the  iirrival  of  the  pil- 
grims, tliinikfiil  111  r.'iieli  the  end  of  tlieir  journey,  wel- 
.-.imeil  \>y  m;tiiy  Irini.ls.  iiml  :iddir)g  to  t be  general  tide 
1)1'  li'slivitv  anil  iiatii.iiMl  suliTunitv  wliieii  tlii-v  had  eome 
toslii.re.    ■l'erliai>sit  «as  th-  ^lli'■■lll   nf  tills   nirnl  eoni- 

imiimnily  wliieh  is  m.  .si'.mii-.'  luiisiiirriii.L,'  all  that  bad 
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gossip  and  k'vity  in  tlie  vpry  entrance  to  the  Father's 
house.  There  is  no  need  for  sacrifices  now,  but  the 
crowti  of  petty  merchants  in  the  court  of  tlie  Church  of 
tlip  Holy  Sejiulchrc — aiul  even,  not  to  go  so  far.  aliout 
tlie  precincts  of  cvi'ry   great  ('atliolii;  catljcdral — kcciw 
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groat  ])rofit — thus,  witli  a  cynical  absence  of  precaution, 
sanctioning  an  abuse  for  which  there  was  no  excuse  to 
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beyond  precedent,  if  uot  that  it  was  true,  what  was  hi 
authority?  was  but  going  over  a  bygone  questiou.     And 

P^hethBr  these  might  be  new  inquirers  who  had  not  hBanl 
thiit  stiiteiiiKiit,  whether  they  desired  to  elicit  anollier 
deiihiration  which  they  could  use  agaiust  him,  it  is 
equitlly  evident  that  they  iifithci  vcntTU'ed  to  olijVct  tn 
wliiit  lie  had  dune,  inn  to  iiiUil  tin-  duty  \v\iu-h  w..uld 


IM  JKBLUiALEM.  [r 

landed  from  one  to  anotlier  to  sliow  that  effigy  of  Ciesar 
which  furaislied  an  infallible  answer  to  the  next  cleverly 
eonatructeil  questiou'/  Should  one  pay  tribute  to  CsBsar 
Ot  nut?  the  must  sulitle  inijuiry,  ailciilated  so  certainly 

to  embroil  him  with  one  Hide  or  another  and  bring  him 
within  the  sway  of  the  secular  heathen  tribunal,  that 
aecular  arm  to  which  exaai)erated  Churchmen  have 
always  l»eeii  so  ready  to  apiieal.  We  know  what  eonfu- 
Bion  awaited  the  askers  of  this  question.  Then  came 
the  gay  and  cultured  scribes,  with  a  problem  at  one* 
scoriiftil  am\  profane.  Whose  wife  should  that  woman 
be  at  the  resurrection  who  hjid  been  married  to  one 
"brotlier  after  another  according  to  a  painful  provision  of 
the  Jewish  law?  The  mystical  refinements  of  religion 
with  which  we  have  to  deal  in  the  present  day  are  in 
nothing  moi-e  oI>stinate  than  in  their  absorption  in  this 
iliii'stion  of  sex.  which  by  some  of  them  is  foi-ced  on  the 
unwilliiLs;  listener  with  ;i  [icrtinarity  which  does  its  best 
t.)  ULukf  even  rtdiiciun  iii.lf<i-nt.  The  Master  quenched 
this  HaniiLi^'  firebrand  with  eeli-stiul  calm  and  that 
authority  wliicti  was  -not.  as  tli.-  scrili^s."  He  went 
fartlii-r  even  tliaii  the  iai]iirdi;ite  matter,  lonking  n])on 
tlies.- sei'iMJes.  pretenaed  leaehers  who  sillied  the  spring 
fniUL  uliieh  they  ilivw.  Willi  .■v.-s  more  severe  than  his 
wont:  and  Set  loiili  tlial  Inir  dnrtnne  of  the  resurrec- 
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very  claim  of  the  race  to  special  privileges  and  thei. 
only  standing  ground  in  the  world.  "  He  is  not  the  God 
of  the  dead  but  of  the  living."  What  words  were  these, 
silencing  every  vain  speaker,  filling  with  awe  the  great 
Tciiiiile  raised  to  the  honour  of  that  name,  penetrating 
to  tlic  fiirtliest  verge  of  the  natiuiial  history— iiiul 
unaiisweiiilile,   heycjiid  the  reai;h  ot  argument,    leaving 
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Is  it,  one  wonders,  sheer  ignumnce  of  this  Divine 
atat«tui;Dt  of  faitb  tlial  luakeo  the  iiot  ill-uioncioned 
philosopliy  of  OUT  days  iina^iue  tlio  Service  of  Mjui  to 
be  a  new  revelation,  superseilin);  the  service  of  Got!? 

Even  in  those  Tenipli*  wmrtji,  with  «11  their  factions, 
a  bt'tti?r  inspiration  i-xistud.  "  Well,  Master,  Tiiou  haat 
said  the  truth,"  cries  tho  speaker  who  ha«i  put  the  ques- 
tion, caught  in  his  own  trap,  if  trap  there  was — a  candid 
anii  hont^st  man  among  those  tieree  tliKpnters.  Rut  for 
thiH  voii'ft  of  surprised  appiMval  the  bands  of  objectors, 
the  erities  anil  a]i[iosiiig  dot'tiira,  seem  to  have  been 
silenced,  nut  knowing  what  to  say.  And  then  Jesus  in 
his  turn  beeaiiiu  the  quL-stioniT,  They  were  dumb  when 
he  asked  wliy  David  should  call  the  Christ  his  Lord 
when  he  was  his  son.  as  wlien  he  asked  them  by  what 
iiitthmity  J*ihn  h.-id  h.iptized?  They  could  not  and 
diiivd  not  ri'ply.  Tims  the  first  sn-w  in  which  he 
;i|i|i.Mri-d  in  tlir  Ti'iii|,lr  in  the  diiys  of  his  eldldhood  was 
iv|iiMtc.cl  ;it.  111.-  riid  <>r  )iis  iMilhly  .-arci-r:  "l«>th  hearing 
mid  iiskiii-  ■iiirstiniis-— Iraviiii;  his  iulversaries  con- 
founded fniiii  tliriLdwn  iiiniitlis.  silt-ii.'i'd,  nnalde  lo  say 

III  llir-;,.  |.<>iiils.  M>  lirirHy  t-.ld.  lillini;  <m.-  chapter 
..iilv  ill  111.'  ivroni.  111,.  niiid:niirMl,il  <,u,.-=lj,,ii  as  lo  who 
lir    was   1,11.1    A\liat    was    his    wnrk.-u  hu'h    was   that   on 

issrtll.-.l    Alilll    a     lllll,r>-.    \d,i.-l.    IIkV   di.|    11..I    'A-k.    alui    ill 

\s]:U'],    u.,-,    s|,irjiii.,l.     ^^l,i,■!,    li.,,!    n-lLiii-    1..    dn    u  ilh 
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vere  coufouiidei]  in  all  tlieir  arguments,  though  the 
great  constitution  of  tliu  nw  spiritual  world  which  their 
own  had  fore shiulo wed  wsis  plated  liefore  them,  so  that 
had  they  been  fnithful  to  their  own  itispiration  they 

must  have  recognispd  it,  they  refused  to  <!o  so.  They 
iiuist  have  turned  away  from  that  lost  question  which 
cut  the  grmind  from  under  their  feet,  silenced,  con- 
fminded,  even  paralysed;  for  not  a  finger  was  lifted 
a;,'!iiDst  the  hold  speaker,  he  who  had  warned  them  that 
tlje  kingilom  was  to  he  taken  from  them,  and  the  stone 
4^1iicli  they  had  rejected  to  fall  upon  them  and  eniah 
them  to  powder:  and  wlio  now  denounced  them  without 
disguise,  ''IVoe  unto  you  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypo- 
crites!" ns  they  stole  away  like  a  defeated  army,  leav- 
iTig  thnflae*TmMltitude,  and  the  disciples  always  circling 
him  about:  now  triumphant,  no  doubt,  thoufrh  they  too 
were  little  less  daz/h'd  and  foufused  than  tlie  Pharisees, 
in  tlu-ir  :MiLslHr's  virtory  Wi-r  his  enemies. 

Nothing'  ean  exi'eed  tbi-   stv.-n-tli    and    force   of  the 
denun.'iution   that    follows,    pmiird    fortli    in    tlie   very 
stron^diohl  ..f  tb.-ir  .sw;,y.  and  in  tlie  ears  of  many  who 
('(■Ifsiastieal 
anathema. 


no  d.i 
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'■  Vr 
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lih'U. 

■  wi.l 
s.      1 
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hyiweriay  and  preWruled  holiness  wliieli  brought  virtut 
itself  into  disrepute:  yet  not  one  of  all  the  ofticials  of 
the  Temple  interposed,  It  was  well  known  that  seri- 
tence  had  gone  forth  against  him  in  the  Sanhedriin,  that 
orders  had  heen  given  to  arrest  him  wheneviT  he 
appeared.  Vet  tliere  ho  sat  and  iliseoursed,  and  set 
fViL-tli  the  ili-e;i<iful  iudietniciit  iigainst  tliese  men  who  had 
virtuiilly  the  ynv-n-  uf  life  an.i  druth  in  th.-ir  liamls. 
Awe  seems  U>  have  seized  upon  i)nlli  masters  and  ser- 
vants—the  ime  sliiaiik  away  <-<)nlu.niil.-il,  hafll.-.l  at  every 
turn;    the   others    must    have    huM-   aliout   helid^ss.    net 
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owera  iHil  not  wroiotisttnte  against  this  lingering  is 
priiliably  Kiiuther  imliKitioii  of  that  oxi^itfmi'nt  and  con- 
fusion Uiat  was  in  tfip  air,  a  Ix-wiHurment  of  all  fonul- 
tics,  whiiih  prfccntH  even  tlioso  wlio  loved  him  nuMt 
titim  i)ercriving  tho  risk  of  hanging  ftlwut  in  the  mitlBt 
of  danger.  But  lie  hinisi'lf  was  not  hurried,  or  anxious 
to  escape.  Hi>  niuNt  have  paniKHl  and  looked  ami  noted 
what  WHS  iKiiiitfd  out  to  hiiti,  in  thii  great  aoilnera  of 
whiit  lie  kiii'iv  to  Ih^  his  liii.-il  efToi't.  Tlie  day  Vfas  over 
of  ]icisKilpility  mid  liojii- — anO  now  he  eould  sea  reply  see 
t\uisf  lieaiinriil  w;i11m  iinil  ilomes  st.tkii(ling  strong  under 
the  hivel  niys  of  the  westering  sun,  for  pity  of  the  ter- 
rible seene  when  they  sliouhl  Iw  beaten  down,  so  that 
not  one  Htoup  should  stand  on  anotlier.  When  he  left 
Jeruaalom,  and  sat  down  to  rest  u]ion  the  way,  which 
roinids  the  shijie  of  tlin  Mount  of  Olives,  opposite  the 
Temple,  with  hi,s  e>i-s  upon  the  wliite  and  shining  city, 
.so  ]ii-iLfffiil  uiitsiile.  so  full  of  vv.Tv  uni'hained  demon  of 
ra:,'t-  and  lilas|>ln'uiy  wilhiu.  Win  I'oiiuteiiaiiee  was  still 
soirowf.Ll  with  lliesi'  llioui-lits.  The  diseijdes  gathered 
loiuul  hliii  ca-r.Iy  yi't.  lull  of  awe.  askin.i,-  the  ex-plana- 
tiui,  « liirh  h.-  SL>  nit.'ii  -av,-  Uwrn.  ■■  Wh,.u  shall  these 
Ihiii-s  lirV  Ati[l  M-I,al  shall  lir  tl.r  si-u  of  thv  eoming 
and  nf  111,.  |.|id  of  111.,  u-,.1-1.1?"     Thai  .som,.  ,liin  peroep- 

[um  .,r  l]i,.ap|,rna.-lii.,-ri-isisnr«ha-li    tli.-V  had  IhH'O  SO 


in.] 


THE   FINAL  TRAGEDY. 


545 


tremendous  events.     On  this  great  subject  it  is  too  daring 


ttAfi  ^ 


if  JKRUSALEM.  [ciiAri^ 

loints  it  out  rui  tlii^  liuit.  Wluit  more  was  tliere  to  be 
said?  He  had  Ipft  no  ittiiiiv  unturued  to  wuvinue,  no 
fnrtlior  exposition  possible  to  iniike  hi*  luission  clear. 
Patiently  he  htu\  htmrd  and  n^plivid  to  ovorj'  problem  his 
enemies  had  avt  U-fore  hiui.  so  that  none  could  be  in  any 
further  doubt  as  to  what  i\<f  meant.  He  had  cried  once 
more  in  the  Templi>  in  thu  midst  of  all  '*  1  am  come  a 
light  into  the  world.  He  that  believeth  on  me,  believeth 
not  on  me  but  on  hiiii  that  sent  me."  ^'either  among 
the  Pharisees  nor  tiinung  the  multitude  could  any  delu- 
sion be  left  conceniing  him,  fit  at  least  concerning  the 
office  he  ehiimed.     No  longer  a  prophet  out  of  Nazareth, 

■  no  longer  the  Sou  of  David  alone,  hut  the  I^trd  of  David, 
tJie  Light  of  tile  world.     It  cannot  be  maintained  for  a 

"moment  that  he  had  left  Jenualem  in  any  doubt.  He 
was  tlie  Son  of  God.  the  pi'omised  Deliverer — or  else  his 


l>hu.,,l„-n,j-  w»  ,„ 

■„v,..l   1, 

et'ori'  all  men.      One  thing  or 

tliiMitliiTi  (i.Klor 

an  i„,i. 

i>>r(ir;  tliere  is  no  midway. 
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uH  s,.,. 
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lieen  twlcl  to  tlm  vill;igt'  folk  of  Ht^tlmny,  or  tliii  striiffglers 
—from  Jerusali^m  who  uuuo  out,  am  after  a  woiidoF,  to 
p>1iear  what  be  would  any;  and  to  wtinin  the  dcsfri])tiun 

of  thoa."  who  said  "  Lord.  Lord."  Ijiit  left  all  il.vds  of 
t{uo(lrn.'as  uu.iccoiiiplislipd.  iiiij;Iit  Wi'U  apjily,  Hut  tlif 
t'ourts  of  tlio  Ttiinple-  kiifw  liiiii  no  more. 

It  is  stranf^e  to  think  what  was  goiiiK  on  tlu-iv. 
"Many  of  thi;  rhief  rult-r.s  Ijfli.'vcil  oil  liiiu."  uiul  tlu'wi- 
I'oiLi-t.s  must  ajjain  havi'  ci'luji'd  with  qiU'stions — Whi'fi- 
v.-:m  lie?  Wa.s  hp  comiii!i  ii^aiii'/  tlio  I'liavis.T.s  Wa-.m 
nfjiiiii  to  I'lii'ourjifje  aud  Ntiniiilati'  each  nt.lii'f  to  iu-tioo, 

'■I'lT.'fivr    y.'    not    lii.lV    v.-    I v;iil    llothitl^^    l«-linlil.    tin- 

M'oi-M  is  .^nn.'  ntn-r   liiiii."     Tln-v  li:iil  onl.  liaivd   fur   l-'iir 


iured  i-li^iriU'U^r  iw  tlit^  iwdplo  of  God,  thpy,  the  chililreii 
III'  Alimliiim';'  The  nunmir  of  such  arguiueots  might 
jimbably  n.'iwh  liim  in  the  quiet  of  the  (»untry  in  which 
Ik-  wiis,  hringiii^  ever  nttfiroi'  the  inevitable  mtaatrophe. 
Itiit  tliiit  gieriml  of  holy  cjiJiii  aiid  iiiteri?oiir8e,or  rise  the 
iiiiiiiuuity  whiuli  he  had  cujoyHd  from  all  [tersei'iitiou  iti 
th>'  roi^ut  (lays  R{ieiit  i»  the  Temple,  had  so  Ktreugthened 
t.hi'  dimiijilps  tliiit  noue  of  tlie  de8|)enLte  devotion  wliiuli 
jiiitdi>  TI1UII1U8  MAy,  on  an  t-arlier  occasino,  "  Ixtt  lis  g{i 
Iliiit  wi*  riiiiy  (Up  with  hiin,"  is  apparent  in  their  di'ineaii- 
(iiir  now.  Ttie  two  who  were,  no  doubt,  the  usual  jtro- 
viili-vs  wriit  into  tlie  rity  hy  liix  t'ommnuil  to  prepare  for 
their  Mastrr,  the  night  hefore  the  I'assovcr,  prolmbly 
that  all  might  Iw  on  the  spot  and  reiuly  to  fulfil  all 
liHhteousnPHH  on  the  iipxt  day — one  of  them,  wo  must 
iielicvc,  bcinf,'  the  guilty  .Indus  with  his  terrible  secret 
ill  his  heart,  atti-iilive  to  note  all  arrangements,  that  he 
mi-lit  l«'(ray  the  n.nst  fav<.iiralile  spot  for  his  Master's 
anvst  tn  tln>sr  wlm  ii:(,|  pun-ljaseil  his  serviees.  Our 
Lorddin-rts  ili.'.u  In  111,.  |,hii--as  if  it  were  one  already 
s.'l.Tlf.l  hy  U\u».-U.  Tvaditinii,  Mhirli.  however,  I  fear 
is  i>r  !iltlrautli,>i-ily,  li\.-s  ■■{]„■  lai-r  n|.[.er  room"  a.s 
liaviii-   !..■,. 1,    Mlu; i    in    llir    liltV   -rou|p   of   buiklinHS 
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Into  the  narrative  of  that  holy  feast  it  would  be  a 
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'eter  who  it  wrb?  and  there  seems  to  have  arisen  k 
]taiQetl  inquiry  among  tb«  rest,  each  oae  echoing  his 
neighbour,    scarcely  imderstandiiig    perhaps    what   the 

(Hifstioii  nieaut,  "Ib  it  1'.'"  Perhaps  it  was  generally 
HiiiiiHisi'd  among  tlie  party  to  be  some  commission  lo  be 
I'XtTUtcd,  or  lit  least  something  ^■ilgue  in  the  future  like 
I't'tcr's  aftt'r  burst  of  assurance,  tliat  in  no  circumstances 
could  he  deny  his  Lord;  and  the  pieee  of  bread  which 
was  given  to  the  traitor  would  be  but  a  sign  of  the 
Master's  usual  tender  courtesy  to  the  one  among  them 
who  had  to  leiive  the  table  on  his  administrative  busi- 
ness before  the  others.  That  they  could  have  divined 
what  he  was  to  do  quickly  is  impossible,  else  hasty 
I'cter  would  certaiidy  have  stopi>ed  his  goings  for  ever, 
before  even  tlip  tx>rd  could  interfere. 

Then 
aiul  c.T 


is  a  haz 

p  over  them  all  as  of  the  very  dazzle 

fnsioi.  ..f 

a  j;ri';it  crisis  unconiprehended,  during 

Ir  Ml-  th; 

t  cxtraiiiiiinary   Kcene.     Its  wonderful 

and  acv 

siirii's: — tbi'  wuMliiug  of  feet — strange 

rllili-    \r> 

■<uii   i?i  till'  uiiilst  of  those  contentions 

idd  l"-:,n 

■al.'st  that  sccui  to  have  continued  up 

Vfiy    rlii 

a>;-aud    the    discourses    that    follow: 

i'liii  .if 

Ills    stiaiii'>d    au.l    tronbled  tension  of 

Ai-nhy.  1 

iNiuriiiL;  at  its  utmost  after  the  Divine, 

tkin^  mil 

an  almost  cliililislmcss  of  remark  and 

1  ill  ils  ill 

il,ilitvtnral,-lilh,-  thread  of  meaning. 

„.   sprak. 

nil. IV  c'li^niily  iKiw  than  ever  Wfore. 

■1-  iiiiiii  >\ 

,k.'"-il„.v   li.ilniv  jiiiii   likr  lilind   men 

niiiii-iii;^^  ^ll■all^.■  .]ii,-<ti.>ii-;  fuofuscilly 

nilKl     nl 

li-  .liMiii.    \\>>i.|.:   "l.L.ni.  wc  kmiw  iiut 
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all  seem  like  the  expressions  of  listeners,  addressed  a 
it  were  in  an  unknown  tongue,  straining  every  power  U, 
follow,  feeling  themselves  swept  into  a  great  current 
which  they  can  neither  stem  nor  understand,  and  in  the 

flood  of  which  they  catch  at  auytliing  that  may  arrest 
the  tide  for  a  moment,  or  help  tlieni  to  standing  ground. 
Nor  is  the  utterance  of  their  dazed  satist'iwtion  at  the 
end  less  I'e  mark  able,  "Lo,  ni>w  s]M';ikcst  thou  pUiinly, 
anil  sjjeakest  no  parable.  Now  we  ;iif  sniv  tluit  tliu\i 
knowest  all  things,  ;ind  needest  nut  that  iuiy  m;ui  sljonld 
ask  thee;  by  this  we  believe  tli;it  tlimi  e:uiiest  InrtL  Irom 
<Jod."     Strang.'  words  of  weakness,  vittyily  ovi^rju'wered 


r>02 
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till-  rdiiiM  vri'Ti;  uvt-r,  with  tlit?  I'asclial  moon  clouded  in 
till'  sky.  uiul  every  tiling  hushed  and  sanctified  in  the 
cDoliiess  <if  the  night.  th;it  they  listened  with  heads 
ln)wed  uiiii  Jii-artM  full  of  uwe  and  wonder,  to  the  ineffa- 
IjIi-  iiiiiji-stii-  wiii-ds  uf  that  |>iuyer.  wonderfnl  communing 
lit  Coll  witliti'Hl.  wliii'h  the  sik-ni-ed  atmosphere  of  earth 
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their  silvery  leaves  in  the  shiuinj?  of  the  moon.     At  that 


JERfSALEM.  IcoAr. 

n^ish  unspeakable  which  sympathy  could  not  sliare, 
nor  love  help;  "Father,  if  it  be  |x)sail>le :  all  thiugs  are 
jKWBible  unto  'ITiee."  He  had  bidden  the  di8oi[i]Ht(  when 
be  Itift  them  to  pray  that  they  tihould  uot  t-nter  iuto 
temptation;  but  he  himself  hiul  all  the  brunt  of  the 
most  terrible  of  temptations  to  bear.  It  was  not  enough 
:that  be  should  soar  above  the  human  as  vhen  he  said, 
"Father,  I  will":  tlie  strain,  the  streaB,  the  panfliet, 
inutit )«  his  UB  it  vras  theirs  of  whom  he  was  the  repre- 
-sentativc.  "Sore  amazeil  and  very  heavy" — restless, 
going  and  Gomiu)^  to  see,  perhaps,  if  any  (tared,  if  there 
■was  one  to  stand  by  hiui;  and  there  was  none:  not 
even  of  those  who  loved  him  most,  not  for  one  hour. 
"Simon,  sleeiR-st  thou?"  I'eter  was  tlie  strongeat,  the 
inost  eager  tti  go  with  him  tlirough  everything — and  yet 
he  could  luit  wati'h  one  hour.     There  waa  never  a  pieture 

iip.in   i.n.l   ; 

d.'pthsufhi 


-uderful.    so   n 
til,-  si.iiie  woi 

atural^the  going  back 
Ik  iilmost  as  if  in  the 

ish    l.li<'   IlUlJLUtl 

s..;,,,i.bl.or; 
f  Hi.'  riiuditic 
t  liberate  liiiii 

weakness  of  repetition, 
fry  man,  bearing  upon 
IS  i>f  that  race  from 
.■11  till  the  last. 

tli>'  ditrUlius,' 
s  or  thr  vall>-\ 

pi-offssion  among  the 
:  the  sudden  Hare  of  a 
Lilt  when  I'eter.  dazed. 

1.T11.  s.i;il'.'hrd 

:il  111,-  sword  whieh  in 

i<<Ii~i.>li    lir  liMd 

l.v.>Mi:lit  with  liiiii  from 

>1l|>|>rl'.   ;illd  > 

iiirk  (1  liasty  blow  with 

-    nii.l    il;i//li- 

1   i'oiitiisiiig  liirht:  the 
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elf  when  a  suspicious  doorkeeper  pushed  him  aside 
*it!i  a  Lasty  at^cusation  "Thou  also  wert  with  him  " — ■ 
"I  kuow  uot  the  man!  " 

How  can  we  explain  this  defection,  this  aetonishiug 
failure  of  tlie  heart?  Even  when  he  iieard  the  cock 
MOW,  and  conviction  came  upon  Peter:  when  the  Lord 
from  tlie  other  side  of  the  hall  turned  his  bead  and 
looked  at  him, — was  it  with  a  smite  at  the  speedy  real- 
isation of  his  own  warning?  with  nothing  but  the 
reproiu'h  of  love  we  may  be  sure: — the  rough  Galilean 
good  for  nothing  liut  to  did  at  his  feet,  we  might  suppose, 
not  surely  to  nivohitionise  a  world — did  not  break 
through  the  I'trcle  of  stavi>a  and  spears  and  fling  himself 
ou  the  gro\nid  liefore  Ilia  Master,  to  share  wliatever 
mij-ht  licfiill  liim.  as  ni:oiy  a  lesser  man  has  done : — but 
went  uiii.  into  tliiil.  tiTrihh-  dawn,  in  the  chill  o]*ning  of 
t-liiitawlnl  iliiy,  wwpiiiK',  Ktnii,';^liTig  with  himself,  rather 
ill  tlif  (•.■ll;i|.s.>  "f  ilrs|.;iir  than  with  any  hurst  of  devo- 
tion. To  turn  bis  hack  TL])on  it,  to  try  to  ignore  it,  to 
cry  iihiud  to  (Jod.  nc';lii;cnt  und  nidieediug,  for  those 
Irn  h'j^ions  of  ;inj,'i'ls  who  iiiuhl  rhungf  I'vcvythiug  in  a 
nionii'Lit.  but  wlmm  tin' .Mast.T  would  not  ask  for;  wus 
this  all  t]wu'  rcniain.-d  ti.  d"?  I>id  the  city  sleep 
unthiukin:.:,  when  Tct-'i-  l.mst  finth  into  its  streets,  or 
was  it  w;,kini;  early  tn  the  i.n.|i:nMli.i.i  lor  the  l*aMS(,ver. 
an.l  l»'i;iniiin-l»  h■■^^v  U    living  ni.iMmrs.  always  awake 

like    .Mre     l>er..|v    Ihe     ra.^e     .■!     liKll.Kina— thilt    Jcsus    .if 
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this  new  excitement  thrown  into  it  must  have  thrilled 
the  restless  city  from  end  to  end.  The  prisoner  before 
the    Sanhedrim,    the    charge   of   blasphemy,    the   easrer 
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But  Jerusalem  all  surging  about  that  terrible  sceue  b 
nore  within  the  range  of  the  modern  writer.  I  have 
little  doubt  that  the  many -coloured  crowd  wbinli  throngs 
fvery  wtreet  at  the  preseut  day — when  the  littl«  popula- 
tion (if  the  rity  is  NwaiiiiHxl  in  the  mullituili^  of  pil- 
grims, Christians  to  keep  the  East«r  feast,  Jews  to  keep 
the  Passover,  jealons  Moslems  to  keep  the  peace,  and 
make  their  own  tictitious  celebration  at  the  grave  of 
Moses — resembles  much  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other 
modern  crowd  resembles  one  of  two  thousand  years  ago, 
the  influx  into  Jerusalem  at  that  great  and  memorable 
Passover.  Going  along  the  line  of  street  which  is 
known  now  as  the  Via  Dolorosa,  on  the  Good  Friday 
of  IS90,  it  was  impossible  not  to  feet  that  just  so  mast 
the  surging  massed  have  closed  upon  that  fatal  prooe^- 
sion,  the  soldiers  clearing  the  way,  the  wondering  spec- 
tutors  ganiny  over  each  others'  shoulders,  pressing  upon 
the  sufferer,  as  he  made  his  way  up  the  toilsome  steep, 
hia  bodily  frame  worn  with  the  night's  vigil,  the  exhaus- 
tion of  the  garden  and  all  the  farewell  scenes  neutralised 
by  no  liimr  of  ri'st.  no  inimient  of  quiet:  while  every 
iii'w  strcft  anil  lane  [Hntii'il  forth  its  spectators  to  gaze 
iit  biiu,  anil  the  linarsi.'  sliouts  of  the  multitude  rang  in 
his  eiirs.  iind  thf  jil»-s  of  tlic  inockiug  Homans  and  their 
sciiniiid  liLiitjlLtcr  :it  thr  Jinv  criminal  and  his  Jew  per- 
wrntnis  aliliv.  i..s.>  iliiuiifili  thi-  tiiimdt.  N"ot  that  tears 
wi'ii'  \vaiitiiii;vv(  II  tlirii.  "  A  yiiMt  i'iin[|iatiy  of  jieoplcand 
i.l  waiLirn  \vlii,.li  aKn  l.,.uailr.i  uii.l  huii.'iit'.-d  him,"     Not 

all  «vr.>.i'.iii.><!   in  llut  Ih.aw  .|i .[  ■■  ( 'riirify  him  :  " 

Tlic  (no.-kini;  aii.l   tlj.'   lau.uliln-  and  llir  .rin^l  ri'ios  were 
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ago.  In  the  heat  ot  the  middny,  amid  the  pressure  oi 
the  crowd,  carrying  that  heavy  weight  under  which  a 
weary  frame  exhausted  by  sleepless  nights  and  laborious 
days  wavered  and  fell:  with  all  that  tumult  sweeping 
round  and  thi'  anguish  at  the  end  whicli  was  more  than 
martyrdom:  our  Loitl  made  his  tiiial  jKissage  through 
tlioHe  streets  of  Jerusalem,  in  wliifli  he  had  done  im 
viuK-Ui'f  u.-itlier  liad  den-it  been  found  in  liis  iiioutli : 
in  whii-li  lie  had  put  forth  his  liaud  so  often  to  lieal  uuil 
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errible  tragedy,  the  [lipn-ed  sidci  tbc  offered  BjHJiige: 
here  tlie  great  darkness  that  quennbed  both  sun  and  day 
would  eoiue  nver  a  vaat  horizon  as  if  the  whole  world 
was  tilled  by  it:  and  there  would  lie  room  for  all  the 
I)assera-by  to  iDiuiif.  and  guze,  iiud  fur  priests  aud  tierce 
Pharisees  to  stiinrl  Around  mid  utter  that  wonderful  con- 
fession, more  profouiid  than  Peter's,  more  all -expressive 
in  its  enmity  thnu  the  warmest  utterance  of  enthusiasm 
or  faith,  the  very  warrant  and  seal  of  eartli  put  to  the 
act  oE  salvation:  "  He  saved  others;  himselt  he  cannot 
save'';  uneousclouH  testimony  never  to  be  gainsaid!  the 
witness  through  all  the  ages,  of  hate  to  love. 

Aud  low  in  the  side  of  the  hill  is  a  tomb.'  eat  in  the 
rock  like  all  the  tombs  of  Judea:  not  now  a  new  ^rave 
— vviiUiriKS  old,  dai'k  witJi  age  and  thi;  tilling  up  of  the 
soil,  yet  still  distini't,  with  its  shelf,  its  couch  of  stone. 


place  iiijide 

for   the 
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will  prohiibl; 
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ortality  yet  never 
having  been  occu- 
ultivated  herbage, 
iiiicietit  use.  Was 
III-  watch  wxis  set, 
iiTiiiiij;,  where  the 
tiou  shone?  This 
uu  uutil  we  meet 


111.]  THE  FINAL  TRAGEDY.  W5 

iii'  Liii'eiisf/  i.r  b'hiT!  of  lights,  but  the  fragrance  of  grow- 
ing graas,  ami  the  sight  of  the  sun.  There  is  no  room 
for  human  menioriea  in  that  spot  where  the  greatest  of 
earthly  events  t<>()k  ])l!i<ri';  yet  the  straiiieil  Imiiian  soul 
iii.ivi-ii  ti.  its  .ie|itlis  may  lie  |K"niiitteil  to  turn  aside  with 
a  iiaii,-;  nf  ^'Im.Iilcss.  tr,  think  th;it  this  K'ave  was  diseov- 
eiv.!  in  the  liom-lsofihe  earth  with  all  its  ,snl,.mii  \,w- 
^iliilities.  hy  Ceiieial  (ionloii.  a  tender  ivward  aii<!  ^raec 
iVniii  Iieav-en.  ;ilnii>st  a  si};n  of  intiniati'  saered  liieiid-sliip 
anil  lavour.  tii  that  true  servant,  and  l.r..th.-r  and  Mlowi-r 
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When  that  gniat.  at-t  wits  ttccompUshod,  the  story  of 
ferusalem,  tlie  chosen  city,  eamt'  to  aii  end.  Tlirwugh 
all  the  vicissitudus  of  mortal  life  it  had  survived,  with 
tenaeity  and  obstinat*  persistence  when  eitim  much 
greater  mouldered  into  dust.  Hesiegeil,  conquered, 
burned,  emptied  of  its  [wpulation.  trodden  into  dust,  it 
had  risen  again  time  after  time,  its  walls  anil  its  shrines 
ever  I'cnewed,  its  uncliangeable  traditions  carried  on. 
Internal  dissensions  had  raged  in  it,  its  sanctuary  had 
been  desecrated  again  and  again,  its  little  kingdom  tnni 
to  pieces,  its  free-born  children  carrie*!  into  captivity- 
Through  tragedy  within  and  couqnest  without,  and  fire 
and  convulsion  it  liad  still  continued,  renewing  its  ymith 
like  the  eagh'.  But  now  its  hour  liati  come,  and  the  use 
for  n-!ii('li  it  ]i:ii1  been  preserved  was  accomplished.  The 
brief  and  awful  Passion  of  the  city  folloived  the  Passion 
of  him  wliom  she  Ji.id  ri'jccted  in  jilMiut  thirty -two  years. 
.\nd  if  the  fiercest  stanil  of  resistance  tli.it.  |ierhaps,  ever 
was  made,  the  most  desperiite  and  tnisic  valour,  could 
in  any  way  atmie  for  the  cnielty  iuid  falsehood  of  ]irevi- 
oiis  liistoiy.  then  the  del 
Uiitinmd    liistnry   mifjlit   hi 


II    tliiit  last 
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ilefendcil;  Again  Us  people,  so  many  ua  remained,  were 

^.^lriv(!^l  like  cliall  buimv  the  wind:  but  all  that  had  hap- 
ipenml  Iwfore,  and  ntily  marked  au  era  in  the  histaiy. 

Now,  linw.'v-iT.  tlif  1.1..V  was  filial,  tlie  iiniials  (if  the  .'ity 
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n>t  that  the  nity  mUoiiIiI  ifmaiii  in  the  {tossetiHioii  nf  tiM 
pU<1  IshmaeUt«>,  tlirt  entbiiitiaiit  of  the  dftscrt,  n.r«  «1] 
'ants  flo  BtmnRe  and  so  unpardllelml  thut  we  cun  but  TmI 
thf  luystery  of  thp  futim-  which  is  iiivolTOtl  in  them  to 
Im'  dimly  wiiadowiiifi  iiurlcmeath,  as  the  mj-stories  of  the 
jiiiHt  an*  nil  iiividveil  in  the  wonderful  talp.  When  tlie 
tnivi'ller  iniiiii's  iiuiuil  tlm  8loi)e  of  Olivet  aiid  spph  sud- 
denly U-liiiv  liiK  fyt'Oi  lyiiiK  white  in  the  sunshine  the 
holy  city  over  which  our  Lord  wejit: — the  saniviJ  hill 
covered  with  shritiCK  in  which  hit:  iiaini'  is  not  Uiimed  save 
ill  the  poti^iit  inference  of  that  denial,  inscribed  around  the 
Dome  of  the  Mahommedan,  which  in  its  very  assertion 
that  there  is  no  .Son  of  (tod  suggest-s  to  all  ipiorant  yet 
inti'Higent  huuIs  that  he  muHt  exist  who  is  thus  so 
dftiiiiitly  and  soleimily  dfnied: — with  the  closed  and 
Iniilt-ii])  ftate  Im'Iow  tlinmijli  wliicli  tlinse  who  thus  deny 
liiiii  ludievo  that  !i.>  is  cmii>  dav  to  v'ulv  tri\impliiuit  into 
th.-  uiici.'ut  Inniii.  ,.|-  his  t.aiii,-":  tlii'  mystiTV  and  wonder 
;nid  hoi»-  of  tliat-  tuluiv  ,-„ii„'s   u|«.n   th..   iiAy.m<:   iiilgiun 

th.msaiid  yrais  aud  iimiv  the  lnMi-ts  of  llrlivi'W  jwets 
and    i.miihi-ls   s,.   s^^^ll.■ii    and    hki-   at    th.myht    of    him 

who  »as  In  , tlir  Sou  ot  Havid.  tlu-  Kin^-  of  Israel. 

iIm'  l'riiiiv.>r  l'i.a.'.-.;ui  inmi  uliirh  tliMV  iindfrstnod  as 
litlh'  as   \M>   uiidrrslaiid   intv    Srrniid   <  ■oiiiiii:,-.      A  ml  my 
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that  might  be!  The  prophet  upon  this  very  hill  may 
have  stood  and  gazed  and  pondered  what  manner  of  man 
that  should  be  whom  he  himself  had  described  so 
minutely,  he  who  was  to  coine  as  a  lamb  to  the 
slaughter,  the  rejected  and  des])ised  of  men. 
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